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PASTORSȭ PAGE 
ά!ƭƭ ¢ƘƛƴƎǎ bŜǿέ 

IŀǇǇȅ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊ Χ ŀƎŀƛƴΗ hƴ ǘƘŜ liturgical calendar, we marked the 
beginning of a new year with the First Sunday of Advent several weeks 
ago. And yet January 1st always feels new, too ς perhaps because of new 
clothes or books or toys received for Christmas, new resolutions for the 
year ahead, or simply turning a page (literally or virtually) on a calendar, 
January is associated with newness. 

One element of newness this January feels all too old and familiar: a new 
variant of covid-мф Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅŜǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ 
this might affect our life together as a community of faith. Things may 
have changed even in the days between me writing this and you reading 
this! We continue to keep informed about best public health practices, 
consulting with our Grace covid advisory team, staff, and church council 
as reliable information becomes available. 

Other new things at Grace this 
January also have their roots in the 
old and familiar but feel decidedly 
more hopeful! We begin a new 
season of the church year on 
January 6th, the Day of Epiphany. At 
Grace we will celebrate Epiphany on 
Sunday, January 9th, with worship in 
ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
Epiphany program on Zoom in the 
afternoon. 

In January our congregation will 
grow, with the welcoming of new 
members through the waters of 
baptism, and through affirmation as 
people (including your co-pastors) 
officially transfer to Grace from 
other congregations. And our sense  

of mission and vision for 2022 will grow as we review the previous year 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ Ǝŀǘher for our annual 
meeting on Sunday, January 30th. 

PasǘƻǊΩǎ tŀƎŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇΦ нΧ 

 

Grace Messenger 
 

http://graceattheu.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Grace-University-Lutheran-Church-171065152999485/?eid=ARCOCvh2EYghH7gm3IDlCL5skkMsTa-TFNkOL8MAdp8Tazy1sgbo91mR6SlopP37t8MINh3V-sYfflni
https://www.facebook.com/Grace-University-Lutheran-Church-171065152999485/?eid=ARCOCvh2EYghH7gm3IDlCL5skkMsTa-TFNkOL8MAdp8Tazy1sgbo91mR6SlopP37t8MINh3V-sYfflni
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1612827358964839/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1612827358964839/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv0JsomfbqBvPD_WZUz6Lmg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv0JsomfbqBvPD_WZUz6Lmg
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WORSHIP in  JANUARY 
Worship is in person at 8:15 and 10:30 am each Sunday.  

The 10:30 service is streamed live through our YouTube channel:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv0JsomfbqBvPD_WZ
Uz6Lmg/live. Worship information is emailed and posted on 

our website weekly.  

An updated mask-wearing policy for increased singing in 
worship went into effect on 12/24/21.  N95 and KN95 masks 

will be worn, and available at Grace for those who do not 
bring their own. 

Sunday, January 2 
Second Sunday of Christmas 

Jeremiah 31:7-14 Joy ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 
scattered flock 

Psalm 147:12-20 
Ephesians 1:3-14 The will of God made known in 

Christ 
John 1:1-18 God with us: the incarnation of the Word 

_____________________ 

Sunday, January 9 
Epiphany of Our Lord (observed) 
Table of Mercy Setting 

Isaiah 60:1-6 Nations come to the light 
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 
Ephesians 3:1-12 ¢ƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ŜȄǘŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ 
Matthew 2:1-12 Revelation of Christ to the nations of 

the earth 
_____________________ 

Sunday, January 16 
Second Sunday after Epiphany 
Introduction to the National Day for Racial Healing 

Isaiah 62:1-5 As bridegroom and bride rejoice, so 
shall God rejoice over you 

Psalm 36:5-10 
1 Corinthians 12:1-11 There are a variety of gifts but 

the same Spirit 
John 2:1-11 The wedding at Cana 

_____________________ 

Sunday, January 23 
Third Sunday after Epiphany 

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 Ezra reads the law of 
Moses before the people 

Psalm 19 
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a You are the body of Christ 
Luke 4:14-21 Jesus reads from the scroll of the 

prophet Isaiah 
 
 

As a community of faith, we will have 
opportunities in January to commit ourselves 
anew to two specific elements of the holy work of 
radical welcome and inclusion as we honor the 
life and legacy of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. on Sunday, January 16th, and celebrate the 
annual Reconciling in Christ Sunday on January 
30th. 

Throughout the Epiphany season, we are 
ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŜǊŎȅ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ 
everyone. In worship, we read gospel stories of 
the disciples and crowds learning who Jesus really 
is and what that means for their lives. The new 
insights they receive ς usually surprising, and 
sometimes frustrating ς lead to new ways of 
thinking, being, and doing as they seek to follow 
Jesus on the way, even as they do not yet quite 
understand where Jesus is leading. We join them 
in the journey of faith, learning and growing as 
followers of Jesus, not quite sure what might be 
ahead. We too, like generations of faithful people 
before us, move forward into the future, trusting 
DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƻ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƻǊ ŦƻǊǎŀƪŜ ǳǎΦ ¢ƻ 
paraphrase a quote often attributed to civil rights 
leader Rev. Ralph Abernathy, we may not know 
what the future holds but we know who holds the 
future. May that word of hope, as beautiful and 
as inscrutable as the light of a star that illumines 
the way forward, guide us on together, one step 
at a time. 

Grace and peace, 
Pastor Amber Ingalsbe 

 

 

Sunday, January 30 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
Reconciling-in-Christ Sunday 
Reception of New Members 

Jeremiah 1:4-10 I appointed you a prophet to 
the nations 

Psalm 71:1-6 
1 Corinthians 13:1-13 If I speak without love, I 

am a noisy gong 
Luke 4:21-30 Jesus says a prophet is not 

accepted in his hometown 

 

PasǘƻǊΩǎ tŀƎŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΧ 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv0JsomfbqBvPD_WZUz6Lmg/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv0JsomfbqBvPD_WZUz6Lmg/live
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CHRISTMAS/ 

EPIPHANY PROGRAM 

Sunday, January 9 at 4 pm 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎκ9ǇƛǇƘŀƴȅ 
Program will be held at 4pm via Zoom. 
The Gifts for Jesus Talent Show will 
happen first with  
the Christmas Story  
Pageant immediately  
following.  Join us  
to celebrate the  
gifts of Grace  
children and families and to celebrate 
the joy of Christmas!  

Zoom Link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/857278107
31?pwd=d3BVdEVOUHEveUxOUi9lZXFr
c013dz09.    

Meeting ID: 857 2781 0731   
Passcode: 115474 

______________________________ 

CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING 

Sunday, January 30, 2022 @ 11:30 am 
Hybrid Gathering (Live and Zoom) 

Grace members are encouraged to 
attend the annual meeting, this time 
being held in hybrid format. The 
agenda will include brief reflections on 
DǊŀŎŜΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƛƴ 2021, a discussion 
and vote on the budget for 2022, and 
learning about any other updates. 
Written reports for 2021 and the 
proposed 2022 budget will be available 
electronically in advance of the 
meeting and in print at the meeting. 

Please mark your calendars and plan to 
participate. Instructions for 
participating via Zoom will be sent 
ahead of time to congregation 
members.  

 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: 
Ȱ4(% ')&43 /& /52 */52.%9ȱ 

On January 9, we will celebrate the Sunday of the Epiphany with 
in-person worship as well as a Sunday school program offered 
on Zoom as we celebrate the gifts we share for the sake of the 
gospel (see program info to the right). Informed by our past, 
attentive to present, and confident in our future, we journey 
together as followers of Jesus sharing in the baptismal calling of 
ōŜŀǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŘŜŜƳƛƴƎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ tŀǊǘ ƻŦ 
this journey includes financial gifts to support our shared 
mission at Grace. Our pledging season wraps up on this date, 
although pledging at any time is always welcome. Please 
prayerfully consider this aspect of our journey as we cultivate a 
community of faith, cast a vision of hope for our future, and 
ƪƛƴŘƭŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ 
Our journey continues and gifts abound!  

To pledge, you may submit your blue 2022 pledge form in person 
or by mail to Grace, or you may pledge online through our 
website: https://graceattheu.org/pledge/. Pledge forms were 
mailed to Grace members and current pledgers. If you wish to 
pledge and prefer a paper form, you may pick one up at Grace or 
request one be mailed to you by contacting Jill in the office: 
info@graceattheu.org or 612-331-8125. 

____________________________________________ 

 

NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION  

SunŘŀȅΣJanuary 16 at 9:15 am (in person, Peace Chapel) 
Wednesday, January 19 at 7:00 pm (on Zoom) 

Choose the date that works for you 

For those desiring to join Grace, or would like to learn more 
about our community or the Lutheran faith, a new member 
orientation will be held, offered at different dates and times to 
accommodate schedules and safety preferences τ
SunŘŀȅΣJanuary 16 at 9:15 am (in person, Peace Chapel) or  

Wednesday, January 19 at 7:00 pm (on Zoom) τ choose what 
works for you. New members will be received during the 
January 30 worship and are eligible to vote in the congregational 
meeting that day. 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ Wƛƭƭ ŀǘinfo@graceattheu.org ƻǊ смн-331-8125 if 
you plan to attend, or talk to one of our pastors. The 
ōƻƻƪƭŜǘBaptized We Live ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ to you ahead of timeΦ We 
look forward to welcoming another wonderful group to Grace!  

 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85727810731?pwd=d3BVdEVOUHEveUxOUi9lZXFrc013dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85727810731?pwd=d3BVdEVOUHEveUxOUi9lZXFrc013dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85727810731?pwd=d3BVdEVOUHEveUxOUi9lZXFrc013dz09
https://graceattheu.org/pledge/
mailto:info@graceattheu.org
mailto:info@graceattheu.org
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FAITH FORMATION  
SUNDAY ACTIVITIES for JANUARY 

We have adapted our gathering plans to meet many different 
needs. We look forward to a time when we will all be able to be 
in-person, in the building, but that is not right now. We still want 
to keep each other safe.   

IN JANUARY: 

¶ January 2 τ No Sunday School, Pre-confirmation, 
Confirmation, and Youth Group; EPIPHANY/CHRISTMAS 
PROGRAM COSTUME PICK UP and TANZANIA FUNDRAISER 
COLLECTION from 9:00am-11:00am at Grace  

¶ January 9 at 4 pm τ Christmas/Epiphany Program via Zoom  

¶ January 16 τ MLK weekend: NO Sunday School,  
Pre-confirmation, Confirmation, or Youth Group  

¶ January 23 τ Zoom Sunday School, Pre-confirmation, 
Confirmation, and Youth Group 

¶ January 30 τ In Person, Outside Family Activity for All Ages 

τHeidi Johnson McAllister 

 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY 
SEARCH UPDATE 

The Worship and Music Committee has been working to assess 
ƻǳǊ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇŜǎ ŦƻǊ DǊŀŎŜΩǎ ƴŜȄǘ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ aǳǎƛŎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ 
As part of that process, we are inviting you to be part of the 
discernment. Already an electronic survey has gone out to the 
whole congregation with a series of questions that will help us in 
this endeavor. If you have not filled one out yet, please contact 
Jill Abenth (info@graceattheu.org) or Pr. Justin Lind-Ayres 
(pastorjustin@graceattheu.org) to receive the survey.  

In addition, we are looking to schedule a congregational listening 
session on Zoom sometime mid-January to enhance our 
assessment and welcome your input. Stay tuned for more 
details! Our hope is to take our information to solidify our new 
job description so that we can begin our search in earnest in 
early February. We give thanks to God for Grace members Joan 
Christensen, David Grandall, and Nancy Olson for serving as our 
music ministry team and leading our congregational worship in 
this time of interim!   

 

 

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY  
Tuesdays at 1:30 pm via Zoom 

This study on the lectionary texts for the 
upcoming Sunday will be led 
alternatingly by Pastors Justin and 
Amber. If you are interested in 
participating, please join by Zoom using 
this 
link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/864782
36987?pwd=Ky8xZE5GWDVuWGhMQlBr
VEJ0WStFZz09 

Meeting ID: 864 7823 6987 
Passcode: 056068 

_________________________________________________ 

'2!#% -%.ȭ3 
BREAKFASTS  

 

Grace Men's Breakfasts in January have 
been canceled. Future plans will be 
announced when the COVID 
transmission rate returns to safer levels. 

________________________________________________ 

COMMUNITY NOTES 

Birth: 
Charlie James Ehler, son of Candace and 
Eric Ehler, brother of Beatrice and 
Henry, on December 4.  

 

mailto:info@graceattheu.org
mailto:pastorjustin@graceattheu.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86478236987?pwd=Ky8xZE5GWDVuWGhMQlBrVEJ0WStFZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86478236987?pwd=Ky8xZE5GWDVuWGhMQlBrVEJ0WStFZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86478236987?pwd=Ky8xZE5GWDVuWGhMQlBrVEJ0WStFZz09
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KUJIFUNZA PAMOJA 
(LEARNING 

TOGETHER) WITH 
OUR TANZANIAN 

FRIENDS 

DǊŀŎŜΩǎ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ 
been participating in a fundraiser 
every year for many years to meet 
specific project needs in our sister 
communities in Tanzania. This year, 
our goal is $2400 ς $1200 each for 
our friends Martha and Francisca to 
attend their last year of high school. 
You ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
efforts to reach this goal! 

Through January, please send your 
contributions with your check made 
out to: Grace University Lutheran 
Church with Tanzania School in the 
memo line.  

NOTE THIS INFORMATION FROM OUR 
BOOKKEEPER: Contributions to this 
fund are NOT tax-deductible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday schoolers and families gather 
outside to stay connected and have fun! 

.523%ȭ3 ./4%  
 

Happy New Year!  We made it through 2021 
and here comes 2022.  I am sharing a few of my 
thoughts for simple and achievable resolutions 
that you could think about. 

1. Add one new healthy food to your diet. 
2. Add one healthy beverage to your diet. 
3. Carve out at least 5 minutes each day for self-care  

(think meditation, deep breathing, quiet or loud praying, 
singing, etc.). 

4. Find one way to simplify your busy day or take a small step 
to decrease some stress in your life. 

5. Each month, plan one activity with someone (take a walk, 
talk on the phone or zoom, meet for coffee, etc.). 

6. Add some movement to music (dance around the room, 
exercise to music and so on). 

7. Reach out to someone (adult or child) to brighten their day 
in some small or large way.  This will brighten your day as 
well. 

8. Read or listen to a book that sounds interesting. 
9. Plan an activity to look forward to. 
10. Laugh often and deeply, with someone or alone. 

¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ 
make a resolution that adds stress to your already busy life.  Take 
good care of yourself by attending to all the preventive 
healthcare items you need, wear your mask in crowds (I know,  
I do not like it either), wash your hands often and stay home  
when you do not feel well.  Happy New Year! 

τNurse Cheryl 

Isaiah 43:19 (NIV) τ ά{ŜŜΣ L ŀƳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǘƘƛƴƎΗ bƻǿ ƛǘ 
springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the 
ǿƛƭŘŜǊƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜŀƳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǎǘŜƭŀƴŘΦέ 
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JANUARY 
BIRTHDAYS 

Brian Neurauter 1 

Margaret Pennings 1 

Jensen Joyce 3 

Kelle Knotek 3 

Nike Alabi 5 

Robb Benson-Ernst 5 

Nathanael Engh 6 

Karen Van Norman 7 

Maren Stjernholm 8 

Thomas Wehrman 9 

Lois Quam 10 

Kara Wolf 10 

Kristin Bauck 11 

Susan Bratt 11 

Henry Rector 11 

Kaylee Anderson 12 

Martha Franke 12 

Keith Hawkinson 13 

Nova Henry 13 

Lisa Sanders 14 

Michaela Tangen 17 

Ralph Faville 18 

Clara Michlitsch 18 

Sam Anklesaria 21 

Nancy Baker 21 

Gwyneth Wolf 21 

Patty Lee 22 

Steve Abenth 24 

Grace Pennings Guenthner 24 

Mariann Tiblin 26 

Jerry Christensen 27 

Jane Delehanty 28 

Becky Sun 28 

Peggy Anderson-Mann 29 

Sophie Evenson 31 

Anne Tuttle 31 

 

 

 

Grace Council Meeting Minutes  
Wednesday November 10, 2021 ς 6:30-8:00 PM by Zoom 

Attending: Pastor Amber, Pastor Justin, Stan Olson, Niki Johnson, Becky 
Hunter, Kirsten Bansen Weigle, Joe Carlson, Rose Carlsen, John Edmundson, 
Lisa Linnell 

Call to Order by Stan at 6:34  

Opening Word ς Pastor Justin - All Saints texts from the Book of Revelation 

Approval of the Agenda 

October 13 Council Minutes ς Lisa 

Action: Motion to approve minutes as distributed. Motion by Lisa, second 
by Rose. Motion approved. 

Amend September 8 minutes ς Stan 

Action: Motion to amend the September 8, 2021 council meeting minutes 
ōŜ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ н ŀǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ Ǉƻƛƴǘ άōέ ǳƴŘŜǊ 
άtǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ϧ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΧΣέ   

Conclusion of pandemic policies on hourly compensation: By 
consensus we agreed that as of October 1 we will formally end the 
pandemic related policy of paying hourly staff for their full authorized 
work time, without asking for time sheets. By consensus, we also 
agreed that the hourly staff person scheduled to work on the 
September Sunday when in-person worship was canceled because of 
weather should be paid as though they had worked, in light of our 
policy still in effect at that time. 

Motion by Lisa, second by Niki. Motion approved. 

October Financial Reports and Budget Process ς John   
Finance Report Highlights  

¶ Over budget: new furniture for pastors, expense for heating and air 
conditioning repair 

¶ Fairview has paid for parking bill for the month. Rolf Carlsen 
continues to discuss reimbursement for lost parking revenue due to 
broken garage door with the Hub (owner of building with our parking 
spaces). 

Action: Motion to receive financial reports as distributed. Motion by John, 
second by Becky. Motion approved. 

Update on budget development for 2022 (action in December). Personnel 
Committee to make recommendations on salary increases for the new fiscal 
year. 

Audit coming up. Discussion needed on a way to regularly budget for audits, 
because we should be doing those on a regular cadence. 

tŀǎǘƻǊǎΩ wŜǇƻǊǘǎ όtŀǎǘƻǊ Wǳǎǘƛƴ ŀƴŘ tŀǎǘƻǊ !Ƴōer)  
Received a very gracious welcome, becomes official on Sunday with the 
installation. Heavy week of pastoral care, powerful to step into these moments 
and walk with the families. Thank you to Pastor Kate for her pastoral presence.  

Blessed Steve Self on Sunday as he leaves for his new adventure. Thinking 
ahead to the transition, Pastor Amber has helped line up a musician schedule 
into January. Thought is being given to what that future position might be.  

Council Minutes continued on p. 7Χ 
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Appoint Investment Manager 

Action: Motion to appoint Steve Solbrack 
to a second one-year, renewable term as 
Investment Manager, to begin January 1, 
2022. Motion by John, second by Joe. 
Motion approved. 

Tables for the Fellowship Hall  
Attached quote from Midwest Folding 
Products for new tables in Fellowship Hall:  
$5,177.20. Task force (chaired by Jean 
Stillwell, members Marcia Carlson, John 
Garver, Judy Stuthman, Barb Thomasson) 
recommended replacement of the old, 
unstable tables. 

Action: Motion to approve the purchase of 
14 round tables and two carts for use in the 
fellowship hall using gifts given in memory 
of Kitty Anderson. Motion by Kirsten, 
second by Rose. Motion approved. 

Payment to auditors ς John 
Recommendation from John to start 
budgeting money every year for audits so we 
have designated funds for future audits. 
Approximately $14,000 (depends on the 
length of the audit). At present we do not 
have a specific line-item for audits, but it is a 
known expense. 

Action: Motion to approve payment of the 
ŀǳŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ ōƛƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ƎƛŦǘǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΦ 
Motion by John, second by Rose. Motion 
approved. 

Decision on resolving double payment of 
salary adjustment for prior pastors 
Council decided the best resolution to an 
accidental overpayment of salary to Pastor 
Dan and Pastor Mary at the end of their 
service at Grace is to consider the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plans for Advent: Stewardship season will begin with the 1st week of 
!ŘǾŜƴǘ όbƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нуύΦ άDƛŦǘǎ ƻŦ hǳǊ WƻǳǊƴŜȅΣέ ŎǳƭƳƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
Epiphany. A letter will be going out to the congregation with our plan. 

Presently in the process of discerning who will be leading in which areas.  

Policies & practices during the pandemic ς update 
Covid numbers are trending the wrong direction, so changes to our 
practices will continue to be slow and thoughtful. Communion kits for 
people to use in their seats have been ordered but not yet received. 
Continuing with two services to allow more people to attend.  

Other Business 

Fund raising appeal from the Minneapolis Area Synod ς Pastor Justin 
Lutheran Church of Christ in Nigeria is planning to build a Lutheran 
university and needs to raise funds ($500,000) by the end of the year. 
The Minneapolis Area Synod is hoping to find ways to contribute to that 
effort. During the November 21 Zoom service, Archbishop Musa Filibus 
will be preaching, and Bishop Ann Svennungsen will make a special 
appeal. Synod hopes to have the money in the bank in Nigeria by the 
end of the year.  Seeking Council approval for that special offering. . (The 
Council agreed that this should be a special appeal and that there is not 
money in the budget for this request.) Discussion about how to gain 
more information about the project and the logistics for bringing a 
special appeal to the congregation. 

More information from the Synod can be found here: https://mpls-
synod.org/outreach/global/lutheran-university-nigeria/ 

Action: Motion to authorize a one-time appeal to the congregation 
for individual contributions in support of the Minneapolis Area 
{ȅƴƻŘΩǎ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ bƛƎŜǊƛŀΦ aƻǘƛƻƴ ōȅ 
Niki, second by Pastor Justin. Motion approved. 

Draft of Personnel Handbook - discussion ς Niki 
Discussion of draft personnel handbook. Additional discussion needed 
about who might be members of a Personnel Committee and work with 
Niki on draft development. Council may be able to adopt certain parts as 
we go along, rather than waiting to approve the whole document all at 
once. 

GRACE COUNCIL MEMBERS 

President  Stan Olson 
Vice President  Rose Carlsen 
Vice President Nicole Johnson 
Treasurer  John Edmundson 
Secretary  Lisa Linnell 
Council-at-Large  Kirsten Bansen Weigle 
Council-at-Large  Becky Hunter 
Council-at-Large Joe Carlson 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Adult Education  Nancy Laskaris 
Archives & History  
Children & Youth Candace Ehler 
Congregational Life  
Hawkinson Fund  Stan Jacobson 
Outreach Susan Wooten 
Property Rolf Carlsen 
Sunday Service Coordinator Jonathan Hein 
Social Justice Coordinator Anita Hill 
Stewardship Karen Van Norman 
Worship and Music David Grandall 
Leadership Development  Jean Stilwell, David Anderson,  

Marcia Carlson   
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Grace University Lutheran Church  
324 Harvard St. SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 
612-331-8125 
www.graceattheu.org 
info@graceattheu.org 
 

*Address service requested* 

STATEMENT of MISSION  
The primary mission of Grace 
University Lutheran Church is to 
proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ as 
ŀƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛƴƎ ƭƻǾŜ 
in the world. We do this so that 
reconciliation with God may become a 
reality for all.       (2 Corinthians 5:18-21) 

STATEMENT of AFFIRMATION  
Grace University Lutheran Church is a 
spiritual community that celebrates 
the gifts of God that empower us to 
engage in the struggles of life, to care 
for each other, and to serve Christ 
where we work and live. Grace is a 
Reconciling-in-Christ congregation. We 
welcome the participation of people of 
all ages, ethnic backgrounds, sexual 
orientations, gender identities, 
educational backgrounds, and 
economic conditionsτall who want to 
join in community to honor God and be 
of service to people. 
____________________________ 

OFFICE/BUILDING HOURS 
Some weekday hours have been 
added ς please contact the office.  

THE PEOPLE of GRACE 

 Ministers The Grace Community 

Grace Staff 
 Amber Ingalsbe Co-Pastor, pastoramber@graceattheu.org  
 Justin Lind-Ayres Co-Pastor, pastorjustin@graceattheu.org  
 Heidi Johnson McAllister Director of Faith Formation  
   and Member Engagement, cyf@gracattheu.org  
 Jill Abenth Office Manager, info@graceattheu.org   
 Joan Christensen Pianist, jerjoanchriste@hotmail.com   
 David Anderson Bookkeeper & Financial Secretary, akrodavidmn@gmail.com  
 Cheryl Lanigan Faith Community Nurse, nurse@graceattheu.org  
 David Grandall  Interim Organist 
 Nancy Olson Interim Organist 
 Mechawit Simmons Custodian  
 Mike Lanigan Sunday Attendant   

Volunteer Staff 
 Stefan Wolf Second Sunday Singing Director, stefanjwolf@gmail.com  
 Janelle Bussert Keyboard Choir Director, jbussert2@aol.com 
 Patti Regan Handbell Choir Director, regan.patti@gmail.com  
 Carolyn Winters Folke Offering Counting Coordinator, cbwf40@gmail.com 

Lutheran Campus Ministry Staff 
 Kate Reuer Welton Lutheran Campus Pastor, pastorkate@umnlutheran.org  
 Michelle Greene Administrative & Development Assistant, info@umnlutheran.org 
 Dana Rademacher Hansen Program Associate, dana@umnlutheran.org 
 Ben Cox St. Paul Outreach Intern, ben@umnlutheran.org  
 Claire Busse Student Intern, busse102@umn.edu  
 

http://www.graceattheu.org/
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overpayment a bonus for their tireless work during the 
pandemic, similar to bonuses paid to other Grace staff members. 
Niki will work with David Anderson on communication. 

Action: Motion to authorize payment to Pastor Mary and 
Pastor Dan in the amount of $1,400 as bonuses for services 
during the pandemic. Motion by Niki, second by Lisa. Motion 
approved. 

WiFi Access 
Costs for expanding Wi-Fi access to all parts of the building 
currently used for offices. Current Wi-Fi configuration leaves 
ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ IŜƛŘƛΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ 
Wi-Fi coverage, making work difficult. See attached memo from 
Jill Abenth.  

Action: Motion to approve in principle the expansion of Wi-Fi 
access in our building, as a cost of up to $2,000 to be charged 
to office supplies account. Approval of a specific proposal will 
be by the Executive committee. Motion by Becky, second by 
Lisa. Motion approved. 

Miscellaneous 
Stan is working on a draft resource document (a planning 
calendar for council, boards, and committees). Council members 
are asked to please send additions, corrections, and suggestions 
to Stan. 

Report from Rolf Carlsen: the Property Committee is exploring 
solar panel placement on the Grace roof. A proposal would need 
to come back to the Council because it would make a significant 
change to the building. 

Adjourn 

Action: Motion to adjourn. Motion by Becky, second by 
Kirsten. Motion approved. Adjourned at 8:12 pm. 
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