.. the

e
=
PN —

7
PASTORS’ PAGE

It is 100% true that we are mixing metaphors this Advent
season. And, | think that’s okay. In fact, | kind of like it. This
autumn we have been immersed in the “living stones”
metaphor as we have moved toward and into our capital
campaign and stewardship season. The theme — Living Stones
Grounded in Grace — has provided biblical context for us to
consider our connective tissue as the body of Christ, the One
who is the cornerstone of our faith and giver of all grace. We will -
continue to lean into the metaphorical language of stone as we

engage in our building enhancement project and the building

up of our mission through our offerings. In fact, on the Second

Sunday of Advent, December 7, we will celebrate the in-gathering

of our “living stones” commitment cards for both our 2026

stewardship effort and our three-year capital campaign 1
pledges. It will be a festive day, and | hope you can join in -
the celebration and joy! o

Stones are not the only “living” objects lifted up this Advent
season, for we also will build off the imagery of trees. Unlike

a stone, a tree is typically alive, unless it has been cut down.

This Advent season we will consider Marty Haugen’s hymn,

“Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery,” that sings of the living

giving work of Christ Jesus on the cross/tree. The fact is a
tree-turned-cross is a dead tree. But not when the God of
resurrection life gets ahold of it! For as Haugen’s hymn (]
proclaims of Christ: “though you die in all of history, still you [l
rise with every morn.” This Advent season we celebrate

the coming of our God who brings life out of death and =
grafts us onto the Tree of Life. This metaphor will be opened
up all the more as we understand ourselves as growing in
faith and life. We will experience testimonies from each other
of faithful witnesses across the generations who have been
firmly planted in the life-giving grace of God. Like them, we
become branches reaching out into the world sharing the
love and working of justice in Christ’s name.

In this season, tree and stone metaphors will combine with
some of the standard evocative Advent metaphors of

light, journey, and path. Swirled together in an Advent
metaphoric soup, these imagines will seek to warm and
enrich our preparation and anticipation
of God-come-near, Immanuel. Our
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WORSHIP in DECEMBER

Sundays at 10:00 am in person & our YouTube channel:

http://www.youtube.com/@graceuniversitylutheran
chu2430

“Pray Without Ceasing” is at 8:30 am in the Peace Chapel.
Worship info is emailed & posted on our website weekly.

Info for Advent midweek & Christmas season worship is on p.3

Sunday, December 7
Second Sunday of Advent

Isaiah 11:1-10 From David’s line, a ruler
bringing justice and peace

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 May the righteous flourish;
let there be an abundance of peace. (v.7)

Romans 15:4-13 Live in harmony, welcoming
one another

Matthew 3:1-12 A voice cries: Prepare the way
of the Lord

Sunday, December 14
Third Sunday of Advent

Isaiah 35:1-10 The desert blooms as God'’s
people return from exile

Psalm 146:5-10 The Lord lifts up those who are
bowed down. (v.8)

James 5:7-10 Patience until the coming of the
Lord

Matthew 11:2-11 The forerunner of Christ

Sunday, December 21
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Isaiah 7:10-16 The sign of Immanuel

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 Let your face shine upon
us, and we shall be saved. (v.7)

Romans 1:1-7 Paul’s greeting to the church at
Rome

Matthew 1:18-25 A God near at hand

Sunday, December 28
First Sunday of Christmas

Isaiah 63:7-9 Israel saved by God’s own
presence

Psalm 148 The splendor of the Lord is over
earth and heaven. (v.13)

Hebrew 2:10-18 Christ shares flesh and blood
to free humankind

Matthew 2:13-23 The slaughter of innocent
children

Pastors’ Page continued...

Sunday liturgies, midweek gatherings, daily devotions, and
community connections serve to bear witness to the
incarnate of Love of God we know in Jesus. The Tree of
Life, the Living stone, the Way, the Truth, the Life, the very
Light of the world! And you are invited into the awesome
mystery and wonder of it all! Here are opportunities,
general and specific, as we move through this Advent
season into Christmas and beyond:

Sundays in Advent — Throughout the season, we will light
candles on the wreath, sing of the Tree of Life, and
experience the plethora of Advent metaphors in word and
song. Some specifics: Advent 1 (Nov 30) we will dedicate
gorgeous new paraments gifted to the congregation by
Judy Stuthman; Advent 2 (Dec 7) we celebrate the in-
gathering of our commitment cards to our Living Stones
campaign; Advent 3 (Dec 14) the children’s choir will
support our worship; and Advent 4 (Dec 21) we prepare
for the inbreaking of light as Christ’s birth draws near.

Mid-week Advent worship — We will have three mid-
week services, all beginning at 7 pm:

e December 3 is Holden Evening Prayer on Zoom.

e December 10 is Prayer by Candlelight in the Sanctuary.

e December 17 is Dinner Church in the Fellowship Hall.
Look for a sign-up to provide soup or help with preparations.

Daily Devotions — The invitation is before us to share
stories as part of Living Stones Grounded in Faith
community devotions offering testimonies of those whose
faithful examples we continue to be built up by and whose
faith we are building on.

Christmas Celebration — We will gather on Christmas Eve
at 4 pm and 9 pm and welcome the Advent of our God, the
Word Incarnate who inhabits a wooden manger. The
following Sunday (December 28) our Christmas season
continues with worship 10 am.

Epiphany Worship and Program — We have learned that
construction in the Fellowship Hall will begin after January
11. Therefore, we are able to host our annual Epiphany
Sunday on January 4" as the children and youth retell the
Christmas story, a sharing of talents is offered, and a
potluck meal is enjoyed by the community. It will be our
final congregational potluck before our renovation!

Following in the light as living stones grounded in grace,
we take root in the Tree of Life and journey the pathway
to God’s coming again — into our lives, our community, and
indeed the whole world! Blessed Advent!

—Pastor Justin


http://www.youtube.com/@graceuniversitylutheranchu2430
http://www.youtube.com/@graceuniversitylutheranchu2430

ADVENT AT GRACE

Join in as we anticipate the birth of Christ!

Our Advent journey includes daily devotional reflections,
midweek worship, and Sunday worship.

DAILY DEVOTIONALS — "Living Stones Grounded in Faith"
Reflections by Grace community members are emailed each
morning of Advent through Christmas Day. This season we will
share stories of the living stones in our lives and in this
community — those whose faithful examples we continue to be
built up by and whose faith we are building on, literally and
figuratively! You are invited to:

e Offer your own reflection to be sent out as a
devotional. Prompts to get started are here (or contact the
office to have them sent to you). Your devotional might be
written (about 150-300 words) and include story or poetry,
or it might include links to YouTube videos or music, original
videos, art, and/or photos with commentary. Community
members of any age are encouraged to participate!
Please contact Patty Lee at pattylee@me.com to indicate
your interest in sharing a devotional with the community.

e Engage in the devotionals each day. To check if you are
subscribed for these, or to request to be added,
please contact the office: info@graceattheu.org.

ADVENT MIDWEEK WORSHIP
Join in each Wednesday in Advent for worship:

December 3 @ 7:00 pm — via Zoom (about 30 minutes)
December 10 @ 7:00 pm — in person in the Sanctuary
(about 30 minutes)

December 17 @ 7:00 pm — in person dinner church in the
Fellowship Hall (about 1 hour)

For the in-person worships, parking is available in Grace's garage
(door will open automatically) and the hospital ramp with
vouchers.

SUNDAY WORSHIP
Our Sunday worship at 10:00 am each Sunday will include
Advent wreath candle lighting.
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LEIPZIG FORUM
Rescheduled!
Sunday, December 14 @ 11:15 am in the Peace Chapel

Pastor Amber will share stories, photos, and learnings from her
recent visit to our global companion synod partners in Leipzig,
Germany, as well as sharing more information about the
partnership between our Minneapolis Area Synod and the
Leipzig District.

CHRISTMAS

CHRISTMAS EVE )
Wednesday, December 24 '

Worship with candle lighting ;
will be at 4:00 pm & 9:00 pm.

The 4:00 pm worship willbe L1
streamed live on our
YouTube channel:
http://www.youtube.com/@graceuniversi
tylutheranchu2430

FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS

Sunday, December 28

Worship at 10:00 am with holy
communion and continuing the Christmas
season

EPIPHANY

EPIPHANY WORSHIP, TALENTS FOR
JESUS, & POTLUCK
Sunday, January 4

With Epiphany marking the end of
Christmas and when the Wise Ones come
to visit Jesus, we continue to celebrate
the birth of baby Jesus on Epiphany
Sunday:
¢ 9:30-10:00 am — Kids gather to learn
music and choose costumes
¢ 10:00-11:00 am — Worship with the
Christmas story. Infants—Grade 6 are
invited to participate in the telling of
the birth of Jesus and the Epiphany
revelation to the Wise Ones during
the worship that day.
¢ 11:15 am — The sharing of talents by
our children and youth will be in
Fellowship Hall.
¢ 12:00 pm — Following this program,
we’ll shift into potluck mode and
share a meal together. Potluck details
will be shared closer to the date.



https://mcusercontent.com/a3888eea25351b8a9f6c01012/files/f94f4db9-2a1d-ed11-9966-6a71a299f005/Advent_devotions_2025_theme_amp_prompts.pdf
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MEN'S BREWERY OUTING

Tuesday, December 9 @ 6:30 pm
at BlackStack Brewing
(755 Prior Ave. N, St. Paul)
https://www.blackstackbrewing.com/

You are invited to the next Grace men's
brewery outing. If you plan to join us,
email steve@solbrack.com so we know
how many seats to save. It will be Taco
Tuesday! You can enjoy three tacos
from Los Ocampos and a beer for

$14! Brewery outings will occur
approximately every two months, the
day of the week will vary, and
geographical location will vary.

A LIGHT IN THE STORM:
ISAIAH's Convention,
Agenda Launch, &
Leadership Training Event

Saturday, December 13 @ 1:00-6:00 pm
at the Minneapolis Convention Center

In times such as these, what is required
of us who want to keep our
Democracy? That topic will be broadly
addressed at the ISAIAH

organization’s A Light in the

Storm event on the afternoon of
December 13. Upwards of 4,000
leaders from a vast array of
backgrounds and from all across
Minnesota will gather that day to learn
from experts about how to stop the
precipitous slide into full-on
authoritarianism facing our nation.
And, we’ll be trained in the tools we
need to lead in new and powerful ways
in the coming months.

Join Grace members and friends as we
work to turn out a significant number

to be equipped for just such a time as

this. Register using this QR code:

CHILDREN, YOUTH
& FAMILY (CYF) PROGRAMMING

DECEMBER GRACE TIME SCHEDULE
Sundays | 9:00 — 9:50 a.m.

December 7
e Early Childhood: The First Christmas (Luke 2:1-20)
e Elementary: An Angel Appears to Mary (Luke 1:26-38)
e Tweens: Mothering God (Luke 1:26-38)
e Confirmation: Apostles’ Creed — Article 3
e Youth Group: Nicholas of Myra - Generosity
e Caregiver Connection: Brew Coffee, make tea, and enjoy
conversations with peers in the Peace Chapel

December 14

e Early Childhood: The Friendly Beasts by Karen L. Blumen

e Elementary: Jesus is Born (Luke 1:39-57)

e Tweens: Immigrants & Refugees (Matthew 2:1-15)

e Confirmation & Youth Group: Hodegetria — Incarnation
(Meet in the Peace Chapel to make kits for unhoused folks)

e Caregiver Connection: Brew Coffee, make tea, and enjoy
conversations with peers in the Fellowship Hall

December 21 & 28
e No Grace Time Programming

WORSHIP | 10:00 — 11:00 a.m.
e Sanctuary: Worship for ALL ages
¢ Narthex/Entry Space: Kids’ Corner available
o Wiggle Space available before communion (staffed)
o Private Nursing Space adjacent to the Early Childhood Room
downstairs (available throughout the morning)

EPIPHANY WORSHIP, TALENTS FOR JESUS, & POTLUCK
Sunday, January 4 | 9:30 a.m. (see p. 3 for details)

SUMMER HAPPENINGS
We are excited to invite children, youth, and families to join us this
summer for our annual Grace Picnic, as well as a week of camp
and/or a weeklong retreat. As Water’s Edge Ministries (formerly
Green Lake Lutheran Ministries) and Holden Village confirm our
dates, we will update the announcements. Notes for Holden Village:
all youth must be accompanied by a supervising adult, and families
are responsible for making their own travel arrangements. Funds
from the youth fundraisers will help offset the cost of the Holden
Village retreat.

e July 2026 | Water’s Edge Ministries Camp | Elementary —

Middle School
e August 2026 | Holden Village Retreat | Youth & Families


https://www.blackstackbrewing.com/
mailto:steve@solbrack.com

WOMEN & NONBINARY RETREAT
“The Cup of Our Life”

Friday-Sunday, January 30-February 1, 2026
St. Andrew Village, New London, MN

Registration has opened — sign up by the office or email Pastor
Amber (address below)

Join other Grace women and nonbinary folks on a retreat weekend,
with time for personal relaxation and rest, community building and
fun, opportunities to enjoy nearby Sibley State Park and Prairie
Woods Environmental Learning Center, and learning more about
Water’s Edge Ministries (formerly Green Lake Lutheran Ministries)
— the camp Grace supports and at which many Grace members
have worked over the years.

The retreat begins after dinner on Friday evening and wraps up
Sunday morning. Cost per person is $175 for a double room or $220
for a single room. Full and partial scholarships are available. $50
deposit and completed registration form by January 11 secures
your spot; balance due January 25. Speak to Pastor Amber with any
questions: pastoramber@graceattheu.org
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COMMUNITY NOTES

Death
Joan Christensen, on November 13. A service for Joan will be held
on Saturday, January 10 at Grace.

New Members
On November 16, we welcomed several new members to Grace:

Natalie, Andrew, Anne,
& Emma Helling

Alisha Huebel

(with husband Rolf Jacobson & Espen) Carole Johnson

ITEMS AVAILABLE

While we’ve worked diligently over
the past year to give away and move
out as much as possible in
preparation for the construction
project, things remain that are free to
whoever would like them and can
haul them away (or arrange to have
them hauled away). Everything needs
to go by the end of December:

e Books on the Fellowship Hall
bookcase and table, and in the
Library

e Some games

o Aclock

e Bookcases—2 in Fellowship Hall

e DVDs in Library

e Gold chairs & small tables in the

Library

Safe in the Library

Piano in Pastor Amber’s office

Furniture in the Nursing Room—

soft chair, lamp, low table

Peace Chapel chairs

Metal closets & cupboard in lower-

level hallway and Early Childhood

Room storage areas

e Pews in Fellowship Hall (& later
from sanctuary)

e Huge desk in Foyer/Wiggle Room

A few of these are still in use but will
be available soon. If you have
qguestions or would like to claim an
item, please reach out to either Jean
Stilwell at jekhome@gmail.com or Jill
Abenth at info@graceattheu.org.

WATER'S

== EDGE

== MINISTRIES

GREEN LAKE LUTHERAN MINISTRIES
The camp Grace supports, Green Lake
Lutheran Ministries, recently
renamed its organization, but its
mission carried out at three lakeside
sites in Minnesota and Serve Boldly
sites throughout the country remains
the same!
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DECEMBER NURSE'’S NOTE
BIRTHDAYS Grief and the Holidays
Christopher Lewellen 2> | Margaret May Health; December 4, 2024; Rev. Dr. Shawna Crisman
Eleanor Schacht 2 | The holiday season can be a joyful time for many, but for those who are
Sunday Alabi 3 | grieving the loss of a loved one, it can also be a time of intense sadness and
Diane Brady-Leighton 3 | emotional struggle. The holidays often bring memories of past celebrations,
Charlie Ehler 4 | and the absence of a loved one can create a sense of emptiness and longing.
Mike Lanigan 4 | If you're grieving, it’s important to acknowledge your feelings are valid, and
Greg MacKenzie 4 | there is no “right” way to experience the holidays. However, there are
Evey Chadwick > | strategies that can help you cope and manage your grief during this
Mary Graves 5 | challenging time.
Nora Weigle 8
Margot Monson 10 | 1. Acknowledge Your Grief: The holiday season can bring a rush of
Emma Tangen 10 emotions, ranging from sadness to anger, confusion or even guilt. It's
Laura Joyce 16 essential to recognize that grief does not follow a set timeline, and it
Maren Olson 17 doesn’t disappear just because the calendar says it’s time for the
Beth Bennington 18 celebration. Give yourself permission to feel whatever emotions arise,
Susie Olsson 20 without shame or judgement. Understanding it’s okay to grieve during
Jennifer Anderson 21 the holidays is the first step toward healing.
Peter Swanson 22 | 2. Create New Traditions or Modify Old Ones: For many, the holiday
Mary Kettl 23 season is deeply tied to family traditions. After the loss of a loved one,
David A. Anderson 24 those traditions may be painful to continue in the same way. While it’s
Elliott Marr 24 important to honor the memory of your loved one, consider adjusting
Julie Mattson Ostrow 24 old traditions or creating new ones that reflect where you are in your
Chris Sluis 24 grief journey. Perhaps you could dedicate time to share fond memories
Solveig Wilson 24 of your loved one, or you might choose a new activity that brings
Jill Abenth 25 comfort, like volunteering or spending time in quiet reflection. Creating
Michael Wootten 25 new rituals allows you to shape the season in a way that respects your
Charles Nielson 28 grief while still acknowledging the holidays.
Toby Martin-Kohls 29 L. . . .
David Mohn 29 3. Set Realistic Expectations for Yourself: The pressure to “do it all” during
Espen Jacobson 31 the holldays ca?n feel overwhelmlng, e‘speaally when grieving. You may
lan McBride 31 feel an obligation to participate in holiday events or decorate your home,
. but it is important to set realistic expectations for yourself. Don’t be
Linnea Olesen 31 . L . . .
afraid to decline invitations or skip certain activities if they feel too
emotionally taxing. You may want to keep things simple or choose a
GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS more private way to spend the day. Your emotional well-being is the
COLLEGE — CHRISTMAS priority, so allow yourself the space to step back from any expectations
IN CHRIST CHAPEL that feel burdensome.
"Seeking Hope: Dreams of a 4. Reach Out for Support: Grief can be a very isolating experience, but you
New Way" embarks on a don’t have to go through it alone. During the holidays, reach out to
journey of longing, discovery, friends, family or support groups for understanding and connection.
and renewal. The Artistic Sometimes, just talking about your loved one or sharing how you’re
Director this year is Chad feeling can bring a sense of relief. If family members are also grieving, it
Winterfeldt, Grace's Director of can be helpful to lean on each other for support. Additionally, consider
Music. Tickets are sold out, but joining a grief support group, either in person or online.
you are invited to view the
service live on Saturday, 5. Honor Your Loved One’s Memory: One of the most healing ways to
December 6 @ 7:30 pm. manage grief during the holidays is to find meaningful ways to honor the
Visit https://gustavus.edu/even memory of your loved one. This could involve lighting a candle in their
ts/ccc/video/ honor, hanging an ornament with their name on it or visiting a place that



https://gustavus.edu/events/ccc/video/
https://gustavus.edu/events/ccc/video/

was special to them. You could also create a memory box filled
with photographs and keepsakes or write a letter expressing
your love and gratitude for the time you had together. These
acts of remembrance can offer comfort and help you hold onto
the love you shared while acknowledging the sadness of their
absence.

. Take Care of Yourself Physically and Mentally: Grieving can
take a toll on your physical and emotional well-being,
especially during the holidays when stress levels may increase.
It’s important to prioritize self-care by getting adequate rest,
eating nourishing foods and engaging in physical activity, even
if it’s just a short walk. Taking care of your body can help
improve your emotional state, giving you the strength to
manage grief. If you’re feeling overwhelmed, anxious or
depressed, it may be beneficial to speak with a counselor or
therapist who specializes in grief support.

. Allow Yourself to Feel Joy: Grief and joy can coexist. While it
may seem difficult to feel happy or joyful when you’re
mourning the loss of a loved one, it’s important to allow
yourself moments of peace, laughter and even hope. You don’t
have to feel guilty for experiencing moments of happiness.
Those moments are part of your healing process. Remember,
healing doesn’t mean forgetting or replacing your loved one; it
simply means finding new ways to live with the grief while still
embracing life’s joys.

. Be Gentle with Yourself: It's easy to be hard on yourself during
the holidays, especially when you’re feeling like you “should”
be doing better or “should” be able to cope. But

grief is a unique journey for everyone, and there is no right

or wrong way to grieve, nor is there a specific timeline. Be
patient with yourself. It’s okay to have difficult moments,

and it’s okay to need time to heal. Give yourself grace and
acknowledge you’re doing the best you can.

. Consider Seeking Professional Help: Sometimes, grief can feel
overwhelming, especially if it interferes with your ability to
function in daily life. If you're struggling to cope with grief

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Lisa Linnell
Carolyn Winters Folke
Meghan Carlson

Adult Education
Archives & History
Children & Families
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during the holidays or feel like it’s
becoming unmanageable, don’t
hesitate to reach out for professional
support. Counselors, grief specialists
and hospice bereavement
coordinators can provide valuable
guidance during this time.

10. Focus on What You Can
Control: During the holidays, there
are often many factors beyond your
control. However, you do have
control over how you respond to
them. Focus on the things you can
manage, such as how you spend your
time, the people you choose to be
with and the way you care for
yourself. Give yourself the freedom
to make decisions that are in
alignment with your emotional needs
and boundaries.

Final Thoughts: The holidays are never
easy when you’re grieving, but they can
become an opportunity to reflect,
remember and find new ways to honor
your loved one. Give yourself permission
to grieve, to adjust your traditions and to
lean on the support around you. Your
grief is a journey requiring compassion,
time and understanding, and with each
step you take, healing is possible. May
peace find its way to you this holiday
season, even as you navigate the difficult
path of grief. May you know you are not
alone.”

Thank you Rev. Dr. Crisman.

Lamentations 3:32 — “Though He brings
grief, He will show compassion, so great is
His unfailing love.”

Christmas love & blessings. —Nurse Cheryl

GRACE COUNCIL MEMBERS

Youth & Families

Congregational Life/Hospitality

Karalynn Marr
John Garver

Outreach Jonathan Stone
Property Jim Patterson
Social Ministry Sue Engh
Stewardship Jenny Mason
Worship, Music & Arts Niki Johnson

Leadership Development

Audit

Susan Wootten
Peter Swanson

President
Vice President

Ruth Dalager Buuck
Susan Wootten

Vice President Jean Stilwell
Treasurer Cooper Gray
Secretary Tim Joyce
Council-at-Large Vicky Hannemann
Council-at-Large Meg Hoehn

Council-at-Large Sam Bostrom
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Ministry

STATEMENT of MISSION

The primary mission of Grace
University Lutheran Church is to
proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ as
an instrument of God'’s reconciling love
in the world. We do this so that
reconciliation with God may become a
reality for all. (2 Corinthians 5:18-21)

STATEMENT of AFFIRMATION
Grace University Lutheran Church is a
spiritual community that celebrates the
gifts of God that empower us to
engage in the struggles of life, to care
for each other, and to serve Christ
where we work and live. Grace is a
Reconciling-in-Christ congregation and
also committed to learning and living
racial equity. We welcome the
participation of people of all ages,
ethnic backgrounds, sexual
orientations, gender identities, gender
expressions, educational backgrounds,
and economic conditions—all who
want to join in community to honor
God and be of service to people.

OFFICE/BUILDING HOURS
Tu-Th — 9:00am-2:30pm
Fri — 9:00am-12:00pm

K

If you receive this newsletter by U.S. mail, do you wish to continue?

MAILBOX QUESTION...

K

If not, let us know if you’d like to move to our emailed version or simply be removed
from the mailing list. Contact info@graceattheu.org or 612-331-8125.

Ministers

Amber Ingalsbe
Justin Lind-Ayres
Chad Winterfeldt

Jill Abenth

Kiera Stegall
Becky Sun

David Anderson
Cheryl Lanigan
Mike Lanigan
Lelia Ellison
Jan-Pro Cleaning

Stefan Wolf
Carolyn Winters Folke

Kate Reuer Welton
Michelle Greene

Dana Rademacher Hansen
Eric Nelson

Nate Crary

Emilia Erickson

THE PEOPLE of GRACE

The Grace Community

Grace Staff
Co-Pastor, pastoramber@graceattheu.org
Co-Pastor, pastorjustin@graceattheu.org
Director of Music Ministry, chadw@graceattheu.org
Office Manager, info@graceattheu.org
Director of Faith Formation, cyf@graceattheu.org
Pianist, becky.w.sun@gmail.com
Bookkeeper & Financial Secretary, akrodavidmn@gmail.com
Faith Community Nurse, nurse@graceattheu.org
Sunday Attendant
Early Childhood Coordinator
Custodial Service

Volunteer Staff
Children’s Choir Director, stefanjwolf@gmail.com
Offering Counting Coordinator, cowf40@gmail.com

Lutheran Campus Ministry Staff
Lutheran Campus Pastor, pastorkate@umnlutheran.org
Administrative & Development Assistant, info@umnlutheran.org
Program Associate, dana@umnlutheran.org
St. Paul Outreach Intern, eric@umnlutheran.org
Musician
Student Admin Intern
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PEACE GARDEN UPDATE

By Karen Van Norman

Some of us may be feeling a sense of loss or anxiety
about the reconfiguring of the Peace Garden as part
of our building enhancement project. There is good
communication regarding the garden from
meetings with our Owners Rep Teresa Sterns, a
landscape designer, and construction staff. We will
remain diligent about the protection of the garden
through the construction process and look forward
to garden improvements following construction.

Here are some updates about actions that have
been taken and what we expect to happen:

The benches, fountain, and prayer box were
palletized and moved to Langer Construction for
storage during the construction project.

Langer Construction has requested that most of the
garden be fenced off for the construction project,
and that fencing has now been installed. The
magnolia and pine tree are outside of the fencing.
Additional fencing has been placed around each
tree within the fence to help protect them. I had a
positive conversation with a U of M landscape
designer that the river birch can be saved. We will
hire an arborist to prune the river birch on the
north side so branches are not broken during
construction. We will also protect cut roots by
ensuring clean cuts and protection with burlap.

The redbud tree that is closest to the building
project will be removed. Redbuds grow fairly
quickly so we can plant another one if we choose.
The construction company is uncertain if the
crabapple will survive.

The lilac and rose shrubs were pruned to the
ground. This regenerative pruning will allow the

shrubs to send up new shoots in the spring and will
allow gardeners to prune them — especially the
lilac — to manageable sizes and shapes.

To protect tree, shrub, and plant roots, Langer will
put down a foot of mulch throughout the garden.
This will aid in reducing compaction from
construction equipment.

If you are aware of trees and shrubs that were

planted to honor or in memory of anyone, please

inform Karen Van Norman. Below are ones she is

aware of:

e River birch in memory of Joey Wehrman'’s father

e Rose bush in memory of Jeanne and Pearl
Hawkinson

e Small redbud near south garden wall in honor of
Dan Garnaas and Mary Halvorson

o Tree lilac on east side of church in honor of
Stephen Self

e Benches near fountain in memory of Vicky
Hannemann’s parents, Constant and Lois Johnson

e Bench by garden entrance in memory of Jennings
and Lilian Kooda

e Bench under river birch in memory of Hal and
Luann Muller

e Prayer box in memory of Aaron Ostrow and Clary
Anderson

Please contact me with any questions you may have
regarding the garden status:
karenvn1268@gmail.com

Thank you, Karen, for your diligent attention to our
garden, and for sharing your expertise and wisdom
as we preserve what’s possible and reimagine the
future of our garden space!
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To learn more details of our calendar events & to view updates,

visit https://graceattheu.org/news-events/events-calendar/

and click on the event for descriptions.
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