
 

 

 
 

Many Rooms, by Jan Richardson  
 

 

 

As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ 
promise that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our 

baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we 
are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into light. In 

words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 

 

 

—————GATHERING————— 

The Holy Spirit gathers us together as the people of God wherever we find ourselves 

PRELUDE MUSIC Prelude on "Thine Is the Glory " Alexander Guilmant 

Listen to Stephen Self on the Grace organ. 
 
RINGING THE BELL 

Use a bell in your home 
 

Hello!  
 This is a resource for you to 

worship in your home—in your 
household of one or many, 

young or old. It generally 
follows a typical worship 

service at Grace, but includes 
different questions and 

prompts to provoke deeper 
thinking, and allows space for 

you to consider what is 
meaningful to you, to 

experience the Word of God 
within your own context in 

perhaps new ways. 

Peace be with you during this 
time of “physical distancing” as 

we care for ourselves, one 
another, and the world through 

intentional practice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 

Fifth Sunday of Easter  
May 10, 2020 

Worship for the Domestic Church at a time such as this 

Blue underlined text next to a link 
symbol indicates a link is 

embedded – click the text to 
reach a sound or video file. 

 

Much of this service will be 
streamed live beginning at 

10:45 am — a link to connect to 
the live stream is provided after 

the Second Reading (p. 5). 
During the Prayers of the 

People, you may submit your 
prayers in the comment section 

of the live stream. 

 

https://soundcloud.com/user-269084205/thine-is-the-glory-a-guilmant
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Joan Christensen now leads us in the service through the Prayer of the Day. 

GATHERING HYMN Now the Green Blade Rises 379 ELW 

 

GREETING 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Alleluia!  

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit fill this home today and always. Amen. 

KYRIE 

 

 
  

 

 

from the Orthodox Liturgy, 
Ukraine —“Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy.”  
 

https://youtu.be/GEvog3Zu7mo
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HYMN OF PRAISE  You Are Holy 525 ELW 

May be sung in a round, begin with 1* or 2*. 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace 
to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his 
risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 

from Sweden 
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—————WORD————— 

God speaks to us through scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

See and hear the lessons read by Nina Guertin.  

FIRST READING  Acts 7:55-60 

55Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened 
and the Son-of-Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, 
and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged Stephen 
out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of 
a young man named Saul. 59While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not 
hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 31:1-5, 15-16 

      1In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; 
  deliver me in your righteousness. 
 2Incline your ear to me; 
  make haste to deliver me. 
 3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; 
  for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me. 
 4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, 
  for you are my tower of strength.  
 5Into your hands I commend my spirit, 
  for you have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth. 
 15My times are in your hand; 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me. 
 16Let your face shine upon your servant; 
  save me in your steadfast love.”  
 
SECOND READING 1 Peter 2:2-10 

2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
  4Come to the Lord, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and 
precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual 
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture:  
 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
  a cornerstone chosen and precious; 
 and whoever has faith in it will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, it is precious; but for those who do not believe,  
 “The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the very head of the corner,” 
8and  
 “A stone that makes them stumble, 
  and a rock that makes them fall.” 

Stephen was one of the seven 
men chosen by the apostles to 

serve tables so that the apostles 
could be free to serve the word 

(Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more 
than distribute food, however. 

For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of 

the faith. 

Christ is the cornerstone of 
God’s saving work and the 

foundation of our lives. We 
are God’s chosen, holy people 

who continuously celebrate 
and declare the mercy of God 
we experience through Jesus 

Christ. 

https://youtu.be/l37PG6Z4Rvs
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They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
  9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in 
order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of the one who called you out of darkness 
into the marvelous light of God. 
 10Once you were not a people, 
  but now you are God’s people; 
 once you had not received mercy, 
  but now you have received mercy. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

At 10: 45 am on Sunday, May 10 —  
Tune in to Facebook Live to continue the service 
with Pastors Mary and Dan…follow along with 
the bulletin during this time. Click the blue Grace 
Facebook link to be taken directly to the live 
stream now (whether or not you have a Facebook 
account): 
Grace University Lutheran Church on Facebook  

(The livestream video will remain on Grace’s 
Facebook page after completion to access 
later, AND will be uploaded to Grace’s YouTube 
channel as soon as possible following the service: Grace's YouTube channel.)  

GOSPEL VERSE Hallelujah 172 ELW 

 

THE GOSPEL  John 14:1-14 

The holy gospel according to John.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus said to the disciples: 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe 
also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, 
would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there 
you may be also. 4And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said 

On the night that he is to be 
arrested, Jesus shares final 
words with his disciples. As 

the one through whom God is 
known, he promises to go 

before them and act on their 
behalf. 

Two steps you can take to view 
the video if you don’t have a 

Facebook account:  

1) a pop-up window will appear, 
encouraging you to sign up for 
an account—click the little blue 
"Not Now" toward the bottom;  

2) once the video says it's live, 
click the small "Watch Now" box. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=2660357567403552&id=171065152999485
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv0JsomfbqBvPD_WZUz6Lmg/featured
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to Jesus, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?”  
6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now 
on you do know and have seen my Father.” 
  8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said 
to Philip, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? 
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?  
10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I 
say to you I do not speak on my own; but it is the Father who dwells in me who does 
these works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do 
not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one 
who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works 
than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, 
so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, 
I will do it.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON    Pastor Dan Garnaas  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters 445 ELW  
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THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are raised with him to new life. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning you created us in your image 
and planted us in a well-watered garden. 
In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, 
and you gave us water from the rock. 
When we did not know the way, 
you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 
At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, 
and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 

We praise you for your salvation through water, 
for the water in this font, 
and for all water everywhere. 
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. 

To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Please send your prayer concerns to Jill at info@graceattheu.org or Pastor Mary at 
pastormary@graceattheu.org by 9:00 am Sunday morning to be included in worship.  

 God of life,  
 hear our prayer. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER    

Our Father, Our Mother, in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

—————SENDING————— 

God blesses us and sends us into the world. 

BLESSING 

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 
raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 
and turn your mourning into dancing. 
Almighty God, Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

mailto:info@graceattheu.org
mailto:pastormary@graceattheu.org
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The live stream ends at this time. 

OFFERING  

We are thankful for your gifts that support our shared ministry: 
http://graceattheu.org/giving-online/ 

POSTLUDE Improvisation on "Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee"  

Listen to Stephen Self on the Grace organ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All rights reserved, OneLicense.net license #A-716575. 

From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS103452 

______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Share with us how you do this at home! Take a picture of your worship space – send to Jill at 
info@graceattheu.org to be included in Wednesday’s Letterbox email, or add to the Grace 
University Families Facebook page (request to be added if you have not yet joined it). 
 

During this time of intentional physical distancing, staff will be at the church sporadically. Expect 
more online engagement from and within the Grace community. Visit our website, 
www.graceattheu.org, for updates, and find us on Facebook at our “Grace University Lutheran 
Church” page (Grace Evangelical sometimes pops up…that is not a Facebook page we manage) 
or our “Grace University Families” group. We also encourage you to seek Sabbath time as you 
are able. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

GIVE TO GRACE ONLINE 

Donations to Grace can be made by mailing a check into the office or online 
through our website—we use GivePlus for one-time and recurring donations 
(there’s also an app for that!): graceattheu.org/giving-online/  

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
GRACE CIRCLES OF CARE 

This is the name of a new effort to stay connected as the Grace community. Nancy Olson, Julie 
Anderson and Pastor Mary organized Grace into 25 groups, based loosely on zip codes. Eight to 
ten households will be contacted regularly by a “coordinator.” The purpose of these circles of 
care is to get to know one another better, share updates about life, and, if desired, to share any 
special needs or concerns. This is an extension of the hospitality the Grace community so 
graciously extends when we gather. In addition, Pastor Dan has put together a team of people 
willing to run errands, etc., for those unable to do these things themselves. The circles of care 
coordinators will connect with that team to make sure those who need this help will receive it.  

Anticipate a friendly call by a Grace member. We are grateful for the many ways you all 
continue to show up as Christ’s body, with love and care. 

 

? 

 

http://graceattheu.org/giving-online/
https://soundcloud.com/user-269084205/improvisation-joyful-joyful-we
mailto:info@graceattheu.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1612827358964839/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1612827358964839/
http://www.graceattheu.org/
http://graceattheu.org/giving-online/
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Worshiping Apart Together: for love of God and neighbor 

In this historic time of a global pandemic, we have no choice but to change and 
adapt our communal worship practice. We are learning as we go. When the 
call/order to practice physical distancing came, we decided to model this in 
Grace’s on-line worship. As the pandemic stretches into months, and as we 
learn more about the virus, it is clear staff should not gather together in the 
sanctuary to lead on-line worship. In addition, Grace is not set up for quality 
and dependable on-line recording. Theologically, we believe the church is the 
people of God wherever we are, and the home is the “primary church,” where 
faith is sown, practiced, and tended.  

Liturgy is, by definition, participatory — the work of the people. Weekly 
bulletins are created to help you worship from home. We include art, 
photographs, poetry and special music. Links are provided to add voices and 
faces, a variety of music and sharing. The ability to archive the live-stream 
means people can worship on their own schedule, or re-listen to parts of the 
service. Because your pastors are married (to each other!), they can live-stream 
together. To this end, we have added a story time at 9:30 am for all ages, as 
well as continued with the service of the word and prayer at 10:45 am.  

We will continue to add more voices and faces to worship. We appreciate 
hearing your feedback on your experience of worshipping in this way.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

SEEKING GRADUATE INFORMATION 
Submit information to the office by Monday, May 18 

Some of you (or your kids) are graduating this spring…will you tell us who you are? High school, 
college or university, graduate school, PhD program…we’d like to know about it! Please contact 
Jill in the office to say who is graduating, in what program from what school, if there’s a near 
future plan post-graduation (no pressure) and we’ll share the news in our June/July newsletter. 

_______________________________________ 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
Sunday, June 14 at 11:30 am, online 

Please plan to attend our June congregational meeting, when we elect council members and 
committee chairs for the coming year and discuss other important updates. Your voice is 
important in our mission and leadership decisions! 

At this time, we are planning for this to be a meeting held via Zoom. Login in details and 
applicable documents will be available beforehand. 

_______________________________________ 

NEW (PHOTO) DIRECTORY 

We will produce a new directory of Grace members and friends during April—and we hope to 
make it a photo directory! Email us a photo of you/your family… we want to see your faces well 
and it would be great if it were a current photo (less than a year old, perhaps). If we receive 
enough photos, this directory can include them!! We have room for one photo per household. 

If you have moved, or changed phone numbers or email addresses in the past year and haven’t 
let us know, please contact Jill at info@graceattheu.org or at the church phone 612-331-8125  
(leave a message) to inform us of the change.  

If you aren’t officially a member of Grace but you consider this your church home, we’d love to 
include you—just reach out to Jill. We plan to distribute the directory as a pdf file, but if you 
prefer it as a printed booklet, please let us know and we’ll mail a copy to you. 

_______________________________________ 

DAILY E-VOTIONALS 

We have decided to extend our daily e-votional offerings through the Easter season—if you 
don’t receive them now and you’d like to, visit this page to update your preferences (the e-
votionals will only be sent to those who have signed up specifically for them). The theme is very 
general: NEW LIFE. Where do you experience it? A time when you did? What are signs of it? 

This community is incredibly resourceful…you are invited to participate by sending devotional 
materials (thoughts, stories, poetry, music, art, etc.) to be included during the season! Contact 
Jill at info@graceattheu.org if you are interested—you may either let Jill know you plan to 
submit something, or just go ahead and submit it! She will edit and schedule them. You may 
wish to include a prayer, or she may add a prayer if it seems fitting.  

_______________________________________ 

 

 

 

https://graceattheu.us6.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=a3888eea25351b8a9f6c01012&id=fe54bc3bdc
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THAILAND REPORT 

As the COVID-19 virus spreads in Thailand the government has issued a shelter at home edict. 
The two families with whom Al Negstad has relationship are safe at home but without 
resources. He has been sending financial support, $900 to date, and he will continue supporting 
them. If you’d like to contribute to the support of these Thai families, you may do so through 
Grace. Make your gift to Grace designated in the memo to “Thailand.”  

_______________________________________ 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO HELP DURING THIS TIME 

The Racial Justice Network (RJN) Education Committee is partnering with the We Win Institute, 
which helps kids of color overcome the effects of systemic racism. Families identified as 
experiencing food insecurity are being provided groceries through the RJN Education 
Committee. They bring enough food to last 2-3 weeks, at a cost of $250.  

The Racial Equity Team at Grace is inviting Grace members to help in this cause. If you decide to 
help, you can help by sending a check to Grace with “Good Samaritan Fund (RJN)” on the 
memo line. You are encouraged to give what you are able, whether or not you can provide the 
full amount for a family’s groceries. If you have questions, please contact Linnea 
at linneaswensontellekson@gmail.com. 

_______________________________________ 

LOAVES & FISHES 

If you are struggling with access to affordable food or other resources during this time, Loaves & 
Fishes is an organization that might be able to put you in touch with services that can help. 
Please visit https://www.loavesandfishesmn.org/mobile-network-for-seniors/ to learn about 
some services they are offering. 

_______________________________________ 

MASKS NEEDED 

A county relief station is set up in the parking lot of All Nations Church in south Minneapolis. 
Pastor Marlene Helgemo Whiterabbit reports that one of the things they’ve been calling for is 
protective face masks, homemade or otherwise. Are there Grace folks who are making them—
or are able and willing to make them—and could donate them to this group of neighbors? Sue 
Engh, Grace member, is glad to collect them for delivery to the county officials running that 
relief station, or she can provide information for you to donate them directly.  Please contact 
Sue: revsue@engh.casa 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.we-win.org/
mailto:linneaswensontellekson@gmail.com
https://www.loavesandfishesmn.org/mobile-network-for-seniors/
mailto:revsue@engh.casa
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ABOUT GRACE 

GRACE UNIVERSITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
324 Harvard St. SE  Minneapolis, MN 55414 

612-331-8125  www.graceattheu.org  info@graceattheu.org 
Office hours: Monday – Thursday 9am-3pm; Friday 9am-12pm 

Find us on Facebook:  
Grace University Lutheran Church & Grace University Families 

All staff emails are listed on our website,  
or contact the office to be directed to the appropriate staff person. 

LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY – TWIN CITIES  
(located here at Grace)  

www.umnlutheran.org   612-605-8010  pastorkate@umnlutheran.org 
 

STATEMENT OF MISSION:  
The primary mission of Grace University Lutheran Church is to proclaim the gospel of 

Jesus Christ as an instrument of God’s reconciling love in the world. We do this so that 
reconciliation with God may become a reality for all. (2 Corinthians 5:18-21) 

 
STATEMENT OF AFFIRMATION:  

Grace University Lutheran Church is a spiritual community that celebrates the gifts of God 
that empower us to engage in the struggles of life, to care for each other, and to serve Christ 

where we work and live. Grace is a Reconciling-in-Christ congregation*. We welcome the 
participation of people of all ages, ethnic backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender identities, 

educational backgrounds, and economic conditions—all who want to join in community to 
honor God and be of service to people.           *since 1985 

 
THE PRAYER CHAIN  
A group of Grace members and friends pray daily for the extended community: special needs, 
concerns and joys. To participate in this caring ministry or to add a request to the prayer chain, 
please contact the church office, 612-331-8125 or info@graceattheu.org, or one of the pastors. 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT GROUPS MEET HERE (in our Peace Chapel) 
NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) on Campus meets Mondays at 7:30 pm.  
AA (Alcoholics Anonymous) meets Wednesdays at 12:15 pm.  

FLOWERS  
Call or email the office to request flowers for a Sunday service to remember a loved one or 
celebrate a special day. You may provide your own flowers or we’ll provide them for $20; flowers 
may be taken home in the vase.  

NON-PERISHABLE FOOD DONATIONS  
We support Community Emergency Services, a local resource center. Donations may be brought 
to our Fellowship Hall, or you may also place a monetary donation in the offering basket, 
designating it “Food Shelf.” 

COMMITMENT TO CREATION CARE 
In the spirit of being good stewards of the earth, we reuse when possible and recycle when it is 
not, including this bulletin. A basket in the narthex (entryway) is provided for paper recycling; 
other containers for general recycling and organics are placed throughout the building.

THE PEOPLE OF GRACE 

Ministers 
The Grace Community 

GRACE STAFF 
Mary Halvorson 

Co-Pastor 

Dan Garnaas 
Co-Pastor 

Heidi Johnson McAllister 
Director of Faith Formation 

Jill Abenth 
Office Manager 

Stephen Self 
Organist & Choir Director 

Joan Christensen 
Pianist 

Cheryl Lanigan 
Faith Community Nurse 

David A. Anderson 
Bookkeeper & Financial Secretary 

Mechawit Simmons 
Custodian 

Mike Lanigan 
Sunday Attendant 

Jared Steven Coffin 
Composer in Residence 

VOLUNTEER STAFF 
Patti Regan 

Handbell Choir Director 

Stefan Wolf 
Second Sunday Singing Director 

Janelle Bussert 
Keyboard Choir Director 

Carolyn Winters Folke 
Offering Counting Coordinator 

LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY 
STAFF 

Kate Reuer Welton 
Lutheran Campus Pastor 

Michelle Greene 
Administrative & Development 

Assistant 

Dana Rademacher Hansen 
Program Associate 

Bergen Nelson 
St. Paul Outreach Intern 

Michael Morris 
Musician 

Jenna Van Holtum 
Student Admin & Development 

Blessing 

May the long time sun shine upon you, all love surround you, 
and the pure light within you guide you on your way home. 

NOTE:  
During our time of 
physical distancing, 
much of the 
information here is 
not applicable – no 
official office hours, 
no support groups 
are meeting, etc. 
Please email or call 
the office (and leave 
a message) if you 
have questions – 
emails and phone 
calls will be checked 
regularly.  

http://www.graceattheu.org/
mailto:info@graceattheu.org
http://www.umnlutheran.org/
mailto:pa
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