
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

God’s word is like rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is like the sower who 
scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are seeds sown in the earth. Even from what appears to 

be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest so we may bear fruit in the world. 

 

—————GATHERING————— 

The Holy Spirit gathers us together as the people of God wherever we find ourselves 
 
WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE Valse Op64 N1 Frédéric Chopin 
 
RINGING THE BELL 

 
 

 

 

Welcome!  
 This is a resource for you to 

worship in your home—in your 
household of one or many, 

young or old—which can be 
used alongside the worship 
video (link provided below). 

This bulletin includes links to 
additional resources, prompts 
to provoke a deeper response, 

and allows space for you to 
consider what is meaningful to 
you, to experience the Word of 
God within your own context in 

perhaps new ways. 

Peace be with you during this 
time of “physical distancing” as 

we care for ourselves, one 
another, and the world through 

intentional practice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
July 12, 2020 

Worshiping Apart Together 
Table of Mercy Setting 

 
Download this bulletin, then 

follow along with the 
worship video on  

Grace’s YouTube channel:  
Worship – July 12, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/ftSNk07hVlU
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GATHERING HYMN The Numberless Gifts of God’s Mercies 683 ELW 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. Amen. 
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KYRIE   

 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE Holy, Holy, Holy    

 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, 
and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in 
you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen.   

—————WORD————— 

God speaks to us through scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING Isaiah 55:10-13 

      10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
 making it bring forth and sprout, 
  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
  it shall not return to me empty, 
 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is 
as sure and effective as never-

failing precipitation. Their 
return to the Holy Land in a 

new exodus is cheered on by 
singing mountains and by trees 

that clap their hands. 

 

Argentine traditional   

 
 

from the Orthodox Liturgy, 
Ukraine —“Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy.”  
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 12For you shall go out in joy, 
  and be led back in peace; 
 the mountains and the hills before you 
  shall burst into song, 
  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
 and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, 
  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC  

Der Hölle Rache kocht in meinem Herzen (The Magic Flute: Queen of the Night aria) 
W.A. Mozart 

PSALM 65:[1-8] 9-13 

      [1You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; 
  to you shall vows be fulfilled. 
 2To you, the one who answers prayer, 
  to you all flesh shall come. 
 3Our sins are stronger than we are, 
  but you blot out our transgressions. 
 4Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell there! 
  They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness of your 
temple.  
 5Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our salvation, 
  O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans far away. 
 6You make firm the mountains by your power; 
  you are girded about with might. 
 7You still the roaring of the seas, 
  the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples. 
 8Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous signs; 
  you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.]   
    9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of 
God is full of water. 
  You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth. 
 10You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; 
  with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 
 11You crown the year with your goodness, 
  and your paths overflow with plenty. 
 12May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, 
  and the hills be clothed with joy. 
 13May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves 
with grain; 
  let them shout for joy and sing.  
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GOSPEL VERSE Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil 512 ELW 

 

THE GOSPEL  Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

The holy gospel according to Matthew.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 

1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd 
stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A 
sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds 
came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have 
much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the 
sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other 
seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on 
good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let 
anyone with ears listen!” 
  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is 
sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky 
ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet 
such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or 
persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22As for 
what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the 
world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what 
was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who 
indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in 
another thirty.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

In Matthew’s gospel, both 
Jesus and his disciples “sow the 

seed” of God’s word by 
proclaiming the good news 

that “the kingdom of heaven is 
near.” Now, in a memorable 

parable, Jesus explains why this 
good news produces different 

results in those who hear. 
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SERMON  Pastor Mary Halvorson 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 Sung response: The Spirit Intercedes for Us 180 ELW 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER    

Our Father, Our Mother, in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

—————SENDING————— 

God blesses us and sends us into the world. 

BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, Jesus, the Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal love. 
Amen. 

 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE In Christ There Is No East or West arr. Hassell 

OFFERING  

We are thankful for your gifts that support our shared ministry: 
http://graceattheu.org/giving-online/ 

http://graceattheu.org/giving-online/
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Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS103452 

______________________________________________________________ 
 

Thank you to all our participants in this morning’s worship & fellowship: 

Pastors 
Mary Halvorson, Dan Garnaas 

Worship Leaders   
Joey Wehrman and Allison Wehrman, Karly Randall 

Music  
Joan Christensen (piano), Karly Randall (vocals), Paul Paddock (prelude and postlude),  
Marta Hill and Irena Wilson (special music) 

Coffee Hour Coordinator 
Jon Swenson Tellekson 

Video Editor 
Jill Abenth 

______________________________________________________________ 

  A sower went out to sow...  —Matthew 13.3 
 
God will sow the seed of herself in you 
and sometimes you won't know it. 
Sometimes you'll suspect but not trust. 
Sometimes you'll believe but chicken out. 
Sometimes you'll do your best to receive but fail. 
And sometimes grace will bear fruit in you. 
 
You'll need to forgive 
and sometimes you won't try, 
or try and get hung up on your own deserving, 
or get discouraged when the other doesn't get it. 
And sometimes forgiveness will set you free. 
 
God will sow you in the world 
and sometimes you won't belong. 
Sometimes people will misunderstand. 
Sometimes they'll dislike you or use you. 
And sometimes you'll blossom.  
 
Sometimes you'll try to sow seeds of justice 
but you'll do a lousy job. 
Or do it well, but folks will resist. 
Or they'll care but they'll be overwhelmed by an unjust society. 
And sometimes your witness will bear fruit.  
 
Failure, 
failure, 
failure, 
fruit. 
All of it grace. All of it.  

Steve Garnaas-Holmes   
Unfolding Light, www.unfoldinglight.net 

 

You are invited to  
ZOOM COFFEE HOUR! 

Begins at 11:30 am 
Sunday, July 12 

GraceCoffeeHour.com 

 

Click to Join Coffee Hour 
 

Tip: Scroll down to find the 
button to join, and then you 

will be routed into sub-
groups (like the tables in the 

fellowship hall) 

 

 

http://www.unfoldinglight.net/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88105356617
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Share with us how you do this at home! Take a picture of your worship space – send to Jill at 
info@graceattheu.org to be included in Wednesday’s Letterbox email, or add to the Grace 
University Families Facebook page (request to be added if you have not yet joined it). 
 

______________________________________________________________ 

During this time of intentional physical distancing, staff are at the church sporadically. Expect 
more online engagement from and within the Grace community. Visit our website, 
www.graceattheu.org, for updates, and find us on Facebook at our “Grace University Lutheran 
Church” page (Grace Evangelical sometimes pops up…that is not a Facebook page we manage) 
or our “Grace University Families” group. We encourage you to seek Sabbath time as you are 
able. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

GIVE TO GRACE ONLINE 

Donations to Grace can be made by mailing a check to the office or online 
through our website—we use GivePlus for one-time and recurring donations 
(there’s also an app for that!): graceattheu.org/giving-online/  

_______________________________________________________________ 

PSALM PROJECT: DAY BY DAY WITH GRACE 

Our daily e-votionals continue through the season of Pentecost as we read through the Psalms. 
Videos of the psalms go to those on the Daily E-votionals email list (to be added to this list, sign 
up HERE – or email Jill to be added at info@graceattheu.org). By the end of October Grace folks 
will have read all 150 Psalms. This is an opportunity to experience a communal listening to 
poetry that addresses the struggles and joys of life and faith. 

Members of the Grace community are invited to participate!  
Participants videotape ahead of time: light a candle, ring a bell and read an assigned psalm, and 
send the video to Jill. Please contact Pastor Mary at pastormary@graceattheu.org if you would 
like to be a reader. 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

? 

mailto:info@graceattheu.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1612827358964839/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1612827358964839/
http://www.graceattheu.org/
http://graceattheu.org/giving-online/
https://graceattheu.us6.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=a3888eea25351b8a9f6c01012&id=fe54bc3bdc
mailto:info@graceattheu.org
mailto:pastormary@graceattheu.org
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

COLLECTING ITEMS FOR A FAMILY 

We are looking for donations — used cell phones and lightly used children’s clothes (up to age 
10) — to send to family members of Yareli, our housemate and asylum seeker from Honduras. 
We are willing to pick the items up.  Please contact Janelle: 651-707-6312, or  
jbussert2@aol.com to arrange for transport.  Thanks so much! —Janelle Bussert and Anita Hill 

_______________________________________ 

OPPORTUNITIES TO HELP DURING THIS TIME 

There are a number of organizations on the ground working to meet specific community needs. 
Opportunities are listed below.  

If you prefer to give through Grace, you can give directly to our Twin Cities Aid fund—the staff 
and leaders of Grace will discern where these funds will be distributed. 
 

ASSIST THROUGH CALVARY LUTHERAN 

Calvary Lutheran Church (3901 Chicago Ave, Mpls) has a couple of ways to serve 
(http://clchurch.org): 
• Our Food Shelf is currently operating Saturday and Tuesday from 9 am to noon. There 

are plenty of tasks at different times of the week. If people are interested in 
volunteering go to: link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040549aea722aaf85-
calvary. For specific questions, please contact FoodShelf@CLChurch.org. 

• The Calvary Community Table serves those coming to 38th and Chicago, the site of 
George Floyd’s murder and gathering place for neighbors and visitors. We offer free 
water, Gatorade, snacks, hand-sanitizer, masks, and respond to questions and 
emergency needs. Other organizations come and go from the corner, as well. We 
currently have congregational members and neighbors operating the CT. If people are 
interested, they can start by serving as a 
Host:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4caea623a0fb6-calvary 

We are currently well-stocked on supplies for both the Food Shelf and Community Table. In 
fact, much of our work is diverting donations to other locations. 

It looks like we’ll be at this in some form throughout the summer. Let me know if you have 
any questions. I am grateful for all the ways the church is being church in this historic 
moment. We say his name: George Floyd.  —Pastor Hans Lee 

ASSIST THROUGH HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church (2730 East 31st Street, Mpls) is tending the community in a 
number of ways. Visit their website for the most recent opportunities to volunteer and to 
find a list of items they are accepting as donations: https://htlcmpls.org 

RACIAL JUSTICE NETWORK 

The Racial Justice Network (RJN) Education Committee is partnering with the We Win 
Institute, which helps kids of color overcome the effects of systemic racism. Families 
identified as experiencing food insecurity are being provided groceries through the RJN 
Education Committee. They bring enough food to last 2-3 weeks, at a cost of $250.  

The Racial Equity Team at Grace is inviting Grace members to help in this cause. If you 
decide to help, you can help by sending a check to Grace with “Good Samaritan Fund 
(RJN)” on the memo line. You are encouraged to give what you are able, whether or not 
you can provide the full amount for a family’s groceries. If you have questions, please 
contact Linnea at linneaswensontellekson@gmail.com. 

mailto:jbussert2@aol.com
http://clchurch.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040549aea722aaf85-calvary
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040549aea722aaf85-calvary
mailto:FoodShelf@CLChurch.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4caea623a0fb6-calvary
https://htlcmpls.org/
https://www.we-win.org/
https://www.we-win.org/
mailto:linneaswensontellekson@gmail.com
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ABOUT GRACE 

GRACE UNIVERSITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
324 Harvard St. SE  Minneapolis, MN 55414 

612-331-8125  www.graceattheu.org  info@graceattheu.org 
Office hours: Monday – Thursday 9am-3pm; Friday 9am-12pm 

Find us on Facebook:  
Grace University Lutheran Church & Grace University Families 

All staff emails are listed on our website,  
or contact the office to be directed to the appropriate staff person. 

LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY – TWIN CITIES  
(located here at Grace)  

www.umnlutheran.org   612-605-8010  pastorkate@umnlutheran.org 
 

STATEMENT OF MISSION:  
The primary mission of Grace University Lutheran Church is to proclaim the gospel of 

Jesus Christ as an instrument of God’s reconciling love in the world. We do this so that 
reconciliation with God may become a reality for all. (2 Corinthians 5:18-21) 

 
STATEMENT OF AFFIRMATION:  

Grace University Lutheran Church is a spiritual community that celebrates the gifts of God 
that empower us to engage in the struggles of life, to care for each other, and to serve Christ 

where we work and live. Grace is a Reconciling-in-Christ congregation*. We welcome the 
participation of people of all ages, ethnic backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender identities, 

educational backgrounds, and economic conditions—all who want to join in community to 
honor God and be of service to people.           *since 1985 

 
THE PRAYER CHAIN  
A group of Grace members and friends pray daily for the extended community: special needs, 
concerns and joys. To participate in this caring ministry or to add a request to the prayer chain, 
please contact the church office, 612-331-8125 or info@graceattheu.org, or one of the pastors. 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT GROUPS MEET HERE (in our Peace Chapel) 
NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) on Campus meets Mondays at 7:30 pm.  
AA (Alcoholics Anonymous) meets Wednesdays at 12:15 pm.  

FLOWERS  
Call or email the office to request flowers for a Sunday service to remember a loved one or 
celebrate a special day. You may provide your own flowers or we’ll provide them for $20; flowers 
may be taken home in the vase.  

NON-PERISHABLE FOOD DONATIONS  
We support Community Emergency Services, a local resource center. Donations may be brought 
to our Fellowship Hall, or you may also place a monetary donation in the offering basket, 
designating it “Food Shelf.” 

COMMITMENT TO CREATION CARE 
In the spirit of being good stewards of the earth, we reuse when possible and recycle when it is 
not, including this bulletin. A basket in the narthex (entryway) is provided for paper recycling; 
other containers for general recycling and organics are placed throughout the building.

THE PEOPLE OF GRACE 

Ministers 
The Grace Community 

GRACE STAFF 
Mary Halvorson 

Co-Pastor 

Dan Garnaas 
Co-Pastor 

Heidi Johnson McAllister 
Director of Faith Formation 

Jill Abenth 
Office Manager 

Stephen Self 
Organist & Choir Director 

Joan Christensen 
Pianist 

Cheryl Lanigan 
Faith Community Nurse 

David A. Anderson 
Bookkeeper & Financial Secretary 

Mechawit Simmons 
Custodian 

Mike Lanigan 
Sunday Attendant 

Jared Steven Coffin 
Composer in Residence 

VOLUNTEER STAFF 
Patti Regan 

Handbell Choir Director 

Stefan Wolf 
Second Sunday Singing Director 

Janelle Bussert 
Keyboard Choir Director 

Carolyn Winters Folke 
Offering Counting Coordinator 

LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY 
STAFF 

Kate Reuer Welton 
Lutheran Campus Pastor 

Michelle Greene 
Administrative & Development 

Assistant 

Dana Rademacher Hansen 
Program Associate 

Bergen Nelson 
St. Paul Outreach Intern 

Michael Morris 
Musician 

Jenna Van Holtum 
Student Admin & Development 

Blessing 

May the long time sun shine upon you, all love surround you, 
and the pure light within you guide you on your way home. 

NOTE:  
During our time of 
physical distancing, 
much of the 
information here is 
not applicable – no 
official office hours, 
no support groups 
are meeting, etc. 
Please email or call 
the office (and leave 
a message) if you 
have questions – 
emails and phone 
calls will be checked 
regularly.  

http://www.graceattheu.org/
mailto:info@graceattheu.org
http://www.umnlutheran.org/
mailto:pa
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