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PASTOR’S PAGE
A favorite advent hymn of mine sings:
As the blue expectant hour
before the silv’ring skies,
we long to see your day arise,
whole and wise, whole and wise…
(#261 text by Susan Palo Cherwien)
The tune and text of this hymn convey a deep sense of longing. How we
long for a new day where all creation, its creatures and communities, are
turned toward wholeness and wisdom. How we long for so many things…
especially in these days.
When I was younger I always chaffed at the question “what is God’s will
for my life?” It seemed such a narrow question, as if there was one will,
and I could easily miss it. The question begins with the assumption I can
even discern God’s will. This was not a helpful
question for me to live with. Thankfully,
somewhere along the way, in my reading or
studying, I discovered a new framing of this
question. It would widen and broaden for me
the quest, the journey, the discerning it seems
we are always seeking.
I discovered another word for will. It is
longing. What does God long for in me? How
do I long for God? This was profoundly freeing.
These new questions invited a reciprocal
engagement between me and the divine,
creation and the holy. We long for each other.
We are created for longing. We yearn
organically. It’s in our nature. It’s also in God’s
very nature to yearn and long for us — for our gaze, our attention, our
heart, our lives, our love, our doing and being.
For what, for whom, for where are you yearning during these long
months of living in a global pandemic? This has become our shared state
of affairs: longing for that which is to come — a vaccine, a return to
embodied worship, reunions of family and friends and co-workers,
healing and restoration of weary bodies, a return to classrooms, an end to
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WORSHIP in DECEMBER
We worship apart, but together. Worship information is emailed
on Saturdays at 5 pm and are posted on our website. Worship
videos are on our YouTube channel.
Sundays at 9:30 am join us for “Live: Stories & Songs” on our
Facebook page – a worshipful and fun time for all ages.

Sunday, December 6
Second Sunday of Advent
LIVE WORSHIP VIA ZOOM (see p. 3)
Isaiah 40:1-11 Good news of God’s coming to a people in
exile
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
2 Peter 3:8-15a Waiting for and hastening the day of
God
Mark 1:1-8 John appears from the wilderness
_____________________
Sunday, December 13
Third Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 Righteousness and praise flourish like
a garden
Psalm 126
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 Kept in faith until the coming of
Christ
John 1:6-8, 19-28 A witness to the light
_____________________
Sunday, December 20
Fourth Sunday of Advent
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 The Lord’s promise to David
Luke 1:46b-55
Romans 16:25-27 The mystery of God revealed in Jesus
Christ
Luke 1:26-38 The angel appears to Mary
_____________________
Thursday, December 24
Christmas Eve (see right)
_____________________
Friday, December 25
Christmas Day
9:30 am Live: Stories & Songs with Pastors Mary and Dan
– Celebrating the birth of Christ (Facebook Live)
_____________________
Sunday, December 27
First Sunday of Christmas
Worship provided by the Minneapolis Area Synod staff
Isaiah 61:10—62:3 Clothed in garments of salvation
Psalm 148
Galatians 4:4-7 Children and heirs of God
Luke 2:22-40 The presentation of the child
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isolation, a resurgence of wisdom and practices
of compassion, and a deepened understanding
that all life is connected and intertwined.
Finally, I believe, our deepest longing is to find
and know home with God, to rest in God’s
cradle of divine grace. And the gift is that we
yearn and long for what is always present to
us; it is as close as our own breath.
The advent hymn ends with a description of
the longing we all share:
Shine your future on this place,
enlighten ev’ry guest,
that through us stream your holiness,
bright and blest, bright and blest;
come dawn, O Sun of grace.
Longing together,
Pastor Mary

__________________

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP
WITH THE GRACE
COMMUNITY
CHRISTMAS EVE:
All day
Pre-recorded service with special music,
sermon and candle lighting. Available
beginning that morning and accessible on
YouTube and our Facebook page
4:30 pm & 8:30 pm
Candlelighting services with Holy Communion
(via Zoom from the sanctuary)
These two live services will not be the same.
Worshippers are encouraged to attend both if
they desire.
Zoom connection information for the services
will be published in future bulletins, email
announcements, and on our website.
CHRISTMAS DAY:
9:30 am
Celebrating the birth of Christ — Facebook Live
for all ages. Tune in to our Grace University
Lutheran Church Facebook page at that time to
view the live stream.
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KUJIFUNZA PAMOJA:
LEARNING TOGETHER

th

Our 12 annual fundraiser with our partner/friends in
Tanzania
Date: Sunday, November 22—Sunday, December 6
Goal: $2500.00
Since 2008, Grace has had a partnership with teachers in
Kongei, Tanzania, formed initially through Peace Corps
volunteers and Grace members Randee and John Edmundson.
Each year Grace raises funds to support educational needs
there.
The Fundraiser this year is
for scholarships for two
students, Martha and
Francesca.
Sunday School families are
choosing goals to fulfill and
accepting flat donations or per “instance”: reading, practicing
musical instrument/piano, cartwheels, counting to 1 million,
learning multiplication tables, baking, blocks walked, etc.
How can the Grace Community participate?
• WELL... check with a Sunday School family and offer
encouragement to the kids
• Pledge to a Sunday School family directly
• Use GoFundMe to donate:
https://www.gofundme.com/f/kujifunza-pamoja-learningtogether?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link
&utm_campaign=p_cf+share-flow-1
• Send a check to Grace University Lutheran Church with “TZ
fundraiser” in the memo
—Asante Sana (Thank you)

DECEMBER 6 WORSHIP
Second Sunday of Advent
Live Worship with Holy Communion
@ 10:30 am via Zoom
Prepare for worship by gathering candles
(two for this Sunday of Advent), bread, and
wine or grape juice for celebrating Holy
Communion. Wear something blue or use
a blue cloth, placemat, etc. as a parament
for your table (altar).
Direct Link to Worship:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87598752586?
pwd=VVpESlBXbnliM1NPVzBjWEc3QUkzUT
09
WANT TO JOIN BY PHONE?
(This is a good option for those without a
computer or internet connection – you
won’t be able to see the worship but you
will hear everything.)
Those in Central Time can dial in:
1 312 626 6799 – and then you’ll need the
Meeting ID and Passcode…
Meeting ID: 875 9875 2586
Passcode: 918174
___________________________________

ADVENT HOLDEN
EVENING VESPERS
December Wednesdays 6:30–6:50 pm
Facebook Live on Grace’s page
A simple service led by members in their
homes; music booklets are on their way to
your home so you can follow along from
there! Questions? Please contact Pastor
Mary: pastormary@graceattheu.org

Find the “Live:
Stories & Songs”
from November 22
on Grace’s YouTube
channel to learn
the whole story!

PRAYER AT NIGHTFALL
quiet poetry quiet
song
quiet prayer quiet together

Families stop by Grace
to pick up their
fundraising packets

Thursdays 8:30–8:50 pm
Facebook Live on Grace’s page
Questions? Please contact Pastor Mary:
pastormary@graceattheu.org
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GRACE WOMEN’S MINI
RETREATS
Saturday mornings 9:00am – 12noon
via Zoom
Advent—December 5
Epiphany—January 30
Lent—March 20
As we can’t retreat together in person, we
will do the next best thing. You are invited
to sign up for one, two, or three of these
mini retreat experiences. Each one will
highlight a different theme. Pastor Mary
will facilitate the mornings, which will
include small group time, alone time and
large group time. We will attempt to create
a retreat-like tone, even as we gather via
Zoom. If you want to join but need
guidance on how to use Zoom, please
let Pastor Mary know.
All you need is a quiet space, comfortable
clothes, a journal, and the gift of your
presence. Though these mini retreats
cannot replace an in-person weekend
retreat at ARC, we gather because we need
the nourishment of shared experiences,
wisdom, deep listening, and reflecting on
matters of the heart.
Please sign up by emailing Pastor Mary
at pastormary@graceattheu.org. There
is no cost and no maximum limit for the
group. In lieu of a retreat fee, you are
invited to make a donation to support the
ministry of the ARC Retreat Center
(https://www.arcretreat.org/give-today).
______________________________

THE FUN COMMITTEE PRESENTS:

COVID COOKING!
Help us share your pandemic cooking
experiences with the Grace community!
Please send us stories of your successes
and failures, your recipes (favorite, most
nourishing, comforting) and ways food is
connecting you with family and friends
even while you're apart. Photos would be
great, too! Contact us at:
fun@graceattheu.org

A NEW GRACE BOOK STUDY

White Too Long: The Legacy of White Supremacy
in American Christianity
by Robert P. Jones
Robert Jones is the CEO and Founder of the Public Religion
Research Institute, and a scholar and commentator on
religion and politics. A white southerner immersed in the
church since childhood, Jones uses personal stories, history,
research data, and theological reflection to honestly face the
“white elephant” in the room, namely, the tragic
interweaving of culture, religion and white supremacy.
Please contact Pastor Mary if you
would like to be part of this study.
We will meet via Zoom for five
weeks on Wednesdays at 4:00-5:15
pm beginning January 13 and
ending February 10.
If possible, please have pp. 1-53
read for the first session.
The book’s title is attributed to
James Baldwin’s quote from the
New York Times, Feb. 2, 1968:
I will flatly say that the bulk of this country’s white population
impresses me, and has so impressed me for a very long time,
as being beyond any conceivable hope of moral
rehabilitation. They have been white, if I may so put it, too
long…

GRACE STORIES
Dear members and friends of the Grace Community: As part
of the process of seeking new pastoral leadership, I am
helping to write the congregational site profile that will be
used to describe Grace to potential candidates. We are
looking for some of the stories that you believe show the
character, experience, sense of mission and faith of this
congregation. You can write your story on one page or less
and send it to me. Or you can simply contact me to tell me
the story, or just to tell me what story you would like to tell. I
can collect the information and follow up with the authors
and story tellers as needed. Thank You! Here is my contact
information:
Daniel Olson, 1064 Cleveland Ave S., St. Paul, MN, 55116.
OLSO1981@UMN.EDU
651-646-0315 (text and voice mail)
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COMMUNITY NOTES
New Members
We received these new members during worship (live via Zoom)
on Sunday, November 1:

CONGREGATIONAL
MEETINGS

Emily and Andy Richter, Christopher Lewellen, Isaac Corzine and Kevin
Wong, Anna Olson, Molly McDermott, Sam Bostrom and Rachel Astrup,
Paul Peterson, Trevon Tellor, and Daniel Shore.

Note our next two
congregational meetings:
January 24 & May 2

Welcome!!

ADDRESSING HUNGER
Hunger is on the rise in many households
throughout the Twin Cities. You are invited to help
by writing a check out to Grace in support of
Community Emergency Service. CES provides highquality direct service to people in need through
direct aid relief, advocacy, referral, guidance and
prayer support, if desired. CES seeks to strengthen
families and individuals with the goal of moving
them beyond crisis to financial stability, as well as
emotional health, personal growth and spiritual
depth. The Grace community has been a strong
supporter of this ministry for many years.
You may send your check to Grace with “CES” in the memo line, and
funds will be forwarded. Check out CES’s website if you’d like to learn
more about their mission: https://cesmn.org

Our new garden FREE
LITTLE PANTRY is being
used...if you'd like to
contribute by providing
items for re-stocking,
you can bring these to
Grace on Wednesdays
(contact Heidi in
advance at
cyf@graceattheu.org if
you plan to come in) —
other times may be
available. Items that
seem to be in demand:
granola bars, personal
hygiene items, and
ready-to-eat items.

6 — December 2020

LOOKING AHEAD…

DECEMBER
BIRTHDAYS
Eleanor Schacht
Sunday Alabi
Diane Brady-Leighton
Greg MacKenzie
Tom von Fischer
Evey Chawick
Dan Garnaas
Mary Graves
Kathy Malmberg
Nora Weigle
Margot Monson
Emma Tangen
Gaylan Rockswold
Sigri Dahl
Laura Joyce
Jonathan Hein
Maren Olson
Beth Bennington
Michael Roy
Susan Olsson
Jennifer Anderson
Peter Swanson
Mary Kettl
David A. Anderson
Elliott Marr
Julie Mattson Ostrow
Christopher Sluis
Solveig Wilson
Jill Abenth
Mike Wootten
Peter Buttery
Eliza Ronken
Terri Browne
Charles Nielson
Toby Martin-Kohls
David Mohn
Espen Jacobson
Mikal Knotek
Ian McBride

2
3
3
4
4
5
5
5
7
8
10
10
11
13
16
17
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
24
24
24
24
25
25
26
26
28
28
29
29
31
31
31

ZOOM EPIPHANY PROGRAM AND
TALENT SHOW ON JANUARY 3RD
As we near Christmas and the end of this hard year, join me in
focusing on Joy — the joy that comes from God, from being in
community, from caring for our neighbors; the joy the comes from our
children. Join us on January 3rd at 9:30am for the talent show and
10:30am for the Epiphany Program (formerly known as the Christmas
Program). This year, we will be doing the program via Zoom with
hymns and readings and chaos and laughter and probably tears. Mark
your calendars to join us the hilarity and the joy.
—Heidi Johnson McAllister
__________________________________

NURSE’S NOTE
Safe Holiday Celebrations during COVID-19
(MDH 11/17/2020; CDC 11/11/2020)
Usually we excitedly anticipate celebrating holidays with family and
friends. Usually it is a time of hugging, singing, laughing and sharing
food and gifts. Unfortunately, the 2020 holiday season is not usual.
COVID-19 has inserted into our anticipation worries about being
together and sharing a virus that has sickened and killed many people.
COVID-19 can be easily spread from one person to others during
traditional holiday activities when we gather. This holiday season,
safety needs to be the top priority. Consider how holiday celebrations
can be modified to reduce the spread of COVID-19 in order to keep
your friends, families and communities healthy and safe. We are
reminded (almost hourly) that the pandemic is worsening and small
gatherings in homes are contributing to the rise. The CDC and
Minnesota Department of Health are offering some tips for planning
your holidays.
It bears repeating, wash your hands often and thoroughly, wear a
face mask when you cannot socially distance (at least 6 feet) and DO
socially distance when ever possible. I know, we are all tired of
these! Take this opportunity find new ways to celebrate this
wonderful season of hope and joy.
For Gatherings (Follow CDC/MDH/State/Local guidelines) Please
consider the risks for all those attending. The person most at risk
should be where the bar is set.
1. The safest option is to celebrate virtually or with a small
gathering with only members of the household you live with
(whoever consistently shares common space). In this scenario,
college students retuning from school would not be considered
part of the usual household (I know, this is harsh).
Nurse’s Note continued on p. 7…
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2. If your gathering will include some people (total

participants less than 10) who are not part of the

3.

4.

5.
6.

household you live with (college students coming
home) and family/friends from other households, KEEP
THE NUMBER SMALL. Wear masks except when
eating, practice social distancing, consider outdoor
gatherings or keep windows open to keep air
circulating. Wear masks and social distance indoors or
outdoors. Encourage participants to bring their own
food, beverages and treats. Wear a mask when you are
preparing food for guests. Buffets are discouraged.
Assign one person to dish up food to plates.
Remind people to stay home if they are sick (for any
reason), tested positive for COVID-19 or have been
exposed to someone who has tested positive (or are
awaiting the results of testing). Keep a list of everyone
who was in attendance in case the health department
calls for tracking purposes. Do not allow people who
have not consistently followed guidelines to attend —
this puts you and your guests at risk.
Keep the duration of the gathering short. The risk of
contracting COVID-19 increases with each cumulative
15 minutes one is within 6 feet of someone who is
positive.
If possible, insist that guests get a FLU shot before
attending (ideal).
Enforce mask wearing, handwashing and distancing to
the best of your ability.

Luke 2:14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to
those on whom his favor rests.”
Dear Ones, I pray that each of you will find ways to enjoy
this blessed season
Be safe, stay healthy, blessing to you,
—Nurse Cheryl
COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Adult Education
Archives & History
Children & Youth
Congregational Life
Hawkinson Fund
Outreach
Property
Sunday Service Coordinator
Social Justice Coordinator
Stewardship
Worship and Music
Leadership Development

Nancy Laskaris
Gordon Folke
Jenny Odden
Frieda von Qualen
Jared Oasheim & Stan Jacobson
Susan Wooten
Rolf Carlsen
Rose Carlsen
Anita Hill
David Grandall
Jean Stilwell, David Anderson,
Sara Sneed Miller

NATIONAL LUTHERAN
CHOIR CHRISTMAS
FESTIVAL
This concert comes to audiences FREE
in a virtual, multi-media format on
December 11. The Incarnation: For the
Healing of the World brings music from
around the globe announcing the birth
of Christ with messages of peace and joy
that nothing – not even a pandemic –
can take away.
Friday, December 11, 2020 – 8pm
(CST) @ NLCA.com
______________________

VOLUNTEER VIRTUALLY
WITH REFUGEE SERVICES
Refugee Services tends to newly arriving
families and others who have been in
the country less than 5 years.
We are looking for volunteers to assist
with our exciting, new Community
Orientation Workshops, a skills program
on navigating life in Minnesota. We
cover critical information like
transportation, community resources,
job readiness, financial literacy, health
literacy, education and family
adjustment.
Volunteers call students after a YouTube
lesson presented by staff to reinforce
topics from the video and practice
English or participate in a Zoom class,
practicing reading and conversation
around these topics for students with a
higher level of English. For more
information, please visit our website or
email rsvolunteers@mnchurches.org
GRACE COUNCIL MEMBERS
President
Vice President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Council-at-Large
Council-at-Large
Council-at-Large

Stan Olson
Drew Schwab
Nicole Johnson
John Edmundson
Lisa Linnell
Kirsten Bansen Weigle
Becky Hunter
Joe Carlson
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Grace University Lutheran Church

324 Harvard St. SE
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612-331-8125
www.graceattheu.org
info@graceattheu.org
*Address service requested*

THE PEOPLE of GRACE

STATEMENT of MISSION

The primary mission of Grace
University Lutheran Church is to
proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ as
an instrument of God’s reconciling love
in the world. We do this so that
reconciliation with God may become a
reality for all.
(2 Corinthians 5:18-21)

STATEMENT of AFFIRMATION
Grace University Lutheran Church is a
spiritual community that celebrates
the gifts of God that empower us to
engage in the struggles of life, to care
for each other, and to serve Christ
where we work and live. Grace is a
Reconciling-in-Christ congregation. We
welcome the participation of people of
all ages, ethnic backgrounds, sexual
orientations, gender identities,
educational backgrounds, and
economic conditions—all who want to
join in community to honor God and be
of service to people.

____________________________
OFFICE/BUILDING HOURS
Temporarily suspended during the
pandemic

Ministers The Grace Community
Grace Staff
Mary Halvorson Co-Pastor, pastormary@graceattheu.org
Dan Garnaas Co-Pastor, pastordan@graceattheu.org
Heidi Johnson McAllister Director of Faith Formation
and Member Engagement, cyf@gracattheu.org
Jill Abenth Office Manager, info@graceattheu.org
Stephen Self Organist and Choir Director, music@graceattheu.org
Joan Christensen Pianist, jerjoanchriste@hotmail.com
David Anderson Bookkeeper & Financial Secretary, akrodavidmn@gmail.com
Cheryl Lanigan Faith Community Nurse, nurse@graceattheu.org
Mechawit Simmons Custodian
Mike Lanigan Sunday Attendant
Jared Steven Coffin Composer in Residence
Stefan Wolf
Janelle Bussert
Patti Regan
Carolyn Winters Folke
Kate Reuer Welton
Michelle Greene
Dana Rademacher Hansen
Ben Cox
Jenna Van Holtum

Volunteer Staff
Second Sunday Singing Director, stefanjwolf@gmail.com
Keyboard Choir Director, jbussert2@aol.com
Handbell Choir Director, regan.patti@gmail.com
Offering Counting Coordinator, cbwf40@gmail.com
Lutheran Campus Ministry Staff
Lutheran Campus Pastor, pastorkate@umnlutheran.org
Administrative & Development Assistant, info@umnlutheran.org
Program Associate, dana@umnlutheran.org
St. Paul Outreach Intern, ben@umnlutheran.org
Student Admin & Development Intern, jenna@umnlutheran.org
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Grace Council Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 – 6:30-8:00 PM,
by Zoom technology
Attendees: Pastor Dan, Pastor Mary, Stan Olson, John
Edmundson, Niki Johnson, Becky Hunter, Kirsten Bansen Weigle,
Joe Carlson, Drew Schwab
Call to Order by Stan 6:32
Opening Word (Niki Johnson)
James Hazelwood’s Everyday Spirituality; Alone by Maya Angelou
(Volunteers needed for future months)
September Council Minutes (Lisa)
Action: Motion to approve minutes as corrected and amended.
Motion by Lisa, second by Becky. Motion approved.
September 20 Congregational Meeting Minutes – for review
(Lisa)
Suggestions and corrections from the Council. No action needed.
September Financial Reports – (John)
Discussion of planned budget against income and expense
changes this year due to pandemic operations.
Question about when Zoom subscription began and where it
should appear in the budget. Make sure this is accounted for next
year.
Did not do a financial review for 2019; will do one for 2020 and
may look back for two years.
Action: Motion to receive financial reports as distributed.
Motion by John, second by Drew. Motion approved.
Pastors’ Reports – Pastor Dan and Pastor Mary
Pastor Dan:
• Grace University catalog – 17 offerings, wonderful variety. Will
be another ask for offerings for “Semester 2” starting in
January.
• Building Project: Week of October 19 Rolf Carlsen and Anna
Flintoft (Building Committee co-chairs) and Dan will meeting
with Mortenson Construction and Miller Dunwiddie to look at
the revised estimate.
• Men’s retreat: Won’t be in-person, but will poll the men to see
if they are interested in an extended-time meeting.
• Racial Equity Team: In-reach is done, great learning experience.
Krista Nelson and Kirsten Banson Weigle are working on a
report to be shared.
• So thankful for the hard-working Grace staff.
Pastor Mary:
• She and Dan celebrated the baptism of their granddaughter.
• 3 mini-women’s retreats planned: Saturday mornings 9:00am –
12noon via Zoom (Advent—December 5; Epiphany—January
30; Lent—March 20).
• Working on Advent preparations.
• Book study on Biased, grappling with the biases we all share.

• First Sunday of each month will be a Zoom service with
communion.
• Planning to have a mid-week Holden evening service.
• More people are being affected by COVID, including loved
ones that have tested positive.
Review of our pandemic practices and policies
Discussion of guidance on how to get kids together to keep
connected. In lieu of Grace-sponsored events, parents may make
arrangements to have kids gather outside. We have not
scheduled any Grace-organized gatherings. Dan has again called
together the Grace medical team (3 doctors) for
recommendations, recognizing that community is important and
that safety is important.
Recommended guidelines:
1. Anything sponsored by Grace should be outdoors, distanced,
masked.
2. Sign-up in advance (no more than 10-12 at once).
3. Stay home if you are sick.
4. No snacks.
5. Little ones should not be gathered – cannot keep distanced.
With uptick in cases, it is not wise for us as an organization to
assume risk or endanger members and others. Limited time is
the safest. Not able to find any good evidence of how many can
gather indoors, how to conduct cleaning.
We will continue to operate without a written policy; events are
at the discretion of the pastors and other staff. The Council will
continue to discuss measures to keep Grace safe and connected
during this time.
Repair of the Grace elevator
Elevator has been broken since before COVID started. Schindler
(elevator maintenance company) said the starter needs to be
replaced (worn out, not damaged).
Action: Motion to authorize repairs to the elevator in our
building at an estimated cost of $5200. Motion by Drew,
second by Lisa. Motion approved.
Proposal for Grace Endowment Fund support for the
Minneapolis Area Synod Congregational Organizer for Racial
Justice
Request by the Synod to support Brenda Blackhawk for a fulltime community organizer position through financial support for
part of this position.
The Grace Racial Equity Team uniformly opposed this request
because they think the Synod should support this as a
permanent position, not rely on temporary donations, and that
the Synod should decide how to fund this. The Racial Equity
Team is considering proposing a resolution for next year’s Synod
assembly: Position should be funded permanently on an ongoing basis, not through contributions.
Dan: Sense that there is a deep commitment to this position by
the Synod and working hard to make this happen. Minneapolis is
the only Synod in the US that has these types of positions.
Question is how to keep the other functions of the Synod while
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advancing this work. Position is funded through March through
contributions over and above regular giving.
The Council requests more discussion and recommendations from
the Racial Equity Team. Pr Dan will be meeting with them, but
perhaps not until after our November meeting.
Congregational meeting dates
Action: Motion to set winter and spring congregational
meetings on January 24, 2021, and May 2, 2021. Motion by
Drew, second by Becky. Motion approved.
Other Business
Drew: Insurance renewal is coming up. Recommend looking at
cost-comparisons this year. Drew will work with John, Stan, and
Dan to make this happen.
Dan and Mary left the meeting at 7:53pm,
Call Committee selection discussion and possible action (Stan)
Council discussion of the proposed make-up of the call
committee. We agreed to work at this selection via email rather
than call a special meeting.
Adjourn
Action: Motion to adjourn. Motion by Niki, second by Becky.
Motion approved. Adjourn at 8:20 pm.
• Synod level. Stan: Talking about giving a gift to the Synod’s
racial equity work. No proposal yet.
Building Process Update and Discussion – Pastor Dan
Working on re-engaging conversations with the University about
coming to an agreement on the land-lease. Miller Dunwiddie
working with Mortenson Construction. Tom Leighton has been
very helpful.
Consultation with Pastors Mary & Dan about their concluding
date
Extending their call to the end of May 2021.
Action: Motion to agree that Pastors Dan and Mary will
conclude their service to Grace on May 31, 2020. Motion by
Drew, second by Kirsten. Motion approved.
Other Business
Discussion of designating a portion of Luann Muller’s bequest for
major expenses for the Peace Garden & of including routine
garden maintenance costs in future general budgets. Use Luann
Muller’s money for special things for the garden and add general
maintenance to the budget.
Action: Motion to designate $3,000 of Luann Muller’s bequest
for the Peace Garden. Motion by Drew, second by Kirsten.
Motion approved.
Action: on corporate resolution. Motion by Lisa, second by
Drew. Motion approved.

Pastoral Transition Process Overview & Discussion – led by Pr.
Hulden
Arc of time for this process (a lot of variables)
Ministry Site profile (our congregation’s résumé). Pastors and
deacons fill out their profiles. Need to get a group of people to
put that document together (Drew will take the lead on this
process): who we are, who we want to be, what are our
demographics, what we are looking for in our pastoral team.
Conversation with Bishop Ann about the profile. Helps the Synod
as they walk with us in this process.
What kind of leadership do we want June 1? Interim, or new
pastoral team? What is best for the congregation?
Begin work on finding candidates. Where to find: (1) We can ask
for suggestion from the congregation. (2) Pastors who know
there is an opening and express interest. If they contact Grace
directly, please ask them to contact the Synod. (3) Synod finds
candidates (“talent scout for Jesus”) that would be a good fit.
Take all of those names, find the best fit, call their Synods to find
out if they are appropriate and available.
Pr. Hulden hopes the call committee interviews everyone that is
recommended by the Synod.
Candidate would be presented to us a church council. Call
committee would bring candidate to a meet-and-greet, then the
candidate would leave and council would interview the call
committee about why this candidate is the right one. If the
council decides to move forward, the Synod does required
background checks.
Present the candidate to a congregational meeting for a vote.
Vote needs to be 2/3 “yes.” If 2/3 “yes,” the call is issued to that
pastor. If the vote is not 90+%, the call is probably not the right
one.
Synod needs to know how much we have in our budget for
compensation: salary + benefits.
Goal: finish Ministry Site Profile by January, call committee
appointed by our October meeting.
More information is available on the Synod’s website:
https://mpls-synod.org/for-congregations/call-process/
Adjourn
Action: Motion to adjourn. Motion by John, second by Joe.
Motion approved. Adjourn at 8:07pm.
Next Meetings:
1.

October 14 - Niki

2.

November 11 –_______

3.

December 9 –_______

