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PASTORS’ PAGE
Easter Us
I do not know if he coined the phrase “Easter us,” but I heard it for the
first time several years ago from him. I was sitting at a preaching
conference during the Easter season on the cusp of Pentecost when
theologian and Old Testament scholar Walter Brueggemann took to the
pulpit.
With scholarly command and prophetic edginess indicative of his life’s
work, Brueggemann delivered a powerful message in those waning
Easter days. I remember being deeply moved by his words; words I have
since forgotten, except these two: Easter us! Brueggemann took a noun
and verbed it! Easter wasn’t simply day or season; rather, Easter became
an action – God’s action! In his sermon, he called upon God to Easter us
in the way of resurrection life. I wonder: What happens to us when
Easter is verbed upon us, in us, around us, and through us?
This April we journey
through the Passion of
Christ Jesus. The heft of
Holy Week reminds us,
again, that Jesus’ life of
mercy and neighborly love
tangled with the
principalities and powers of
the Empire. Offering a
counternarrative to the
ways of the world, Jesus
Photo by Mohamed Nohassi on Unsplash
revealed God’s way of
healing, liberation, justice, and grace. This messianic mission of Jesus got
him killed on Golgotha’s cross. Nevertheless, as we have come to
confess, death cannot and does not stop Divine love. Indeed, God went
and Eastered Jesus, raising him from death and revealing the totality of
God’s claim upon us. The truth is God will never let us go. God’s way
through Christ Jesus became the Easter way for us and for all of creation.
We need this Easter word. As we live our lives in a world clinging to the
ways of Empire, we look to God to Easter us in the Easter way! We pray,
we plead, we profess:
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WORSHIP in APRIL
Worship is in person at 8:15 and 10:30 am each Sunday.
The 10:30 service is streamed live through our YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv0JsomfbqBvPD_WZ
Uz6Lmg/live. Worship information is emailed and posted on
our website weekly. For increased singing in worship,
N95, KN95, and KN94 masks will be worn, and available at
Grace for those who do not bring their own.

Sunday, April 3
Fifth Sunday in Lent
Isaiah 43:16-21 The Lord gives water in the
wilderness to the chosen people
Psalm 126
Philippians 3:4b-14 To know Christ and his
resurrection, to share in his sufferings
John 12:1-8 Mary anoints Jesus for his burial
_____________________
Wednesday, April 6
7:30 pm Lenten Mid-Week Worship via Zoom
Join:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88242580436?pwd=UjdS
UEpJaTl4UTBWT0JIM043NnJFZz09
Meeting ID: 882 4258 0436 — Passcode: 254330
_____________________
Sunday, April 10
Palm Sunday
Luke 19:28-40 Entrance into the final days
Isaiah 50:4-9a The servant of the Lord submits to
suffering
Psalm 31:9-16
Philippians 2:5-11 Humbled to the point of death on a
cross
Luke 22:14—23:56 The passion of the Lord
_____________________
Thursday, April 14
Maundy Thursday—7:00 pm Worship
_____________________
Friday, April 15
Good Friday—12:00 pm & 7:00 pm Worship
_____________________
Sunday, April 17
Resurrection of Our Lord – Easter Sunday
Acts 10:34-43 God raised Jesus on the third day
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
1 Corinthians 15:19-26 Christ raised from the dead,
the first fruits
Luke 24:1-12 The women proclaim the resurrection
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Easter us, O God, for the work of peace-making in
our homes, in our neighborhood, our
communities, this nation, Ukraine, and beyond…
Easter us, O God, for the task of undoing white
supremacy and upending systems of
oppression…Easter us, O God, as we navigate
pandemic realities that still linger among
us….Easter us, O God, as we seek healing and
wholeness in our relationships…Easter us, O God,
as anxiety and doubt linger near…Easter us!
Join us at Grace for Holy Week worship (see Holy
Week schedule on p. 3) as we follow our God
through passion and crucifixion to Easter life! And
in this journey, may we be the body of Christ
following in the way of Easter on the wings of
resurrection.
Some years after hearing Brueggeman’s sermon, I
came across his poem/prayer entitled, “Easter
Us.” Turns out, he had been verbing Easter for
some time, for his prayer was written in 1994. In
it, he asked of God:
“Easter us,
salve wounds,
break injustice,
bring peace,
guarantee neighbor,
Easter us in joy and strength.”*
To which I say: Alleluia! Let it be so for me, for
you, for the world.
— Pastor Justin Lind-Ayres
*(Awed to Heaven, Rooted in Earth: Prayers of
Walter Brueggemann. Minneapolis: Fortress
Press, 2003.)

Sunday, April 24
Second Sunday of Easter
Acts 5:27-32 The God of our ancestors raised up
Jesus
Psalm 118:14-29
Revelation 1:4-8 Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the
dead, is coming
John 20:19-31 Beholding the wounds of the risen
Christ
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EASTER ACTIVITIES
ON THE NORTH LAWN
& Fundraisers for our 2022 Youth Service Trip
Sunday, April 17 between the 8:15am & 10:30am services
Join us for outdoor activities and time to connect as a community
on the north side of the church building starting at 9:00am. There
will be fun activities such as ladder ball, bean bag toss, sidewalk
chalk, and more! An Easter Egg Hunt for kids will be held at
10:00am.
Youth going on the 2022 Youth Service Trip will be offering coffee
and a variety of strudels from a local, family-run company called
Ruhland Strudel. We are suggesting a donation of $5 per pastry
and $2 per coffee (donations are not tax deductible). We will have
Apple, Cherry, Strawberry Rhubarb, and Blueberry Lemon; glutenfree scones will also be available. The pastry/coffee station will be
by Fellowship Hall between 9:00-10:30am and food can be eaten in
Fellowship Hall or outside. (In the case of rainy, yucky weather,
items can be taken To Go.) You will also have the opportunity to
bring home frozen full-sized strudels for a suggested donation of
$15 (sweet) or $22 (savory). RSVP requested so we can plan
accordingly, but not required. You can RSVP at church on the board
outside Jill's office or by emailing Heidi at cyf@graceattheu.org.
Go Fund Me—Throughout April
We're raising money to send Grace University Lutheran Church
youth on a service trip to Puerto Rico in June. Why there? We serve
in our own community throughout the year, and for our summer
service trip we choose justice work in another part of the country
— this challenges us to witness God's grace with fresh eyes as we
work alongside people in a completely different environment, and
encourages us to discover new ways of sharing Jesus' love. Puerto
Rico has been devastated by multiple natural disasters in recent
years and is still very much in recovery. We will be working with a
church near San Juan with their ministry of roof repair in the
community. There is much to do, much to learn, a new culture to
experience, and new friends to meet!
Our goal is ambitious, so we're trying it out in tandem with our
other fundraising events. The group will travel June 18-25th. We
began our fundraising prior to the pandemic and still have the
funds from that initial fundraising. Funds raised from then and now
will go toward airfare and other travel expenses, program costs,
meals, and supplies for whatever project we engage in on site. Any
donation gets us closer to our goal!
For your investment, we invite you to come to a trip presentation
with dessert, given by the youth (date to be determined soon). Any
contribution gets you the VIP treatment: dessert first and served to
you in your seat, prime seating, and more!
Thanks in advance for your contribution!

HOLY WEEK
April 10 – Palm Sunday
Worship at 8:15 am & 10:30*am
April 14 – Maundy Thursday
Worship at 7:00*pm
April 15 – Good Friday
Worship at 12:00*pm & 7:00 pm
April 17 – Easter Sunday
Worship at 8:15 am & 10:30*am,
with all-ages activities & youth service
trip fundraiser (see left) on the north
lawn between services
*Live-streamed on YouTube

APRIL MISSION
SPOTLIGHT:

COMMUNITY
EMERGENCY SERVICE
(CES)
Each month we’ll highlight one of the
ministries or organizations Grace
supports through benevolence giving.
CES, originally founded as an outreach
ministry of Augustana Lutheran
Church, is celebrating 50 years of
faith-based service to all neighbors in
need. Now an independent
organization, it continues to provide
critical services in the most ethnically
diverse neighborhood of Minneapolis.
The main focus of CES is food access,
including a food shelf and the largest
Meals on Wheels program in
Minnesota. CES also hosts Jean's
Closet for household goods, and a
winter clothing closet.
Grace supports Community
Emergency Service financially through
our operating budget and
benevolence giving. You can learn
more about CES on their website
(cesmn.org) and are encouraged to
keep this organization's work in your
prayers.
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ALL AGES INVITED
TO CONTINUE OUR
CREATION CARE
As part of our creation care
theme throughout Lent and
Easter, people from 0-102 are
invited to participate in an
intergenerational learning on
Sunday, April 24th at 9:15am,
between our 8:15am and
10:30am services. Heidi Smith
Ferris, a scientist, educator and
person of faith, will lead our
discussion and activities around
the importance of native plants
and rain gardens. We will be
starting native seeds that will be
planted in our peace garden area
and around the church this
summer.

FAITH FORMATION
SUNDAY ACTIVITIES
for APRIL
• April 3 — In-person Sunday

School, Pre-confirmation,
Confirmation, and Youth Group
@ 9:30 am
• April 10 — In-person Sunday
School, Pre-confirmation,
Confirmation, and Youth Group
@ 9:30 am
• April 17 — Youth Service Trip
Fundraiser: Easter Pastries and
Coffee Outside with activities
(see p. 3)
• April 24 — In-person, Outside
Creation Care Intergenerational
Activities at 9:30am (see above)
____________________________

COMMUNITY NOTES
Birth:
Lois Shelby Bejarin, daughter of
Anna and Kristian Bejarin, sister
of Julius, on March 22.

CLEAN UP DAY!
Saturday, April 9, 9am-12pm
We’ll be tackling some cleaning and organizing throughout our building,
and you are invited to join us that day to help! Bring cleaning cloths and
other cleaning supplies that you think might be useful. Coffee and
pastries provided!

GRACESING
Bringing songs for comfort and healing
“GraceSing” is an informal singing group open to all ages and musical
abilities at Grace. We sing hymns of comfort and healing for people
facing hard times—in the hospital, facing a difficult diagnosis, coping
with loss, transitioning to hospice, etc. We also surround people in
joyful transitions—welcoming a new baby, blessing a new home or the
like.
We gather the fourth Sunday of each month, 12:00-1:00 pm to sing
and to reflect on the blessings that come through song, both for the
receivers and the singers. When we are invited to sing for someone,
4-6 of us who are available go to their residence and sing as a small
group.
Want to join GraceSing or learn more? Contact Liz Andress
(liz@solbrack.com, 651-983-8105). Want to request GraceSing to visit
you or a loved one? Contact Pastor Amber Ingalsbe
(pastoramber@graceattheu.org, 612-331-8125).

THE NATIONAL LUTHERAN CHOIR:
The Earth Sings Beauty
Sunday, May 1 at 4:00 pm
Join the NLC for The Earth Sings Beauty to hear the World Premiere of
Lament of the Earth by composer Steve Heitzeg and poet Susan Palo
Cherwien. The concert will take place at St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
in Mahtomedi, broadcasted by Minnesota Public Radio, and live
streamed at NLCA.com.
Lament of the Earth is a recipient of the Dale Warland Singers
commission award and will feature acclaimed mezzo-soprano Clara
Osowski and the St. John’s Boys’ Choir. The content of the work delves
into the symbiotic relationship between humanity and the natural
world, bringing us all closer to the earth on which we live. The concert
will also include other favorites such as Erik Esenvalds’ Stars and Eric
Whitacre’s i thank you God for this most amazing day.
In-Person Concert
Sunday, May 1st - 4:00pm @ St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church, Mahtomedi
Adults & seniors: $35 | Students: Pay what you can | 18 & Under: Free
Livestream on NLCA.com
Radio Broadcast on Minnesota Public Radio, Tune to Classical MPR
For tickets and more information, visit NLCA.com or call 612-722-2301.
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NURSE’S NOTE
Commercial Determinants of Health
5 November 2021, World Health Organization
In order to talk about commercial determinants of health, we must
first define social determinants of health: the circumstances in which
people are born, grow up, live, work and age, and the systems put in
place to deal with illness. These circumstances are in turn shaped by
a wider set of forces: economics, social policies, politics, and the
commercial determinants of health. Social determinants of health
matter because addressing them not only helps prevents illness, but
also promotes healthy lives and societal equity.
Commercial determinants of health are the conditions, actions and
omissions by corporate actors that affect health. These arise in the
context of the provision of goods or services for payment and include
commercial activities, as well as the environment in which commerce
takes place. Commercial determinants of health are private sector
activities that affect people’s health positively or negatively.
Examples of ways that corporate activities shape the physical and
social environments in which people live, work, plan, learn and love:
• Company choices in the production, price-setting and aggressive
marketing of products such as ultra-processed foods, tobacco,
sugar-sweetened beverages, and alcohol lead to noncommunicable diseases such as hypertension, type 2 diabetes,
certain cancers, cardiovascular disease, and obesity.
• Young people are especially at risk of being influenced by
advertisements and celebrity promotion of material. For
example, fast-food advertising to youth activates highly sensitive
and still-developing pathways in teens’ brains.
• Factories emitting smoke pollute the air, causing and
exacerbating respiratory diseases.
• Unsafe or toxic work environments can impact employee mental
health.
• Workers in slaughterhouses and meat packaging facilities, which
are often located in disadvantaged communities, suffer high
rates of injury and, at the peak of the COVID-19 pandemic,
experienced high rates of infection from the virus.
There are also positive contributions by the private sector to public
health, for example:
• Reformulation of goods and products to reduce harm and injury,
including the industry introduction of seat belts, as well as more
recently salt reformulation; and
• Ensuring living wages, paid parental leave to improve child health
outcomes, sick leave, and access to health insurance.
The workplace also functions as a setting of health promotion and
protection against harm, allowing the following:
• Occupational health and safety standards and hygiene practices
that reduce the risk of developing ill-health or work-related
disability.

• Health promotion activities aimed

at the workforce, including use of
stairs, healthy canteens,
walkathons or sports events; and
• Health literacy events, including
awareness-building about deadly
ailments, blood donation, or
vaccination.
Commercial determinants also
contribute to other factors that shape
health and health equities or the lack
thereof. These can include income
levels; educational opportunities;
occupation, employment status and
workplace safety; food insecurity and
inaccessibility of nutritious food
choices; access to housing and utility
services; higher use of tobacco in
some regions; gender inequity, and
racial segregation.
Some possible actions to take:
• Working as a society to adopt socalled best buy strategies and
conflict of interest policies and
supporting safe spaces for
discussion with industry. These
might include things like: limiting
advertising of certain products to
targeted audiences, charging a tax
on sugary drinks, and mandating
family birth leave.
• Encourage more research on the
health equity dimensions of
commercial determinants of health
as well as governance
considerations, including
transparency and accountability.
“Be careful then how you live, not as
unwise people but as wise, making
the most of the time, because the
days are evil. So do not be foolish but
understand what the will of the Lord
is.” Ephesians 5:15-17
Dear Ones, more food for thought as
we consider our world.
Be well, stay safe, blessings.
—Nurse Cheryl
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS
Lauren Beckstrom
Anders Odden
Dylan Eckstrom
Donna Wain Erickson
Julia Weigle
Solveig Wolf
Peder Garnaas-Halvorson
Eleanor Reuer Welton
Sophie Anderson
Emily Ostrow
Emily Regan
Francis Randall
Ted Weigle
Janet Jacobson
Greta Regan
Ryan Warren
Andrea Bungum
Kirsten Christensen
Julie Anderson
Kubisa Muzenende
Miles Tangen
Terry Foecke
Leland Johnson
Kari Anderson-Hermann
Ellie Schober
Kersten Warren
Elsa Hoehn
Madeline Schacht
Maria Fewer Lee
Freya Ode
Barbara Lundblad
Drew Schwab
Beatrice Ehler
Sara Vandeventer
David Bergren
Noemi Lange
Bill Rottschaefer
Suzy Roy
Vicki Buttery
Dick Graves
Neal Young
Madeline Derbis
Andrew Jacobson
Aaron Browne
Evelyn Knotek
Irena Wilson

1
1
2
2
2
2
4
4
6
6
6
8
8
9
9
10
12
12
13
14
14
16
16
17
18
18
19
19
20
21
23
23
24
24
25
25
25
25
26
26
27
28
28
30
30
30

THANK YOU FROM HAWKINSON FUND
To the Grace Benevolence Committee and Congregation:
Thank you for the recent contribution of $1,412.38 from Grace
Benevolence to the Hawkinson Fund.
Rev. Vincent L. Hawkinson was pastor at Grace from 1955 to 1985 and
members of Grace organized a foundation to perpetuate his spirit in
1987. The foundation operated as an independent 501c3 organization
until 2017 when it ceased operating. On January 29, 2017, Grace voted
unanimously at its annual congregational meeting to continue the
former foundation’s mission as the Hawkinson Fund for Peace and
Justice at Grace University Lutheran Church.
The Hawkinson Fund provides scholarships to Minnesota students and
recognizes community leaders who promote peace and justice. It also
tells the stories of the recipients as role models to inspire others to take
similar action.
Since 2017, total Grace Benevolence support for the Hawkinson Fund
has been $7,204, including the recent contribution. As a dedicated
fund at Grace for the past five years, the Hawkinson Fund continues to
provide leadership development opportunities supporting peace and
justice leaders both within and outside Grace Church.
• In recognition of their exemplary work, Hawkinson Honorary
Awards have been presented to Sister Char Madigan (2019—Spirit
of St. Stephen’s Catholic Community) and Sharon Day (2021—
Indigenous Peoples Task Force).
• Hawkinson Scholarships totaling $68,500 have been awarded to 18
outstanding students, including Grace member Ingrid Kubisa. One
might say that the $7,000 “investment” by Grace has had a 10-fold
“return” to provide nearly $70,000 in scholarships!
During these five years, Grace members who have volunteered their
time include: Jill Abenth, Dave Anderson, David Anderson, Randee
Edmundson, Dan Garnaas, Peder Garnaas-Halvorson, Janet Jacobson,
Stan Jacobson, Ingrid Kubisa, Jared Oasheim, Tom von Fischer, Frieda
von Qualen, Michael Wootten and Susan Wootten. Several people who
are not members of Grace have also worked on its activities (and many
other Grace members volunteered previously with the Hawkinson
Foundation).
I encourage you to think about how you can join with the Hawkinson
Fund to identify community peace and justice leaders and potential
scholarship candidates. You can learn more about their peace and
justice work as these students tell their stories online at
Hawkinsonfoundation.org.
See the photos (p. 7) of Hawkinson Scholars from 2018-2021.
Thank you to all members of the Grace congregation for your
continuing support!
Stan Jacobson
Chair of the Hawkinson Fund for Peace and Justice
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Adult Education
Archives & History
Children & Youth
Congregational Life
Hawkinson Fund
Outreach
Property
Sunday Service Coordinator
Social Justice Coordinator
Stewardship
Worship and Music
Leadership Development

Nancy Laskaris
Candace Ehler
Stan Jacobson
Susan Wooten
Rolf Carlsen
Jonathan Hein
Anita Hill
Karen Van Norman
David Grandall
Jean Stilwell, David Anderson,
Marcia Carlson

“Though we may come from different backgrounds,
“Though we may come from different backgrounds, hold
hold differing perspectives, or work for independent
differing perspectives, or work for independent causes …
causes … together, I believe we can change the
together, I believe we can change the world.”
world.”
— Alec Fisher, 2015 Hawkinson Scholar
— Alec Fisher, 2015 Hawkinson Scholar

GRACE COUNCIL MEMBERS
President
Vice President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Council-at-Large
Council-at-Large
Council-at-Large

Stan Olson
Rose Carlsen
Nicole Johnson
John Edmundson
Lisa Linnell
Kirsten Bansen Weigle
Becky Hunter
Joe Carlson
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Grace University Lutheran Church
324 Harvard St. SE
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612-331-8125
www.graceattheu.org
info@graceattheu.org
*Address service requested*

THE PEOPLE of GRACE

STATEMENT of MISSION
The primary mission of Grace
University Lutheran Church is to
proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ as
an instrument of God’s reconciling love
in the world. We do this so that
reconciliation with God may become a
reality for all.
(2 Corinthians 5:18-21)

STATEMENT of AFFIRMATION
Grace University Lutheran Church is a
spiritual community that celebrates
the gifts of God that empower us to
engage in the struggles of life, to care
for each other, and to serve Christ
where we work and live. Grace is a
Reconciling-in-Christ congregation. We
welcome the participation of people of
all ages, ethnic backgrounds, sexual
orientations, gender identities,
educational backgrounds, and
economic conditions—all who want to
join in community to honor God and be
of service to people.

____________________________
OFFICE/BUILDING HOURS
Some weekday hours have been
added – please contact the office.

Ministers

The Grace Community

Grace Staff
Amber Ingalsbe Co-Pastor, pastoramber@graceattheu.org
Justin Lind-Ayres Co-Pastor, pastorjustin@graceattheu.org
Heidi Johnson McAllister Director of Faith Formation
and Member Engagement, cyf@gracattheu.org
Jill Abenth Office Manager, info@graceattheu.org
Joan Christensen Pianist, jerjoanchriste@hotmail.com
David Anderson Bookkeeper & Financial Secretary, akrodavidmn@gmail.com
Cheryl Lanigan Faith Community Nurse, nurse@graceattheu.org
David Grandall Interim Organist
Nancy Olson Interim Organist
Mechawit Simmons Custodian
Mike Lanigan Sunday Attendant
Stefan Wolf
Janelle Bussert
Patti Regan
Carolyn Winters Folke
Kate Reuer Welton
Michelle Greene
Dana Rademacher Hansen
Ben Cox
Claire Busse

Volunteer Staff
Second Sunday Singing Director, stefanjwolf@gmail.com
Keyboard Choir Director, jbussert2@aol.com
Handbell Choir Director, regan.patti@gmail.com
Offering Counting Coordinator, cbwf40@gmail.com
Lutheran Campus Ministry Staff
Lutheran Campus Pastor, pastorkate@umnlutheran.org
Administrative & Development Assistant, info@umnlutheran.org
Program Associate, dana@umnlutheran.org
St. Paul Outreach Intern, ben@umnlutheran.org
Student Intern, busse102@umn.edu

Grace Council Meeting Minutes
Wednesday February 9, 2022 – 6:30-7:30 PM by Zoom
Attending: Pastor Amber, Pastor Justin, Stan Olson, Joe Carlson,
Rose Carlsen, Kirsten Bansen Weigle, Niki Johnson, Becky Hunter,
John Edmundson, Lisa Linnell
Call to Order by Stan at 6:32pm.
Opening Word – Lisa. An excerpt from “Wintering” by Katherine
May

In conversation with Pastor Kate about Ash April
Wednesday:
2022 —noon
9 Ash
Wednesday service, in person and livestream, Grace-led; 8pm
service, LCM-led.
Throughout Lent we will experiment with inclusive and expansive
language liturgy that some congregations are testing. Planning
some intergenerational activities around theme of butterflies.
Learnings around pollinators and native plants, reimagine the
Peace Garden.

Approval of the Agenda

Partnering with Heidi Ferris of Connect-the-Drops on water
conservation and care.

January Council Minutes – Lisa

Council meeting will be moved back to 6pm for March 9.

Action: Motion to approve minutes as distributed. Motion by
Lisa, second by Becky. Motion approved.
January 30 Congregational Meeting Minutes – Lisa
For review. No action needed at this time.

Pastor Amber Taking time to think about what is the right
structure for Grace (e.g., do we have the right committees).
Congregational Life does not have a committee right now, and
there is a lot of property work that needs a committee.

Discussion of benevolence and support for ISAIAH
Record of support for ISAIAH goes back to 2014; last support was
about $2,000 in 2018. No support in 2019, no notes about why that
was changed. When it was in the budget, it was not in benevolence
but in membership fees.
We do not have a Social Concerns Committee, so we will need
some volunteers to do the work, in the absence of a Social Ministry
Committee, to vet the organizations identified for benevolence.

Pastor Amber and Pastor Justin will start working with a clergy
coach to consider how to work together and split up the work.

We will need a Social Ministry chair, and members will be
appointed. Rose is chair of the Leadership Development
Committee. Need to check to see if a position description for the
committee already exists, so we can articulate what we would be
asking someone to do as chair.

Cheryl Lanigan is getting a safety task force up and running to
review things like fire code, crisis planning, and contingencies.

Stan will bring proposals to the council after consultation with
Pastor Amber and Pastor Justin.
January Financial Reports – John
Highlights from the financial reports:
• Identifiables were very high this month because some full-year
pledges came in. Benevolence is very high at the moment but
expected to level out. Subtract the full-year pledges results in a
deficit of ~$13,000.
• Salaries are low because salary increases have not been paid
yet; they cannot be paid until the budget is approved at the
January congregational meeting. Now that that has taken
place, raises will be paid retroactively. Salary line item is also
low because don’t have a director of music, however, we are
paying for guest musicians.
• Office copier expense is high because we are billed quarterly.
Action: Motion to receive financial reports as distributed.
Motion by John, second by Kirsten. Motion approved.
Note: 2020 Audit is complete. Auditors report to the Church
Council. Will ask the Finance Committee and the Audit Committee
to review the documents first, look for things that we ought to be
doing, see if there is anything we should talk about. Initial review
did not show any surprises or huge concerns.
Pastors’ Reports
Pastor Justin Planning for the Lenten season around the theme of
creation care. Mid-week services on Zoom, will use a Holden
“Prayer Around the Cross” liturgy, starting on March 9.

Property update – New tables are now in Fellowship Hall, much
easier to move, better shape, safer.
Rekeying the building is scheduled for later in February, will switch
over everyone’s keys. New system will include video to show who
is at the door and ability to buzz visitors into the building.

Synod toolkit event: Council members are encouraged to attend
workshops on Tuesdays and Thursday in March. Will send list for
registration to council members.
Several churches in the area have moved online because of
omicron variant, but because we have been cautious, we didn’t
have to radically change what we are doing. That consistency has
served us well.
Policies & practices during the pandemic – update
Staff have discussed how we might be able to open things up a
little more (e.g. hosting coffee hour outside). For now we will
maintain what we have been doing.
Director of Music Ministry Position & Search – update from
pastors
Position is posted through Feb 25, no official applications yet
received, a couple of people have expressed interest.
Sanctuary Sound System/ Audio/visual equipment and personnel
for live streaming
David Grandall shared a list of needs, thinking about having
someone come in to assess those needs. Need to think about who
might be on a committee (part properties, part worship) to
consider how to meet those needs. Anticipated needs:
replacement of speakers, wiring, microphone replacement,
livestream equipment. This work will require coordination with
broader building considerations. The Music and Worship
Committee is very busy with the music director search and does
not have the bandwidth at this time to lead this work.
Susan Peterson would like to make a memorial gift toward an
update of the sanctuary sound system on behalf of her and Jim.
Continued on p. 10…
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Personnel Handbook –
Niki
Review of updated
portions of the Grace
Personnel Handbook.
For review and
discussion but not
adopting tonight:
4 – Background Checks
8 – Employment
Practices
11- Continuing
Education
13 – Paid Leave
15 – Disability
17 – Unpaid Leave
18 – Work Related
Accident or Injury
19 – Code of Conduct
Other Business
No other business
Adjourn
Action: Motion to
adjourn. Motion by
Lisa second by Niki.
Motion approved.
Adjourned at 8:05 pm.

