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PASTOR’S PAGE 
What is counter-cultural, subversive, and refuses to collude with 
society’s bent toward denial? That’s right, the Psalms.  

Hopefully many of you are aware of Grace’s “Psalm Project”. Everyday a 
psalm is read by one or two people from a Grace household. A candle is 
lit, a bell is rung, and we are invited to pause and listen. The psalm is 
followed by a prayer written specifically for that psalm. We began with 
Psalm 1 on June 1st and will finish reading all 150 psalms sometime in 
November.  

Why are we doing this communal reading of the psalms? 

With the suspension of in-person worship for an unknown time span, 
we need be creative about ways to stay connected. How can we see and 
hear from one another and experience meaningful engagement while  
being apart? Monastic communities sang and prayed the psalms for 
centuries. Our communal reading is an old practice, but with a new 
twist thanks to social media. I see neighbors Woody and Nina sitting as 
close as they can; Woody rings the bell and Nina reads. I am moved by 
their presence, their attention to the task, and their love for each other. 
Grace. 

I want to share some thoughts 
about the psalms gleaned 
from Old Testament Professor 
Walter Brueggemann, a long-
time student of the psalms and 
activist.  

The psalms are not always easy  
to hear. The images and language are often violent, they sound harsh to 
our ears. We wonder if the text is dated and out of sync with our lives. 
We probably have some favorite psalms that bring comfort. But so 
many, in fact 1/3 of them, express complaint and lament. They are not 
“feel good” texts. 

Like much of current popular music or street art, the psalms express loss 
and the full expression of being human. Brueggemann believes our 
North American society is deeply committed to the practice of denial. 
We see this in the social unrest pulsating across the globe: the denial of 
systemic racism, police brutality, and our 400+ year history of lives 
destroyed, lynched and shunted because of skin color. We are in 

Pastor’s Page continued on p. 2… 
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WORSHIP in JULY 
We worship apart, but together. Bulletins and 

additional worship information will continue to be 
sent by email on Saturdays at 5 pm.  

Sundays at 9:30 am we have “Live: Stories & Songs” 
on our Facebook page – a worshipful and fun time for 

children of all ages. 

Sunday, July 5 
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
Worship provided by the staff of the Minneapolis 

Area Synod, Pastor Kelly Chatman preaching 

Zechariah 9:9-12 The king will come in humility 
and peace 

Psalm 145:8-14 
Romans 7:15-25a The struggle within the self 
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 The yoke of discipleship 

_____________________ 

Sunday, July 12 
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
Table of Mercy Setting 

Isaiah 55:10-13 The growth of the word to 
accomplish God’s purpose 

Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13 
Romans 8:1-11 Live according to the Spirit 
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 The parable of the sower 

and the seed 
_____________________ 

Sunday, July 19 
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Bluegrass Liturgy with Steve Abenth 

Isaiah 44:6-8 There is no other god than the Lord 
Psalm 86:11-17 
Romans 8:12-25 The revealing of the children of 

God 
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 The parable of the 

weeds 
_____________________ 

Sunday, July 26 
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

1 Kings 3:5-12 Solomon’s prayer for wisdom 
Psalm 119:129-136 
Romans 8:26-39 Nothing can separate us from 

God’s love 
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 Parables of the reign of 

heaven 
 

 
 

another historic moment of epiphany, of truth being 
revealed. “Riot is the language of the unheard”, Martin 
Luther King Jr. once challenged.  

The church should be the most honest people and 
“place in town.” The psalms help us tell the truth 
about our lives and world. “We don’t have to be nice 
before God, only honest”. The psalms contain the full 
expression of our emotional life before God.  

Like poetry, the psalms invite us to slow down, take 
time, digest what is evoked in us, what do we need to 
pray about, what do we need to act on? Who is crying 
out in lament and complaint? My place of advantage 
and comfort may keep me from hearing the cries of 
others. How are my ears plugged up, whose pain do I 
want to run from? The psalms take us to places we 
might not have the courage to go, they open up depths 
in our faith.  

Bruggemann speaks about the “counter” world of the 
psalms, and how they refuse to participate in the 
dominant world. In our baptism we have signed on for 
a very different world; our discipleship and citizenship 
contributes to that different world. The psalms keep 
that world of justice, righteousness, and neighborliness 
in front of us. This is the Reign of God, the Kin-dom of 
God. If we didn’t have these texts, we might think the 
dominant world is the real world. And that would be 
false, Brueggemann claims.   

The psalms of lament and complaint allow us “to hand 
our dark proclivities over to God’s good grace”. The 
images of nature and creation remind us God’s 
mystery is to be honored. The world does not belong 
to us and is not ours to manipulate.  

The psalms are filled with all kinds of imagery and 
metaphors that can’t be reduced to one meaning. They 
open our imaginations and provide what we need for a 
“rich and thick” dialogue with God that is full of 
honesty, confession, yearning, longing, and even 
confusion.  

So, this is a bit about why we are reading the psalms 
together during a time such as this. 

Please contact Jill or me if you would like to join this 
communal reading. Thank you to all who have read 
from their homes. 

In God’s love, 
Pastor Mary 
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COLLECTING ITEMS 
FOR A FAMILY 

We are looking for donations — 
used cell phones and lightly used 
children’s clothes (up to age 10) — 
to send to family members of 
Yareli, our housemate and asylum 
seeker from Honduras. We are 
willing to pick the items up.  Please 
contact Janelle: 651-707-6312, 
or jbussert2@aol.com to arrange 
for transport.  Thanks so much!  

—Janelle Bussert and Anita Hill 

__________________ 
COMMUNITY 

NOTES 
Birth: 
Henry Jeffery Sluis, son of Ashley 
and Christopher Sluis, on June 15. 

ENDURING GRACE BENEVOLENCE 
FUND: Final Report  

In 2017, after the sale of the Grace parking lot, a committee was 
formed with the task of inviting Grace members to discern the use of 
the parking lot proceeds. The Enduring Grace Task Force was chaired 
initially by Jim Peterson and Stan Olson. After many one-on-one 
conversations (a planned Inreach), and small and large group 
meetings, the congregation voted to set aside 15% of the parking lot 
proceeds for benevolence purposes. 

The first disbursement of $156,000 provided funds for Lutheran 
World Relief, ELCA World Hunger Appeal, the Lutheran Disaster 
Response, and Lutheran Campus Ministry-Twin Cities. $60,000 was 
divided among ten social justice organizations that Grace had 
historically supported, to provide one-time grants to support their on-
going work. Finally, $33,600 was split between two ELCA 
congregations in the Minneapolis Area Synod in need of mission and 
ministry support. 

The final phase of disbursing the remaining $156,000 was to be 
completed by 2022. The committee began meeting in late summer 
2019. We decided we would like to give away the money as promptly 
as we could make a proposal. Our final plan represents the various 
concerns and values of the Grace community — racial equity, climate 
change, affordable housing, justice for the LGBTQI community, peace 
efforts in the DRC, community health in Nepal and India, educational 
support for our friends in Tanzania, encouragement for a start-up 
community organizing effort in Liberia, support for our Muslim 
neighbors and interfaith work, and support for a Lutheran 
organization working for justice in Palestine. Our goal was to give 2-3 
major (legacy) gifts to make a significant difference, as well as 
support and encourage smaller and local scrappy and committed 
justice and social change organizations with smaller gifts. We are 
excited to support the construction of homes, an addition to a health 
clinic specializing in cutting-edge support to transgender people, a 
production center to support training and building skills to transform 
lives in the DRC, and to support the work of God’s Church around the 
world.  

At the congregational meeting on June 14, 2020, Grace members 
unanimously approved our proposal. Checks will soon be in the mail 
to the organizations listed below: 

$1,000 MN Islamic Resource Group, which offers Minnesotans the 
opportunity to learn about Islam and Muslim cultures from 
American Muslims. 

$3,000  CAST, (Collaborative Action for Social Transformation) 
founded in Liberia by former Grace member Jesse King.  This 
money will provide support and education related to the 
COVID pandemic.  

Continued on page 4… 

 

 
 

Jensen Joyce enjoys Live: Stories & Songs 
time on a Sunday morning 

Our gardeners are spreading the garden love 
further down the sidewalk along Delaware  
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Enduring Grace Benevolence continued… 

$5,000  Bright Stars of Bethlehem, a U.S. based fundraising effort to 
support the work of Rev. Dr. Miri Raheb, a Palestinian Lutheran 
pastor in Bethlehem. These funds are earmarked to serve seniors 
who have been left vulnerable in their communities when young 
people have left their homeland to pursue opportunities 
elsewhere. 

$7,000 Sheridan Story, a local organization fighting childhood hunger.  
They partner with schools and school districts to provide 
nutritious meals and food for children. 

$10,000 These monies will be held until the Grace Racial Equity Team 
proposes an organization to receive these funds. 

$5,000 MN 350, part of the global movement to end the pollution 
damaging our climate. These funds will support MN350’s 
continuing presence in Northern Minnesota, building rural 
resilience and indigenous resistance. 

$25,000 Lutheran World Relief, to address climate change issues during the 
monsoon season in India and Nepal, through education, training, 
and an early flood warning system. 

$5,000 Kongei, Tanzania: Purchase and installation of toilets for the 
school. 

$15,000 Mwendo Congo/Laixxez l’Afrique Vivre (LAV), founded by Grace 
member Kubisa Muzenende-Sosthene. These funds will assist in 
completing a production facility in Bukavu, DRC to provide 
services to high-risk, underserved youth through a training and 
jobs program. 

$40,000 Beacon Interfaith Housing Collaborative, to support a new housing 
project in downtown Minneapolis, Bimosedaa, with culturally 
relevant services tailored toward members of the Native 
community experiencing homelessness. 

$40,000 Family Tree Clinic has developed a robust practice in trans 
healthcare and offers the only sliding fee scale hormone 
treatment for transgender people in a seven state region.  This 
grant will go toward their Capitol campaign for construction of a 
new clinic with more exam rooms that will allow them to serve 
10,000 more patients annually. 

Thanks to so many people in the Grace community who were part of 
creating these benevolence plans over the past three years, turning our 
dreams of generosity into tangible and meaningful gifts. The individuals 
who have been most involved include Jim Peterson, Stan Olson, Pastors 
Mary and Dan, Sara Martin, Christina Herron-Sweet, Connie Fourré, Drew 
Schwab, Ruth Parriott, and Patty Lee. 

Submitted by Patty Lee 

 

 

JULY  
BIRTHDAYS 

Esther Bystedt 1 
Devon Swiontkowski 3 
Burke Hill 5 
Isabelle Iwen 5 
Linda Talcott Lee 5 
Tim Joyce 8 
Patti Regan 9 
Julia Lee 10 
Katherine Mohn 10 
Janelle Bussert 11 
Benjamin Cox 12 
Diana Flotten 13 
Mary Rockswold 13 
Laura Thelander 13 
Jan Bailey 14 
Cassidy Chadwick 14 
Connie Fourré 14 
Ryann Eckstrom 16 
Sage Higgins 16 
Karly Randall 18 
Lori Fewer 19 
Thabiso Mokoena 23 
Will Anderson 24 
Joe Carlson 24 
Marcia Carlson 25 
Benjamin Oasheim 25 
Melanie Heuiser Hill 27 
Nancy Laskaris 27 
Karen Poel 27 
Britta Evenson 28 
Jack Rector 28 
Eliot Hawkinson 29 
Kris Koukkari 29 
Charlie Patterson 30 
Carolyn Folke 31 
Karalynn Marr 31 
Leslie Ory Lewellen 31 
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NURSE’S NOTE 
Grieving at a Distance   

(“Grief and Covid-19: Saying goodbye in the age of physical distancing” 
Kirsten Weir: April 6, 2020 American Psychological Association) 

When my grandmother, father and mother were actively dying I felt 
honored to be able to spend time at their bedside talking with/to them, 
holding hands, praying, sometimes singing — saying goodbye. At times I 
was alone and at other time there were a group of us in the room talking 
to each other and in turn talking to our family member.  I call this 
“walking them”.  It was comforting to know that they could hear us/me 
as we shared our love and assurance that “it was ok to leave and go 
home”.  Enter COVID-19 and everything changed.  We can no longer be 
close by with the strict isolation measures in place, so we often cannot 
say our final farewells — regardless of the cause (unless they are at 
home).  Besides being unable to be at the bedside, it also makes it hard 
for mourners to come together.  

Every culture has its own customs and rituals for grieving for loved ones.  
Regardless of the exact custom, almost all customs share a key element:  
social connection — being close with other mourners.  Now we need to 
face grief and sorrow alone, socially isolated, when we most need the 
comfort from family and friends.  Although some people have begun to 
use virtual services with minimal numbers of mourners present, 
technology does not replace an in-person hug.  When we are physically 
near to other mourners it helps us produce some of the feel-good 
hormones like oxytocin, dopamine and serotonin. (Sherry Cormier, 
psychologist)   

Grief is a natural part of life. It is a strong, sometimes overwhelming 
reaction to death, divorce, job loss, a move or loss of health due to 
illness.  As you experience grief you may feel empty and numb, or unable 
to feel joy or sadness.  You can also feel angry.  You may experience 
physical reactions such as: trembling or shakiness, muscle weakness, 
nausea and trouble eating, trouble sleeping or difficulty breathing.  You 
may experience nightmares, not want to be with crowds or be unable to 
participate in activities that you normally enjoy.  Generally speaking, the 
feelings of intense grief lessen (but do not go away) over a period of 
about 6 months, but everyone’s grief is unique to them. 

Some actions that you can take to help you cope with feeling 
of grief after the loss of a loved one during this time of 
distancing are (source CDC): 

• Connecting with other people by:  Inviting people to 
call or host conference calls with family/friends to stay 
connected; Ask family and friends to share stories and 
pictures; Coordinate a date and time for family and 
friends to honor your loved one by reciting selected 
poem or scripture reading or prayer within their own 
households. 

 

 
 

 

• Creating memories or 
rituals:  Develop a virtual 
memory book, blog or 
webpage to remember 
your loved one, and ask 
family/friends to 
contribute their memories 
and stories; Take part in an 
activity, such as planting a 
tree or preparing a 
favorite meal, that has 
significance to you and 
your loved one. 

• Asking for help from 
others:  Seek spiritual 
support: Seek out grief 
counseling or mental 
health services, support 
groups, or hotlines, 
especially those that can 
be offered over the phone; 
Seek support from other 
trusted community 
organizations. 

This is an exceedingly difficult 
time of grief for many of our 
church family.  You are all held 
close to my heart in thought 
and prayer.  

Matthew 5:4—“Blessed are 
those who  mourn for they will 
be comforted.” 

—Nurse Cheryl 
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OPPORTUNITIES 
TO HELP DURING 

THIS TIME 
There are a number of 
organizations on the ground 
working to meet specific 
community needs.  

If you prefer to make monetary 
donations through Grace, you can 
give directly to our Twin Cities Aid 
fund—the staff and leaders of 
Grace are discerning where these 
funds will best be distributed. 

Though volunteering in devastated 
areas has dissipated in the wake of 
the crisis, the need for volunteers 
remains. If you are moved to help 
and feel relatively safe being out 
and about during this pandemic, 
please visit one of these churches’ 
websites to learn about and sign 
up for volunteering opportunities: 

• Calvary Lutheran Church  
(3901 Chicago Ave, Mpls)  
has a food shelf and other ways  
to serve: http://clchurch.org. 
 

• Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
(2730 East 31st Street, Mpls) 
needs volunteers and are 
accepting donations: 
https://htlcmpls.org 

 
 

DYLANN ROOF IS A LUTHERAN:  
A Deep and Painful “Aha” Moment about Race 

By Sue Engh and Liz Andress 

SUE:  Earlier this year, I led a group of Grace members in reading 
together and discussing ELCA Pastor Lenny Duncan’s book Dear 
Church: A Love Letter from a Black Preacher to the Whitest 
Denomination in the U.S. One of his chapters addresses the fact that 
Dylann Roof, the young white man who, on June 17, 2015, shot and 
killed nine Black parishioners during a Bible study at Mother Emanuel 
African Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston, South Carolina, was 
a Lutheran, raised in an ELCA congregation.  

This year, on June 17, the ELCA initiated an annual denomination-wide 
“day of commemoration of the martyrdom of the Emanuel 9,” with a 
notice sent to all its congregations, which our church staff passed 
along to Grace folks through our weekly Letterbox email.  

LIZ: As I read the information on the ELCA's commemoration page, I 
noticed that Dylann Roof's name, and the fact that he is Lutheran, 
were omitted. All the martyrs are named, but Dylann remains 
nameless, identified only as ‘a self-professed white supremacist,’ with 
no mention of his church affiliation. There is one opaque reference to 
‘our relationship with the shooter.’  [A bit more is said in the hour-
long commemoration video itself.] 

We think we are doing the “right thing” by naming the victims of 
white violence—and of course we are.  “Say his name” rings out at 
every protest, lists of the Black bodies that have died are written, 
spoken, scrawled, screamed. But we must also name the white 
perpetrators and understand, if I am a white person, that I am 
affiliated. And how much more to name the white murderer in the 
same breath as my beloved Lutheran faith tradition. 

The omission of Dylann’s name and Lutheran identity seems like an 
example of identifying people outside our group by their affiliation, 
but when it's someone from our own group, we so want it to be about 
the individual and not about his religious upbringing. The omission 
seems glaring and deeply problematic to me. What if the ELCA 
commemoration started with the name of the murderer, that he is 
'one of us,' and began with the deepest possible confession of sins? 
This creates a level of discomfort we may not welcome. But I'm 
learning that the only way I as a white person can walk this journey of 
racial justice and conciliation is to build lots of stamina for discomfort. 

SUE:  Pastor Duncan, in his book, dares to reflect on what it means 
that we share a denomination with Dylann Roof: 

“White Lutheranism [has] never confronted Dylann’s white-
supremacist beliefs, and we need to examine our church 
structure, theology, and communities to understand why… What  

Seeking “Aha” Moment Stories—
Do you have a story to share about 
when you became aware of race 
or perhaps an experience that 
helped you change your behavior 
in relation to people who don’t 
share your skin color? If you are 
interested in writing your story 
(about 400 words or less) please 
contact Niki Johnson: 
nikijohnson29@yahoo.com or 917-
617-1296. 
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ZOOMING IN ON OUR 

CONGREGATION’S 
BUSINESS 

Congregational meeting held  
June 14, 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

about our tradition and the way that we express 
Lutheranism allows something like blatant white 
supremacy to go unchallenged?... What about our 
congregations and the way we relate to the world has 
left us completely ill equipped to call out this sort of 
radical evil as it festers in our pews? What are we doing 
to equip our members to engage with their families  
and the broader community? How are we training  
them to start to talk these folks back from the edge  
of the abyss?” (pgs. 53 & 58)   

Even as we confess and wrestle with our complicity in  
white supremacy, we join Pastor Duncan in this reminder 
and challenge: 

“Dylann Roof is a Lutheran. We believe he has to do 
nothing to earn salvation, but we are called to wrestle 
with the questions raised by the fact that he and  
[we] are a part of the same body. We are called  
to make sure that we create conditions that are  
conducive to grace and not hatred.” (p. 62) 

SUE & LIZ:  We share these reflections as a chance to 
corporately confess that we as white folks easily 
gloss over truths and then pass along incomplete 
(and dishonest or un-self-reflective) information, 
which is evidence of our persistent white privilege 
and blindness to our own complicity. We call 
attention to this behavior for the sake of corporate 
introspection, and with the declared aspiration to do 
better and keep growing bolder in our intentions and 
actions. 
 

GRACE COUNCIL MEMBERS 
President  Stan Olson 
Vice President  Drew Schwab 
Vice President Nicole Johnson 
Treasurer  John Edmundson 
Secretary  Lisa Linnell 
Council-at-Large  Kirsten Bansen Weigle 
Council-at-Large  Becky Hunter 
Council-at-Large Joe Carlson 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Adult Education  Nancy Laskaris 
Archives & History Gordon Folke  
Children & Youth Jenny Odden 
Congregational Life Frieda von Qualen 
Hawkinson Fund Jared Oasheim & Stan Jacobson 
Outreach Susan Wooten 
Property Rolf Carlsen 
Sunday Service Coordinator Rose Carlsen 
Social Justice Coordinator Anita Hill 
Stewardship  
Worship and Music David Grandall 
Leadership Development  Jean Stilwell, David Anderson,  

Sara Sneed Miller   
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Grace University Lutheran Church 
324 Harvard St. SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 
612-331-8125 
www.graceattheu.org 
info@graceattheu.org 
 
*Address service requested* 

STATEMENT of MISSION  
The primary mission of Grace 
University Lutheran Church is to 
proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ as 
an instrument of God’s reconciling love 
in the world. We do this so that 
reconciliation with God may become a 
reality for all.       (2 Corinthians 5:18-21) 

STATEMENT of AFFIRMATION  
Grace University Lutheran Church is a 
spiritual community that celebrates 
the gifts of God that empower us to 
engage in the struggles of life, to care 
for each other, and to serve Christ 
where we work and live. Grace is a 
Reconciling-in-Christ congregation. We 
welcome the participation of people of 
all ages, ethnic backgrounds, sexual 
orientations, gender identities, 
educational backgrounds, and 
economic conditions—all who want to 
join in community to honor God and be 
of service to people. 
____________________________ 

OFFICE/BUILDING HOURS 
Temporarily suspended during the 
pandemic  

THE PEOPLE of GRACE 
 Ministers The Grace Community 

Grace Staff 
 Mary Halvorson Co-Pastor, pastormary@graceattheu.org 
 Dan Garnaas Co-Pastor, pastordan@graceattheu.org  
 Heidi Johnson McAllister Director of Faith Formation  
   and Member Engagement, cyf@gracattheu.org  
 Jill Abenth Office Manager, info@graceattheu.org  
 Stephen Self Organist and Choir Director, music@graceattheu.org   
 Joan Christensen Pianist, jerjoanchriste@hotmail.com   
 David Anderson Bookkeeper & Financial Secretary, akrodavidmn@gmail.com  
 Cheryl Lanigan Faith Community Nurse, nurse@graceattheu.org  
 Mechawit Simmons Custodian  
 Mike Lanigan Sunday Attendant  
 Jared Steven Coffin Composer in Residence  

Volunteer Staff 
 Stefan Wolf Second Sunday Singing Director, stefanjwolf@gmail.com  
 Janelle Bussert Keyboard Choir Director, jbussert2@aol.com 
 Patti Regan Handbell Choir Director, regan.patti@gmail.com  
 Carolyn Winters Folke Offering Counting Coordinator, cbwf40@gmail.com 

Lutheran Campus Ministry Staff 
 Kate Reuer Welton Lutheran Campus Pastor, pastorkate@umnlutheran.org  
 Michelle Greene Administrative & Development Assistant, info@umnlutheran.org 
 Dana Rademacher Hansen Program Associate, dana@umnlutheran.org 
 Bergen Nelson St. Paul Outreach Intern, bergen@umnlutheran.org  
 Michael Morris Musician, michael@umnlutheran.org 
 Jenna Van Holtum Student Admin & Development Intern, jenna@umnlutheran.org 
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Grace Council Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday May 13, 2020 – 6:00-7:30 PM 

(via Zoom technology) 

Attending: Pastor Mary, Pastor Dan, Stan Olson, Becky Hunter, 
Sara Martin, John Edmundson, Joe Carlson, Niki Johnson, Drew 
Schwab, Lisa Linnell 

Call to Order by Stan Olson at 6:02pm 

Opening Word (John E) “Reflections” by Cyrus E Albertson  

April 8 and April 20 Council Minutes - Lisa 

Action: Motion to approve minutes as distributed. Motion 
by Lisa, second by Sara. Motion approved. 

April Financial Reports – John 
Report highlights 
• Both collections and expenses are lower than budgeted due 

to COVID-19 circumstances.  
• Check for garage door damage reimbursement from UPS 

insurance is in the mail. Thank you to Pastor Dan, Drew, Jill, 
and David for their help in resolving this situation.  

• Mission Investment Fund estate gifts – We have not yet 
received a statement on that. Net income would be positive 
if the estate gift had come in before the end of the month. 

Action: Motion to receive financial reports as distributed. 
Motion by John, second by Drew. Motion approved. 

Pastors’ Reports – Dan and Mary 
Update on the life and mission of Grace Church in this time 
• Put in place the Circles of Care. Recruited almost 30 

volunteers that will be calling everyone at Grace within the 
next couple of weeks. 

• Adding Voice of Grace to the services. Share faith stories for 
5 minutes during services.  

• Starting small groups via Zoom. Thinking about having 
Grace University Courses, starting in June. Keep people 
engaged and connected. 

• Staff is doing well. Mike will be doing deep-cleaning and any 
kind of repair. Staff will be meeting to do long-range 
planning. Need to think in new ways about time-frame and 
how we do things. Grateful for the staff. 

• On the ground team: 3 Grace member + 3-4 LCM students 
picking up medication, groceries, help out any way they 
can.  

• Hawkinson Committee is working to make a scholarship 
selection during week of May 18.  

• May 20 the flat roof will be replaced. Thank you to Rolf 
Carlsen and Jill.  

• Jill has numbers about how many people are tuning into 
services, how many people open the materials. Some 
former members that have moved away have been able to 
engage from a distance.  

Building Process Update – Dan 
Building Committee subcommittee met with Miller-Dunwiddie 
May 4 and made the decision to move ahead with inviting bids 
and interviewing contractors; budget under continued review. 
Continued conversation with city of Minneapolis on approval, 

plans, costs. Updates will be brought to the council and the 
congregation for consideration. No action needed by the council 
at this time. 

Online Worship 
Proposal to use online worship provided by the synod staff. 
Synod staff has offered to provide online worship for Memorial 
Day and 4th of July, gives pastors a weekend off. John Hulden 
said this has never been done before but current circumstances 
warrant trying new things.  

Pastoral transition timeline revision  
Possibility for consideration – no council action needed at this 
time 

August - Renew invitation to members to express interest 

September 9 Council Meeting  
 Invite Pr. John Hulden to meet with Council 

Name call committee members & chair 

Plan the preparation process for the Ministry Site Profile 

September 20 – possible congregational meeting (mission 
planning) 

December – Target for Ministry Site Profile completion 

Constitutional revision  
• If council approves the attached draft, it would go to the 

congregation in September. 
• Proposed action for September: To recommend to the 

congregation that it approve the proposed revisions to the 
constitution of Grace University Lutheran Church. 

• Grace has a big enough budget that the Synod recommends 
a periodic audit.  

• Plans to transfer officer descriptions into bylaw language; 
bylaws can be considered at the September congregational 
meeting.  

• Amendments to the Constitution must be considered at two 
congregational meetings: September and January.  

Action: Motion to recommend development of draft bylaws, 
seeking to have them ready for consideration at the 
September congregational meeting. Motion by Drew, second 
by Becky. Motion approved. 

Other Business – Congregational meeting June 14, 2020 (by 
Zoom technology) 

Agenda items:  
Minutes – Regular & Special Meetings, January 26, 2020 
Elections 
Enduring Grace Grants  
Constitutional Amendments Moved to September 
Congregational Meeting 

Adjourn 

Action: Motion to adjourn. Motion by Sara, second by Drew. 
Motion approved. Adjourn at 6:52pm. 

 

 


