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PASTORS’ PAGE

May is a month full of celebrations at Grace! The Easter season
continues, and as the program year wraps up, we thank volunteer
leaders and celebrate with children and youth. Our worship gathering
each week includes celebrating and sending forth!

On May 3rd, the Tweens faith formation group shares the sermon
they’ve been working on for the past several months. Also that day, |
(Pastor Amber) will be sent off on a 3-month sabbatical, May 4th
through August 4th, as part of the sending we all receive each Sunday to
embody the good news in our daily lives. Together we celebrate the
ways God calls us to live out our faith, including by working for justice
and even in making time for rest and renewal.

Sunday, May 10th, during worship we thank all the volunteer leaders
who engage our children and youth in Grace Time faith formation. With
the extra challenges provided by our building enhancement project
during this program year, not least of which was a lack of classroom
spaces, we are especially grateful for the ways these volunteers have
shared their time and talents in supporting this weekly ministry!

Grace’s six high school graduates will be blessed in our May 17th
worship service. We celebrate their presence at Grace, and send them
forth into their future plans, trusting that God’s love goes with them
everywhere they go.

The Day of Pentecost is celebrated on
May 24th this year — alongside Easter
and Christmas, Pentecost is one of the
church’s three main festivals. We
celebrate the many and various ways
the Holy Spirit continues to energize,
guide, and surprise God'’s people, here
at Grace as well as throughout history
and around the world. As part of our
Pentecost celebrations, we will
dedicate our new red paraments (used
for Pentecost in the spring and
Reformation in the fall), given by Barb and Bob Thomasson in memory of
Barb’s parents.
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WORSHIP in MAY

Sundays at 10:00 am in person & our YouTube channel:
http://www.youtube.com/@graceuniversitylutheranchu2430

“Pray Without Ceasing” is at 8:30 am (located TBD).
Worship info is emailed & posted on our website weekly.

Sunday, May 3
Fifth Sunday of Easter

Acts 7:55-60 The martyrdom of Stephen

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 Into your hands, O Lord, | commend my
spirit. (v.5)

1 Peter 2:2-10 God'’s people chosen to proclaim God’s mighty
acts

John 14:1-14 Christ the way, truth, and life

Sunday, May 10
Sixth Sunday of Easter

Acts 17:22-31 Paul’s message to the Athenians

Psalm 66:8-20 Bless our God, you peoples; let the sound of
praise be heard. (v.8)

1 Peter 3:13-22 The days of Noah, a sign of baptism

John 14:15-21 Christ our advocate

Sunday, May 17
Ascension Sunday

Acts 1:1-11 Jesus sends the apostles

Psalm 47 God has gone up with a shout. (v.5)

Ephesians 1:15-23 Eyes to see the risen and ascended Christ
Luke 24:44-53 Christ present in all times and places

Sunday, May 24
Day of Pentecost

Acts 2:1-21 Filled with the Spirit to tell God’s deeds

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b Send forth your Spirit and renew the
face of the earth. (v.30)

1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 Varieties of gifts from the same Spirit

John 20:19-23 The Spirit poured out

Sunday, May 31
Holy Trinity Sunday
Genesis 1:1—2:4a The creation of the heavens and the earth
Psalm 8 How majestic is your name in all the earth! (v.1)
2 Corinthians 13:11-13 Paul’s farewell to the church at
Corinth
Matthew 28:16-20 Living in the community of the Trinity
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And on May 31st, as we celebrate Holy
Trinity and move into summer rhythms,
we gather after worship for our spring
congregation meeting. We’'ll thank
elected and appointed leaders who have
served during the past year, and elect
leaders to various roles in which a term
has concluded. The meeting will also
include updates on the building
enhancement project and our financial
health.

Throughout May, the excitement —and
disarray — of our building work continues,
only adding to the sense of celebration of
all that God is doing in our midst! Check
out the Living Stones display in the
hallway by the kitchen, tracking the
progress of our capital campaign goals in
support of Grace's mission and ministry.

Pastor Amber

SABBATICAL NEWS

Pastor Amber's sabbatical will be from
May 4 - August 4. Arrangements and
plans are in place for coverage while she
is away. Join us in blessing Pastor Amber
as we send her with prayers and hopes
for a restorative time away from pastoral
responsibilities.

CONGREGATION
MEETING

Sunday, May 31 @ 11:15 am
in the Sanctuary

Grace members, please plan to attend our
spring congregation meeting, when we
elect council members and committee
chairs for the coming year, consider
building enhancement project matters,
and discuss other important updates.
More meeting information and agenda
items will be available ahead of time.
Your voice is important in our mission and
leadership decisions!
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LIVING STONES UPDATE 4\“6 STo A

When we launched our three-year \> 6:5‘

capital campaign — Living Stones

Grounded in Grace — to raise the
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enhancement project now )
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underway at Grace, we used the
above logo as a visual to describe
our church community and our building. Bricks and stones,
windows and doors, yes; but it is the people within who make
the church come alive. Living Stones, all of us, joined together
in a mission to love and serve God’s people coming together in
this place on the corner of Harvard and Delaware and sent out
from here to serve. In January, we announced the results of

MEN'S BREWERY OUTING

Thursday, May 28 @ 6:30 pm
at Utepils Brewing
225 Thomas Ave N, Minneapolis
https://www.utepilsbrewing.com/

You are invited to the next Grace men's
brewery outing. If you plan to join us,
email steve@solbrack.com so we know
how many seats to save. Brewery outings
will occur approximately every two
months, the day of the week will vary, and
geographical location will vary.

Look forward to seeing you on May 28.

that campaign to date and celebrated the generosity of the
Grace community.

With $951,410 pledged, we have reached about 95% of
our $1M Foundational Goal that includes $900,000 for
building and related expenses and $100,000 (10% of gifts
received) to support ministry partners.

That means we are also at about 85% of our Inspirational
Goal of $1.25M which could significantly reduce or
eliminate long-term borrowing while increasing our gifts
to our ministry partners to $125,000.

It is our hope that we will continue to grow both the number
of pledges and the total dollars given as we build a living
ministry of service and justice and love here at

Grace and beyond.

As that happens, we want to keep everyone up
to date. To do so, we are using a visual to mark
that growth and continue to encourage
participation in the capital campaign. Look for
this visual on the hallway wall along the kitchen
(by the ramp). This will give us all a quick view
of our gifts received and our campaign goals
while telling how far we’ve come and how
much more we hope to grow. Your gifts enable
our ability to live into our newly enhanced
building and discover more ways to make our
community live out our mission. Thank you!
And, thank you to Cooper Gray (council
treasurer) and Karen Van Norman (stewardship
committee) for the work on the visual!

o D
$900,000
$750.000

$600,000

$450,000

— Susan Peterson,
on behalf of the Capital Campaign Team
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TWEEN BAKE SALE FOR
REFUGEE SERVICES AT LSS OF
MINNESOTA

Sunday, May 31 after worship & the
congregation meeting

Join us in supporting our refugee
neighbors, as our tweens host a bake sale
to raise money for refugee services at
Lutheran Social Services of Minnesota. Our
tweens set a goal to raise $150 to help
with refugee resettlement. LSS provides
food for youth and families, establishes
case management, secures
employment, and connects
to other resources needed
to thrive. Cash and Venmo
donations welcome.

If you are interested in
providing baked goods
before the bake sale,
contact Kiera Stegall at
cyf@graceattheu.org.

-

COMMUNITY
NOTES

Baptisms

Emma and Anne Helling,
daughters of Natalie and
Andrew Helling, on April 19.
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MAY
GRACE TIME SCHEDULE
Sundays | 9:00 - 9:50 a.m.

May 3:

e Early Childhood: The Holy Spirit
(Acts 2)

e Elementary: God Saves Daniel
(Daniel 6)

e Tweens: Final Dress Rehearsal &
Performance in Worship
(Sanctuary)

e Confirmation & Youth Group:
Mother Teresa (Servanthood)

e Caregiver Connection: Enjoy
conversation and build community
in the old Peace Chapel/current

office

May 10:

e Early Childhood: Love Grows
Everywhere by Barry Timms & Tisha
Lee

e Elementary: Jonah and the Big Fish
(Jonah 1-4)

e Tweens: Reflection & Celebration
(Pastor Amber’s Office)

e Confirmation & Youth Group:
Dietrich Bonhoeffer (Community)

e Caregiver Connection: Enjoy
conversation and build community
in the Sanctuary

May 17: LAST GRACE TIME FOR 2025-
2026

e Early Childhood: Treats & Families,
Families, Families by Suzanne Lang

e Elementary: Treats & Games

e Tweens: Treats & Games (Pastor
Amber’s Office)

e Confirmation & Youth Group: High
School Graduation Celebration &
Games (Kitchen)

o RSVP to Kiera Stegall at
cyf@graceattheu.org by
Monday, May 11. Cinnamon
rolls will be provided.

e Caregiver Connection: Enjoy
conversation and build community
in the Sanctuary

CHILDREN, YOUTH
& FAMILY (CYF) PROGRAMMING

TWEEN REHEARSAL & MESSAGE IN WORSHIP

Sunday, May 3 | 9 — 11am | Sanctuary

Our grades 5-6 have been hard at work, learning about
immigrants’ rights. They learned about immigrants and refugees
in Minnesota, immigrants’ Constitutional rights, threats to U.S.
immigration, paths to citizenship, and advocacy in Minnesota.
Now they’re preparing to bring their creative story to life for the
Grace community. We'll celebrate this sharing in worship on May
3. Our final dress rehearsal is at 9:00 a.m. on May 3. On May 31
our tweens will host a bake sale to raise financial support for the
Lutheran Social Services Refugee Services of Minnesota. For
guestions or concerns, contact Kiera Stegall at
cyf@graceattheu.org.

CYF LEADERSHIP RECOGNITION & CELEBRATION
Sunday, May 10 | 10:00 a.m.| Sanctuary

Join us in thanking and celebrating our Grace Time leaders and
others who make the Children, Youth, and Family Ministries at
Grace possible. We will recognize our leaders in worship and
present them with a small token of appreciation. We invite kids
and youth to write and deliver “thank you” cards to their leaders.
Following worship, grab a cookie to-go and share your words of
appreciation.

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION CELEBRATION
(Confirmation & Youth)

Sunday, May 17 | 9:00 & 10:00 a.m.| Grace Time & Sanctuary
On May 17, we’ll celebrate our high school graduating seniors in
worship. Seniors will receive a toolkit, choose a handmade quilt,
and receive advice books from the community. During Grace
Time, the Confirmands, youth group, and high school graduates
are invited to enjoy cinnamon rolls, games, and conversation in
the Kitchen. All Confirmands, youth, and graduates should RSVP
with the total number of people attending to Kiera Stegall at
cyf@graceattheu.org by Monday, May 11.

KIDS’ GRACE TIME CELEBRATIONS

Sunday, May 17 | 9:00 a.m.| Grace Time Rooms

On May 17, we’ll celebrate the end of the Grace Time program
year with various age-appropriate celebrations. Early Childhood —
Tweens are invited to play games and enjoy treats in their
designated Grace Time rooms.

continued on p. 5
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ENDOWMENT FUND

Grace’s Endowment Fund Dividends Are Having Significant Impact

All Grace members are encouraged to consider submitting
recommendations for Grace Endowment Fund Grants for
2026. Please submit your applications before June 15. (Forms
available in the church office.)

In the past two years, $27,000 in Endowment Fund grants have
been distributed. Recipients have included: MIGIZI, San Pablo
Congregation — ELCA, Minneapolis; Action for Health Care in the
Americas; the ELCA Fund for Leaders; the Undue Medical Debt
Program; Global Refuge (formerly LIRS); Makoce Ikikcupi (Land
Recovery); and All Nations Indian Church — UCC, Minneapolis. The
goal is to make $12,000 available for grants for 2026.

In addition, in response to the crisis caused by current immigration
enforcement policies, this year the Church Council authorized a
transfer of $10,000 in available endowment dividends to the Grace
Good Samaritan Fund. This fund is primarily administered by the
Pastors in response to needs that arise with individuals and families
that the Pastors are assisting in various ways.

On March 11, the Church Council voted to distribute an additional
$15,000 in grants of $5,000 each to The Minneapolis Area Synod’s
“Welcome Fund”, to Community Emergency Service in Minneapolis,
and to Zion Lutheran Church in St. Paul’s Hamline-Midway Area for
their ongoing food support ministries. All three efforts are
responding to the current crisis in multiple ways.

Contact the Endowment Fund Committee with your grant
applications for 2026. The Endowment Committee Chair is Jon
Buuck, dabuucks@gmail.com, 952-240-8765.

The committee and the Church Council urge all Grace members to
consider current and/or future contributions to the Grace
Endowment Fund. The Endowment Fund is one way to ensure a
long-lasting legacy and impact for Grace Church in our community.
Contact members of the Endowment Committee for more details.

— Peace, Dan Olson, Endowment Committee Secretary,
danbakerolson@gmail.com
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SEEKING GRADUATE INFORMATION
Submit information to the office by Monday, May 18

Some of you (or your kids) are graduating this spring...will you tell
us who you are? High school, college or university, graduate school,
PhD program...we’d like to know about it! Please contact Jill in the
office to say who is graduating, in what program from what school,
if there’s a near-future plan post-graduation (no pressure) and we’ll
share the news in our June/July newsletter. info@graceattheu.org

TWEEN BAKE SALE FOR
REFUGEE SERVICES AT LSS OF
MINNESOTA

Sunday, May 31 | after worship &
the congregation meeting

See page 3 for full details.

WATER’S EDGE CAMP WEEK
(FORMERLY GREEN LAKE LUTHERAN
MINISTRIES)

JULY 19 - 23 | for Students
Completing Grades 1-8

This summer, we are excited to
return to camp! We've reserved 23
spots for Grace campers (4 spots are
for "Half-Blast"). Camp options are
for students completing 1st - 8th
grade. This is a wonderful time to
spend at the Shores of St. Andrew
site growing in faith in a joyous
camp environment. Registration is
open to the public. Learn more and
register at https://wempriority.camp
brainregistration.com.

Reach out to Pastor Justin at
pastorjustin@graceattheu.org with
any questions or concerns.

Main office demo in preparation for
renovation

Concrete poured on
the north
side
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MAY BIRTHDAYS
Stefan Wolf 1
Tim Anderson 3
Anna Bejarin 3
Alfred Hannemann 4
Kirsten Bansen Weigle 10
Leona Hayden 11
Everett Lanthier 11
Nellie Warren 12
Eric Ehler 14
Kiera Stegall 14
Mae Schnobrich 15
Jonathan Stone 15
Carina Birkholz 17
Erik Odden 17
Hale Carlsen 19
Jean Doane 21
Heidi Johnson McAllister 21
Asher Stegall 21
Elsa Warren 25
Marc Weigle 25
Barb Thomasson 28
Sam Chadwick 29
Theo Wilson 29
Soren Lind-Ayres 30
Jon Buuck 31

HOUSEHOLD
PHOTOS &
CONTACT

INFORMATION

WEe’'ll print an updated
directory SOON. If you wish to
add your household's photo to
the directory, or update the
photo we have on file for you,
please email in a photo any
time: info@graceattheu.org.
Likewise, if contact
information — address, email,
phone, etc. —in your
household has changed,
please let us know so we can
update our records and have
the correct information in the
directory. Thank you!

NURSE’S NOTE

Emergency! &

A few weeks ago we experienced an emergency situation at the end of the
worship service. Everything turned out well with many people responding
to help. Thank you to everyone!

Hopefully, we will not have another emergency in the near future.
However, | have put together some helpful tips in case we do. We are so
blessed to have so many medical professionals as part of our congregation
to help with emergencies.

1. If someone collapses or appears distressed during service or coffee
hour and people are around, immediately call out “HELP” loudly. Do
not worry about interrupting service or disturbing anyone. STAY
CALM, but do speak up clearly!

2. If you are CPR certified, assess the individual for a pulse/breathing.
Direct a nearby person to call 911 (and to stay nearby because the
emergency dispatcher will want to know what is happening). If no
pulse and/or breathing, begin CPR and direct someone to get the AED
(located on the wall next to the elevator in the lower level). If the
person is conscious, help them to stay calm until help arrives. If the
Faith Community Nurse (FCN) is not already present, call 952-607-
9820.

3. If you are not CPR certified, direct someone to call 911 as noted above.
Step out of the way when someone arrives who is CPR certified. If
directed, get the AED (next to the elevator in the lower level).

4. Everyone who is NOT required to deliver care, please stay clear of the
area to allow those caring for the individual and the EMS responders
to have space to assess what is going on and what is needed. Please,
quietly step away from the area. If needed, someone should help to
guide people away from the scene.

5. If someone falls and is injured, notify the FCN. For a child, notify the
Director of Faith Formation and the FCN. If the injured person is
unconscious, see the steps above.

Other good to know locations:

o First Aid Kits are located in 2 places in the kitchen. One is mounted on
the wall next to the serving window and the other is located on the
upper shelf of the skinny closet next to the door to the fellowship hall.

o Fire Extinguishers are located on the wall in the kitchen, near the
main entrance, in the narthex, in the foyer, in the sanctuary, and in
other spaces throughout the building.

Psalm 46:1 — “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in
trouble.”

Blessings,
Nurse Cheryl
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3 4 5] 6 7 8 9
= 8:30AM Pray Without Ceas- Cinco de Mayo = 9:00AM OFFICE HOURS = 9:00AM OFFICE HOURS = 9:00AM OFFICE HOURS = 9:00AM Men's Breakfast
ing i == 10:00AM Staff Meeting = 10:00AM Archives = 10:00AM Women's /Non-
= 9:00AM Grace Time Pro- = 9:00AM OFHC,E HOURS == 5:30PM pause student wor- | == 12:00PM Bulletin Deadline binary Persons' Gathering
gramming = 12:00PM Email Announce- ship
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= 5:30PM Senior Sending Zoom
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Mother’s Day = 9:00AM OFFICE HOURS == 9:00AM OFFICE HOURS = 9:00AM OFFICE HOURS = 9:00AM OFFICE HOURS
. 3 == 12:00PM Email Announce- |==10:00AM Staff Meeting = 10:00AM Quilting
= i8"-3°AM Pray Without Ceas- ment Deadline = 6:30PM Church Council = 12:00PM Bulletin Deadline
= 1:30PM Bible Study - in
= 9:00AM Grace Time Pro- person, off site v
gramming
= 10:00AM Worship - In Per-
son & On YouTube
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= 8:30AM Pray Without Ceas- | = 12:00PM Newsletter Dead- | == 9:00AM OFFICE HOURS = 9:00AM OFFICE HOURS = 9:00AM OFFICE HOURS = 9:00AM OFFICE HOURS
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= 12:00PM Email Announce-
ment Deadline
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= 9:00AM Adult Choir Re-
hearsal

= 10:00AM Worship - In Per-
son & On YouTube

= 9:00AM OFFICE HOURS
== 10:00AM Staff Meeting

= 12:00PM Bulletin Deadline

31
= 8:30AM Pray Without Ceas-

ing

= 10:00AM Worship - In Per-
son & On YouTube

= 11:15AM Congregation
Meeting

= 11:15AM Tweens Bake Sale

To learn more details of our calendar events & to view updates, visit
https://graceattheu.org/news-events/events-calendar/

and click on the event for descriptions.

SAVE THE DATE FOR THESE RETREATS:

MEN’S FALL WEEKEND RETREAT
Friday-Sunday, October 2-4 at St. Andrew Village,
New London, MN

WOMEN & NONBINARY

RETREAT
Friday-Sunday, January 29-31, 2027
at St. Andrew Village, New London, MN

Adult Education
Archives & History
Children & Families
Youth & Families

Outreach

Property

Social Ministry
Stewardship

Worship, Music & Arts
Leadership Development
Audit

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Lisa Linnell

Carolyn Winters Folke

Congregational Life/Hospitality

Meghan Carlson
Karalynn Marr
John Garver
Jonathan Stone
Jim Patterson
Sue Engh

Jenny Mason
Niki Johnson
Susan Wootten
Sarah Kise

More information on themes and
registration will be available closer to the

Vice President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary

Council-at-Large
Council-at-Large
Council-at-Large

dates.
GRACE COUNCIL MEMBERS
President Ruth Dalager Buuck

Vicky Hannemann

Susan Wootten
Jean Stilwell
Cooper Gray

Tim Joyce

Meg Hoehn
Sam Bostrom
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Grace University Lutheran Church

324 Harvard St. SE
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612-331-8125

www.graceattheu.org
info@graceattheu.org
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Lutheran Campus

*Address service requested*

Ministry

STATEMENT of MISSION

The primary mission of Grace
University Lutheran Church is to
proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ as
an instrument of God'’s reconciling love
in the world. We do this so that
reconciliation with God may become a
reality for all. (2 Corinthians 5:18-21)

STATEMENT of AFFIRMATION
Grace University Lutheran Church is a
spiritual community that celebrates the
gifts of God that empower us to
engage in the struggles of life, to care
for each other, and to serve Christ
where we work and live. Grace is a
Reconciling-in-Christ congregation and
also committed to learning and living
racial equity. We welcome the
participation of people of all ages,
ethnic backgrounds, sexual
orientations, gender identities, gender
expressions, educational backgrounds,
and economic conditions—all who
want to join in community to honor
God and be of service to people.

OFFICE/BUILDING HOURS
Tu-Th — 9:00am-2:30pm
Fri — 9:00am-12:00pm

Ministers

Amber Ingalsbe

THE PEOPLE of GRACE

The Grace Community

Grace Staff
Co-Pastor, pastoramber@graceattheu.org

(on sabbatical until August)

Justin Lind-Ayres
Chad Winterfeldt
Jill Abenth

Kiera Stegall
Becky Sun

David Anderson
Cheryl Lanigan
Mike Lanigan
Lelia Ellison
Jan-Pro Cleaning

Stefan Wolf
Carolyn Winters Folke

Kate Reuer Welton
Michelle Greene

Dana Rademacher Hansen
Jon Buuck

Eric Nelson

Nate Crary

Emilia Erickson

Co-Pastor, pastorjustin@graceattheu.org

Director of Music Ministry, chadw@graceattheu.org

Office Manager, info@graceattheu.org

Director of Faith Formation, cyf@graceattheu.org

Pianist, becky.w.sun@gmail.com

Bookkeeper & Financial Secretary, akrodavidmn@gmail.com
Faith Community Nurse, nurse@graceattheu.org

Sunday Attendant

Early Childhood Coordinator

Custodial Service

Volunteer Staff
Children’s Choir Director, stefanjwolf@gmail.com
Offering Counting Coordinator, cowf40@gmail.com

Lutheran Campus Ministry Staff
Lutheran Campus Pastor, pastorkate@umnlutheran.org
Administrative & Development Assistant, info@umnlutheran.org
Program Associate, dana@umnlutheran.org
Major Gifts Officer, jon@umnlutheran.org
St. Paul Outreach Intern, eric@umnlutheran.org
Musician
Student Admin Intern
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