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Minnesota Waste Hierarchy
• emphasizes economic & 

environmental benefits of 
waste reduction & recovery

• recognizes need to extract 
all possible materials and 
energy from waste



Why Recycle?
• Reduces the need for raw materials
• Saves energy
• Decreases pollution
• Extends life of landfills
• Creates jobs and stimulates economy
• Costs less



What to recycle



Single stream recycling
• Glass bottles and jars
• Steel and aluminum cans
• Paper: mail, magazines, newspaper
• Cardboard boxes
• Cartons
• Plastic food and beverage containers



Glass MetalPaper



Plastic
Bottles
Jugs
Cups
Containers
Clear packaging
Leave lids on bottles

x Styrofoam
x Plastic wrap
x Plastic bags
x Candy wrappers, chip 

bags, juice pouches



What’s up with that symbol?

Soft  drink
&  water  
bottles,  
peanut  

butter  jars

Milk,  juice  
and  water  

jugs,  
grocery  
bags

Cling  
films,  PVC  
piping

Frozen  
food  bags,
squeeze  
bottles

Yogurt  &  
margarine  

tubs

Styrofoam
trays  &  
cartons,  
packing  
peanuts

“all other  
resins”



Plastic Recycling
• Plastic can be made into t-shirts, carpeting, fiber 

fill, plastic containers, tennis ball felt, lumber, 
fencing, twine

• Plastics can cause a suite of environmental 
harms if not disposed of properly



Again, don’t recycle these

• Pizza boxes (cheesy or greasy)
• Styrofoam
• Plastic bags 
• Paper soiled with food
• Paper plates and cups



Materials Recovery Facility

video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3B7_z2KuP3k


What is Composting?
• Controlled biological decomposition of organic matter
• Produces a nutrient rich soil amendment
• Industrial composting allows for more materials than 

your backyard pile



Why Compost?
• Organics in landfills

– Produce methane when/if 
they decompose

– Take up unnecessary space
• Improve soil 

– Provides nutrients
– Increases water retention
– Introduces beneficial 

microorganisms
– Decreases need for 

fertilizers

• Educational opportunities
– See science in action 

(decomposition, soil ecology, 
pollution prevention, etc.)

– Discuss stewardship
• Financial incentives

– Reduced disposal costs and 
taxes from less trash



Food Scraps
Fruits
Vegetables
Meat, fish & bones
Baked goods, bread, 
pasta
Dairy products

Non-Recyclable Paper
Paper towels & napkins
Pizza boxes
Tissues
Uncoated paper plates & 
cups
Compostable foodware
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So what goes in?
(industrial composting)



Here to confuse you   
compostable plastics! PLA



Compostable Plastics
• Bags, cups, utensils, containers
• “Degradable,” “biodegradable,” “made

from plants,” “recycled content” compostable



Third Party Certification

Easiest identification: Is it certified? 
• Biodegradable Products Institute (BPI) 
• Cedar Grove Packaging



Reminder: do not include
Common contaminants:
• Plastic forks/knives
• Candy wrappers/plastic film
• Portion packaging & 

condiments
• Lined papers

• Plastic, metal, other 
recyclables

• Styrofoam
• Plastic lined paper 

– It’s more than you think!



Industrial Composting 

video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s_27lJ3NQO4


Test your knowledge



Promoting recycling
• Environmental Partners recognition program
• GIS Story Map profile





At home



• No Polystyrene (#6)- rigid or Styrofoam
• Packaging must be 

– Reusable
– Recyclable or
– Compostable 

SO WHAT?
• You will see more compostable packaging!
• Sign up for curbside (industrial) organics to compost it all  

Environmentally Acceptable 
Packaging Ordinance



Party Planning?
• Stores:

– Litin Paper
– Staples, Office Depot, Target, Walmart
– Whole Foods, Lunds, co ops
– Online

• Chinet, Dixie, Glad, Solo have options
• EcoProducts, World Centric 
• When possible, choose reusable! 



Hennepin County Resident Resources

Buy  a  bin  to  compost  in  your  backyard!
Get  free  stickers  to  educate  your  family  

and  friends!  



Questions?

Amy Maas
612-348-6848

amy.maas@hennepin.us

mailto:amy.maas@hennepin.us
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