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PASTORS’ PAGE

Despite the fact that the Holy Week weather forecast includes the
possibility of snow, we know that the Easter season and spring will be
here soon, and that renewal, in many forms, is on the horizon!

In this upcoming season of renewal, we look forward to the ongoing
building enhancement work and the continued planning for a
reinvigorated Peace Garden. The natural world and the building project
both manage to keep us humble about the amount of control we have
over the course of events and also keep us grateful for all that God is
doing through us and around us! See p. 3 for a full update on the
building project progress.

We sing and shout the first alleluias of the season at
the Easter Vigil on Saturday, April 4th at 6pm, and
they continue to resound in our resurrection
celebrations on Sunday morning, April 5th, at 8am
and 10am. We hear again the good news that death
does not get the final word, that God’s love is for all,
and that the gift of new life in Christ frees us to love
and serve as the Spirit leads. We are renewed in the
gifts of word and sacrament we receive together each
Sunday, and in the milestone moments we get to
celebrate in community: the Easter season at Grace will include a
number of baptisms, as well as honoring faith formation leaders and
high school graduates.

Our Holy Week and Easter services will include a wide variety of organ
music — and then our organ itself will enter a season of renewal! In
early April, Grandall and Engen Organ Builders begins an overhaul of this
instrument, with Grace member David Grandall as the point person on
the project. This organ refurbishment work is long overdue, and there
will also be expansion of our current instrument: new stops and pipes
will be added, thanks in part to a generous financial gift made by David.
Even as we enjoy a whole array of musical leadership while the organ is
out of commission for a few months, we anticipate the return of its
sound, which will be both familiar and new.

Also during April, | (Pastor Amber) am actively preparing for a season of
renewal, with a 3-month sabbatical that will begin on May 4th. | look
forward to this time of rest and renewal,

and | look forward to re-engaging upon OIS Relg2 GO Gl 2 2
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Thursday, April 2
Maundy Thursday Worship at 7:00 pm

Friday, April 3
Good Friday Worship at 12:00 pm & 7:00 pm

Saturday, April 4
Easter Vigil Worship at 6:00 pm

Sunday, April 5
Resurrection of Our Lord — Easter Sunday

Jeremiah 31:1-6 Joy at the restoration of God’s people

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 This is the day that the Lord has
made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. (v.24)

Colossians 3:1-4 Raised with Christ to seek the higher
things

Matthew 28:1-10 Proclaim the resurrection

Sunday, April 12**
Second Sunday of Easter

Acts 2:14a, 22-32 Christ’s resurrection: the fulfillment of
God'’s promise to David

Psalm 16 /n your presence there is fullness of joy. (v.11)

1 Peter 1:3-9 New birth to a living hope through the
resurrection

John 20:19-31 Beholding the wounds of the risen Christ

Sunday, April 19
Third Sunday of Easter

Acts 2:14a, 36-41 Receiving God'’s promise through baptism

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 / will call on the name of the Lord.
(v.13)

1 Peter 1:17-23 Born anew through the living word of God

Luke 24:13-35 Eating with the risen Christ

Sunday, April 26
Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:43-47 The believers’ common life
Psalm 23 The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not be in want.

(v.1)
1 Peter 2:19-25 Follow the shepherd, even in suffering
John 10:1-10 Christ the shepherd

Pastors’ Page continued...

my return August 4th. My sabbatical dates
were largely planned around an 18-day trip to
Greece and Tirkiye, exploring sites related to
the New Testament, led by two professors
from the Lutheran School of Theology in
Chicago. Unfortunately, due to concern
among seminary leadership about the
potential for the war with Iran to increase in
scope, that trip has been canceled. In July, |
will spend a week walking a portion of the
Camino de Santiago (“The Way of Saint
James”), an ancient network of pilgrimage
routes to Santiago, Spain. I’'m traveling with a
group, and we’ll arrive in Santiago the night
before the Feast of Saint James and get to
enjoy the festivities!

May God bless our Holy Week reflection as
we continue following Jesus’ journey to the
cross, as well as our celebration of Christ’s
resurrection and our living into the reality of
its hope. May we all be renewed by the good
news that Christ is living, and so is this Grace
community of faith and its ongoing mission
and ministry!

Pastor Amber
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Thursday, April 2 — Maundy Thursday
7 pm* Worship with Holy Communion

Friday, April 3 — Good Friday
12 pm* & 7 pm Worship

Saturday, April 4 — Easter Vigil
6 pm Worship with Storytelling & Holy
Communion

Sunday, April 5 — Easter Sunday
8 am & 10 am* Worship with Holy
Communion

*Will also be live-streamed
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Goldy’s Run, an annual race event on and
around the university campus, will be held
that morning. A map of the course will be
provided in the Letterbox and Worship emails
the week of the race, so worshipers can plan
their route to church accordingly. !


http://www.youtube.com/@graceuniversitylutheranchu2430
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At Grace we continue to live into the known and unknown of
our building enhancement project. We are excited that the
demolition of our fellowship hall is complete, our sanctuary
chairs have been installed, and the grounds have been
prepped for work on the north side of the building
(waterproofing and new windows for the fellowship hall) as
well as in the Peace Garden in anticipation for our entry
addition.

Things have progressed a little 4\$G STO,V
slower than we had hoped; \} 6:,\
nevertheless, we are very pleased

with Langer Construction and

confident the evolving timeline Q) W
will produce our desired project. 0O v(-J
In mid-April, the window work (/4/ OQ-
will begin in the Fellowship Hall, Opp \©

and the Peace Chapel will be

renovated to become the Lutheran Campus Ministry suite.
Once that work is complete in mid-May, Jill will office in the
new LCM suite as work on begins on the front office. While
this is happening, the organ project will begin. Following
Easter Sunday, Grandall and Engen Organ Builders will take
apart Grace’s organ for comprehensive cleaning and
enhancement. This project will go into the summer as cleaned
pipes and new ones (!) will be installed in July. Worship will be
led by the piano in these months. There are lots of moving
parts in our building project — figuratively and literally!

Unfortunately, our addition portion of the projectis on a
delay. As Langer began preparation for the addition, a major
powerline that feeds Grace and the U of M was discovered to
run underneath the Peace Garden. This line needs to be
moved by Xcel Energy before work can begin. We are working
with the U of M, Xcel, and Langer to expedite this process to
the best of our ability. This will inevitability disrupt our original
timeline, but it will eventually get done. In the meantime, the
rest of the building project will fall within the scope of our
timeline to be complete before September.

Thank you to Rolf Carlsen, Jean Stilwell, and our owner’s
representative Teresa Sterns for the ongoing work and weekly
meetings to guide our project along! And to Jim Patterson,
property committee chair, for organizing the pew project,
decluttering, and offsite storage to enable the work to begin.

April 2026 — 3
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Pastor Amber and Pastor Justin are eligible
for sabbaticals! They have been working
with Grace's Congregation Council to take
sabbaticals in summer 2026 (Pastor
Amber) and summer 2027 (Pastor Justin).
Pastor Amber's sabbatical will be from May
4 - August 4. She is busy making
arrangements, including putting plans into
place for coverage while she is away. The
Council approved application for a Lilly
Clergy Renewal Grant to support Pastor
Justin's 2027 sabbatical; recipients will be
notified in August.

Ruth Dalager Buuck, Congregation
President
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April 1-30 | email cyf@graceattheu.org or
check the Letterbox for a Google form

As our high school seniors prepare for
graduation this spring, we invite children
through adults to join us in offering
blessings and words of advice (or drawn
pictures).

A Google Form will be listed in the weekly
CYF emails and the Letterbox.
Alternatively, you can email words of
wisdom or pictures for the graduates to
Kiera Stegall at cyf@graceattheu.org.

The Youth & Family Ministry Committee
will compile these words into a variety of
photo books for our graduating seniors to
take with them in their next steps.



mailto:cyf@graceattheu.org
mailto:cyf@graceattheu.org
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Sundays | 9:00 - 9:50 a.m.

!
April 5:
¥ No Grace Time (Happy Easter!)

April 12:
¥ No Grace Time (Goldy’s Run)

April 19:

¥ Early Childhood | Wiggle Room
| Love Grows Everywhere by
Barry Timms & Tisha Lee

¥ Elementary | Youth Lounge |
Isaiah Becomes God'’s
Messenger (Isaiah 1 & 6)

¥ Tweens | Pastor Justin’s Office |
Complete Story Dialogue &
Stage Blocking

¥ Confirmation & Youth Group |
Kitchen | Wangari Maathai
(Care of Creation)

¥ Caregiver Connection |
Sanctuary | Enjoy conversations
with peers

April 26:

¥ Early Childhood | Wiggle Room
| Be a Bridge by Irene Latham &
Charles Waters

¥ Elementary | Youth Lounge |
Jeremiah the Boy Prophet
(Jeremiah 1 & 18)

¥ Tweens | Sanctuary & Narthex |
Stage Blocking & Rehearsal

¥ Confirmation & Youth Group |
Kitchen | George Washington
Carver (Wonder)

¥ Caregiver Connection | Outside
the Fellowship Hall | Enjoy
conversations with peers
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¥ May 3 — Tweens “preach” in
Worship

¥ May 10 — CYF Leadership
Recognition

¥ May 17 — High School
Graduation Celebration, Last
Grace Time for 2025-2026
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Sunday, April 19 | 9 — 9:50am in Pastor Justin’s Office | 11am — 1pm
in the Youth Lounge

Sunday, April 26 | 9 — 9:50am | Sanctuary

Sunday, May 3 | 9 — 11am | Sanctuary

Our grades 5-6 have been hard at work, learning about immigrants’
rights. They learned about immigrants and refugees in Minnesota,
immigrants’ Constitutional rights, threats to U.S. immigration, paths to
citizenship, and advocacy in Minnesota. Now they’re preparing to
bring their creative story to life for the Grace community. We’'ll
celebrate this sharing in worship on May 3. Rehearsals are during
Grace Time April 19, April 26, and May 3. An additional dress rehearsal
will happen after worship on April 19. Grace will provide pizza for the
cast and crew on April 19 in the Youth Lounge. Following this sharing
on May 3, the Tweens are planning a bake sale to financially support
our immigrant neighbors. For questions or concerns, contact Kiera
Stegall at cyf@graceattheu.org.
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Saturday, April 25 | Rehearsal @ 10:00 a.m.

Sunday, April 26 | Sing in worship @ 10:00 a.m.

Children in grades K-5 are invited to participate. There’s singing, of
course, but also connection, donuts, some fun stuff. Contact Stefan
Wolf, director, with questions: stefanjwolf@gmail.com If you attend,
you may park in the Grace garage (code will be sent in CYF email).

%
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July 12 — 17 | for Students Completing Grades 9 — 12

This summer, we are excited to join Pastor Justin Lind-Ayres and
Karalynn Marr for a youth canoe adventure through Camp Amnicon in
northern WI. The cost for this trip is $450, which includes meals,
transportation, and lodging/camping. Scholarships are available upon
request. Contact Pastor Justin at pastorjustin@graceattheu.org if you
are interested in attending!
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(FORMERLY GREEN LAKE LUTHERAN MINISTRIES)

JULY 19 - 23 | for Students Completing Grades 1-8

This summer, we are excited to return to camp! We've reserved 23
spots for Grace campers (4 spots are for "Half-Blast"). Camp options
are for students completing 1st - 8th grade. This is a wonderful time to
spend at the Shores of St. Andrew site growing in faith in a joyous
camp environment. Registration is open to the public. Learn more and
register at https://wempriority.campbrainregistration.com.

Reach out to Pastor Justin at pastorjustin@graceattheu.org with any
questions or concerns.



mailto:cyf@graceattheu.org
mailto:stefanjwolf@gmail.com
mailto:pastorjustin@graceattheu.org
https://wempriority.campbrainregistration.com/
mailto:pastorjustin@graceattheu.org
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We'll print an updated directory this spring (likely June). If you wish to
add your household's photo to the directory, or update the photo we
have on file for you, please email in a photo any time:
info@graceattheu.org. Likewise, if contact information — address,

email, phone, etc. —in your household has changed, please send let us
know so we can update our records and have the correct information
in the directory. Thank you!

J Men’s Brewery
e Outing at
Broken Clock
Brewing in
Minneapolis on
March 30.

Asbestos
remediation of floors
and demolition of

classroom walls was
completed in March.

Grace Time Faith
Formation groups
adapt to new
Sunday morning
meeting spaces
during
construction.
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Pastor Amber, in a pre-sabbatical move that is gathering excitement
(and, frankly, some questions) among staff, is expecting the arrival of
the first litter of bunnies for the hutches she installed in her office
earlier this week. People can pick up a bunny at the Easter Vigil if
they’d like one of their own for Easter Sunday. Bunny droppings
produced while raising these will be added to compost for fertilizing
the future iteration of the Peace Garden.%0
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Visit https://www.alanstoreyin
minnesota.org/twin-cities for
more information on all of these
events and to register or RSVP.

Rev. Alan Storey is a South African
gospel storyteller, facilitator of
personal and political change, and
author of the 2025 Andrew
Murray Desmond Tutu Prize
winning The bell, banners &
blasphemy.

STOREY & SONG
Tuesday, April 14 @ 7:00-8:30pm
Hennepin Avenue United
Methodist Church
(511 Groveland Ave, Mpls)
Alan will offer brief reflections on
issues of faith and public witness,
interspersed with songs of justice,

peace, and resistance.

PREACHING FOR GOOD:
FOSDICK LECTURE
at Augsburg University
Wednesday, April 15
@ 12:00-1:00pm
Hoversten Chapel,
Foss Center
at Augsburg University
(625 22nd Ave S, Mpls)
Alan will offer the 2026 Fosdick
Lecture on Preaching.

TWO WEEKEND MANNA &
MERCY RETREATS
Friday evening & all day Saturday
Twin Cities: April 17-18
Northfield: April 24-25
Alan has developed a retreat
using Rev. Dan Erlander’s book,
Manna and Mercy: A Brief History
of God's Unfolding Promise to
Mend the Entire Universe.

.*"05 %
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Lauren Beckstrom 1 (Dementia Friends Minnesota, dementiafriendsmn.org)
Anders Odden 1 “Dementia is not a specific disease. It’s an overall term that describes a
Donna Wain Erickson 2 wide range of symptoms associated with a decline in memory or other
Julia Weigle 2 thinking skills severe enough to reduce a person’s ability to perform
Solveig Wolf ) everyday activities.
Eleanor Reuer Welton 4 Alzheimer's disease is the most common type of dementia and accounts for
Sophie Anderson 6 60 to 80% of cases. Other types of dementia include Dementia with Lewy
Erancis Randall 3 Bodies, Frontotemporal, and Vascular.” (dfmn)
Ted Weigle 8 Five Key Messages (dfmn)
Janet Jacobson 9 1. Dementia is NOT a normal part of aging! NOT everyone develops
Lars Negstad 9 dementia!
2. Dementia is caused by diseases of the brain. It is a collection of
Ryan Warren 10 ) ,
symptoms of the diseases mentioned above.
Andrea Bungum 12 3. Dementia is NOT just about having memory problems. It IS part of it,
Kirsten Christensen 12 but also includes how a person thinks and does things. Dementia
Julie Anderson 13 interferes with structures in the brain that affect thinking, problem
Kubisa Muzenende 14 solving, planning, etc.
Miles Tangen 14 4. 1t1S possible to have a GOOD quality of life with dementia with the
Stacie Elliott 16 right planning and support. With an early diagnosis one can still hold
Leland Johnson 16 d.ow'n ajob a‘n(.:I with sorru? changes stay active f(?r many years. ‘
) Singing/music is one activity that remains an active part of the brain;
René Clausen 17 participating in music is one way of staying active and social.
Kersten Warren 18 5. There is MORE to a person than dementia. Dementia is NOT
Ryan Friess 19 something to be ashamed of or to hide away. Work hard to stay
Elsa Hoehn 19 active!
Madeline Schacht 19 10 Early Signs and Symptoms (10-signs+symptoms-alzheimers-
Maria Fewer Lee 20 dementia.asp)
Barbara Lundblad 23 1. Memory loss that disrupts daily life.
Drew Schwab 23 2. Challenges in planning or solving problems.
Beatrice Ehler 24 3. Difﬁcul‘ty cor.nple.ting familiar tasks at home or at work or leisure.
4. Confusion with time or place.
Sara Vandeventer 24 5. Trouble understanding visual images and spatial relationships.
David Bergren 25 6. New problems with words or speaking.
Bill Rottschaefer 25 7. Misplacing things and losing the ability to retrace steps.
Vicki Buttery 26 8. Decreased or poor judgment.
Dick Graves 26 9. Withdrawal from work or social activities.
Neal Young 27 10. Changes in mood and personality.
Lee Trent 28 .
. Isaiah 49:15-16

Irena Wilson 30 "Even these may forget, yet | will not forget you. Behold, | have engraved

you on the palms of my hands."

—Blessings, Nurse Cheryl

Coming in the near future: Information Session on becoming Dementia

Friends!
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I Grace Events
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1] 2 3 4
April FoolsO Day = 9:00 AM OFFICE HOURS Good Friday = 6:00 PM Easter Vigil Wor-
eemona | = 10:00 AM Archives | ship
= 12:00 PM Bulletin Deadline | ™ 9:00 AM OFFICE HOURS
=9:00 AM OFFICE HOURS =7:00 PM Maundy Thursday | ™ 12:00 PM Good Friday Wor-
=10:00 AM Sta" Meeting Worship ship .
= 8:00 PM pause student wor- = 7:00 PM Good Friday Wor-
ship ship
5 6] 7 8 9 10 11
Easter Easter Monday Sta " Holiday ™ 9:00 AM OFFICE HOURS = 9:00 AM OFFICE HOURS = 9:00 AM OFFICE HOURS = 9:00 AM OUT OF OFFICE = 9:00 AM Men's Breakfast
y == 11:30 AM Be Fed (hosted by | == 10:00 AM Sta" Meeting == 10:00 AM Quilting (Vacation) = 10:00 AM Women's/Non-
=8:00 AM Easter Sunday Students for LCM) = 6:30 PM Church Council = 12:00 PM Bulletin Deadline binary Persons’ Gathering
Worship . == 12:00 PM Email Announce- = 8:00 PM pause student wor-
== 9:00 AM Adult Choir Re- ment Deadline ship
hearsal . = 1:30 PM Bible Study - via
== 10:00 AM Easter Worship - Zoom
In Person & On YouTube
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Orthodox Easter = 9:00 AM OFFICE HOURS Tax Day = 9:00 AM OFFICE HOURS == 9:00 AM OFFICE HOURS
3 == 11:30 AM Be Fed (hosted by = 12:00 PM Bulletin Deadline
=8:30 AM Pray Without Ceas- Students for LCM) = 9:00 AM OFFICE HOURS
in, = 12:00 PM Email Announce- | ™ 10:00 AM Sta” Meeting
== 10:00 AM Worship - In Per- ment Deadline = 8:00 PM pause student wor-
son & On YouTube = 1:30 PM Bible Study - in ship
== 1:00 PM Men's Group - person, o * site
LCMish !
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
== 8:30 AM Pray Without Ceas- | == 12:00 PM Newsletter Dead- = 9:00 AM OFFICE HOURS Earth Day = 9:00 AM OFFICE HOURS = 9:00 AM OFFICE HOURS == 10:00 AM Children's Choir
in line == 11:30 AM Be Fed (hosted by = 12:00 PM Bulletin Deadline Rehearsal

g
== 9:00 AM Adult Choir Re-
hearsal
== 9:00 AM Grace Time Pro-
gramming
= 10:00 AM Worship - In Per-
son & On YouTube

Students for LCM)

== 12:00 PM Email Announce-
ment Deadline

= 1:30 PM Bible Study - via
Zoom

= 9:00 AM OFFICE HOURS

== 10:00 AM Sta" Meeting

== 8:00 PM pause student wor-
ship

26

== 8:30 AM Pray Without Ceas-
ing

== 9:00 AM Adult Choir Re-
hearsal

== 9:00 AM Grace Time Pro-
gramming

== 10:00 AM Worship - In Per-
son & On YouTube

28

= 9:00 AM OFFICE HOURS

== 11:30 AM Be Fed (hosted by
Students for LCM)

= 12:00 PM Email Announce-
ment Deadline

= 1:30 PM Bible Study - via
Zoom

27

29

= 9:00 AM OFFICE HOURS

= 10:00 AM Sta” Meeting

= 8:00 PM pause student wor-
ship

30
= 9:00 AM OFFICE HOURS
== 12:00 PM Bulletin Deadline

%
%
%
%
%

;31(F'+11<3+*IG*$'5(013H!3#+!-'(*1G'+!*C* L8B! C5*6!#8G'$*0.
C5056$80KLL)+'-*'$$%*#M3+) NCBOOL*C* 1HI*1G'+L1

'1G!-(5-.1311$%*1*C*1$!H3+!G*0-+58$5310M

Adult Education!!
Archives & History!
Children & Families
Youth & Families
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Congregational Life/Hospitality

Outreach
Property
Social Ministry
Stewardship

Worship, Music & Arts
Leadership Development

Audit!
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https://graceattheu.org/news-events/events-calendar/
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Lutheran Campus
Ministry

324 Harvard St. SE
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612-331-8125
www.graceattheu.org

info@graceattheu.org
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*Address service requested*
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